
1 
 

 

 

David Edgar Love 

306- 1955 Duff Court 

Lachine, Quebec 

H8S 1E9 

davidloveletter@gmail.com 

 

To: 

 

Melanie Houle 

Narconon Certification Committee 

Trois-Rivieres, Quebec 

Melanie.Houle.Agence04@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 
 

David Edgar Love – Montreal Personal Safety Exanminer 

Montreal, Canada 

 

http://www.examiner.com/personal-safety-in-montreal/david-love 

 

“Born on the West Coast of British Columbia, David Edgar Love now resides in 
the Montreal area. David formed a charitable organization in 1990 and was the 
Director of a rehabilitation center for substance abuse. He then completed a 
University of British Columbia Real Estate Course and was employed as a Realtor 
and Sub-Mortgage Broker for more than six years. David's life is fulfilled doing 
research on public safety, culture, disease and illness, and strives to help persons 
with human rights and freedoms issues.” 

Montreal Personal Safety Examiner 

 

### 

 

“I, David Edgar Love, having been a patient at Narconon Trois-Rivieres for five 
months and then recruited as a staff member for six months, I have thousands 
of pages of documents concerning the relationship between Narconon and the 
Church of Scientology. Please feel free to request any documentation you 
require in this, or any other case you are investigating.” 

mailto:davidloveletter@gmail.com
mailto:Melanie.Houle.Agence04@ssss.gouv.qc.ca
http://www.examiner.com/personal-safety-in-montreal/david-love
http://www.examiner.com/personal-safety-in-montreal/david-love
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Below, you will see the direct connection between Narconon and Scientology. 
There is no difference, except in each entities Corporate Name. 

 

A Scientologist moves up The Bridge to Total Freedom, or simply "The Bridge", 
to a state of Clear when they have freed themselves from their "reactive mind". 
Purportedly, this takes place beyond training sessions in Church of Scientology 
auditing, and is said to be a lifetime commitment. Once an individual has 
reached Clear status, they claim to be more self-confident, happy and generally 
successful in their careers and interpersonal relationships. Beyond the state of 
Clear, Scientologists move through several auditing steps called Operating 
Thetan levels, the most sacred religious activity. An OT is a state of spiritual 
awareness in which an individual is able to control himself and his 
environment. 

The Bridge is broken down into two parallel paths, Training and Processing. 
Processing addresses the Scientology devotee's "case" or how they function in 
life as influenced by their "aberrations". The Training path teaches Hubbard's 
theories on the nature of life and the universe and the techniques of auditing. 
Participants feel that this knowledge greatly enhances their ability to be 
effective in life whether they audit another or not. Scientologists can travel up 
either side of the Bridge and many do both sides. Although not part of the 
formal Bridge, the chart also lists a large number of optional courses and 
training actions that can be done by Scientologists. 

 

One of the most controversial and hotly debated questions about Narconon is 
the nature of its relationship with Scientology - both the religion and the 
Church. Narconon's critics frequently claim that it is little more than a front for 
Scientology, used to recruit people into Scientology and to covertly introduce 
Scientology doctrines into wider society. The Church of Scientology and 
Narconon naturally deny this, stating that "Narconon drug rehabilitation and 
drug education is a secular social betterment program with highly effective 
results. It is a separate and autonomous charitable program that is independent 
of the Church of Scientology." ["Narconon: A New Life for Drug Addicts") 

 

But does it matter if Narconon is, as its critics claim, a front for Scientology? It 
does, for a number of reasons: 

 Truthfulness. If Narconon is lying about its links with Scientology, why is 
that and what is it trying to achieve by doing so? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clear_(Scientology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scientology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auditing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operating_Thetan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operating_Thetan
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 Legality. The United States is the most prominent of a number of 
countries which have strict legal restrictions on what activities may be 
undertaken by religious organisations or funded by public bodies. 

 

 Fairness. Drug addicts are amongst the most vulnerable individuals in 
society, who by definition are not in full control of their faculties. They 
may often be unable to make fully rational decisions about their futures; 
a particular concern if they are potentially exposed to the often high-
pressure recruiting tactics of Scientology-Narconon Registrars. 

 

 

There is very strong evidence that Narconon is in fact inseparable from 
Scientology. When one examines the facts in detail, it becomes apparent that 
there are very close links between the Church of Scientology and that Narconon 
itself is, in effect, virtually undiluted Scientology. The connections fall into 
three distinct categories: 
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The following leaked email document clearly indicates the 

relationship between Scientology and Narconon in Quebec, 

Canada; especially between the Montreal Church of Scientology 

and Narconon Trois-Rivieres - - as these two emails between the 

two entities clearly indicate without a doubt. 

 

(Montreal Church of Scientology) 

De: Jean Lariviere <jean_lariviere@hotmail.com> Objet: RUSH - URGENT - 

Coming bill/new law re. Narconon in Quebec in Fallof 2008 Date: Wed, 16 Jul 

2008 04:14:59 +0000 A: <sylvain.fournier@narconon.ca> CC: 

<marc.bernard@narconon.ca> <rejeanne.fleury@narcononcanada.ca> 

<aline.proulx@narconon.ca> <ablecanada@thunderstar.net> 

<dsaqbc@oricom.ca> <crncarr@aol.com> <data@scientology-tor.ca> Version 

simple de l'imprimante Pièces jointes: 0 

SupprimerPrécédentSuivantFermerRépondreRépondre à tousFaire suivre 

Dear Sylvain, 

  

Over 2 months ago, yourself, Aline and I met in Montreal to go over the 

situation of the media attacks on Radio-Canada and other medias and the 

statement made by the Minister of Health on television that a new bill/law 

would be tabled at the Quebec legislative assembly in the Fall of 2008 to 

regulate or control drug detox and/or drug rehab activities such as those taking 

place at Narconon 3-Rivers. 

  

My recommendation to you - based on my 25-year experience in public affairs 

including holding the post of DSA in the province of Quebec for over 20 years - 

was that NN need to first and right away - asap - establish the extent and nature 

of the threat or risk so that you would know asap what Narconon is facing or 

dealing with, and thus be in a position to then correctly estimate the situation 

and the extent and nature of the handling needed to properly handle the 

situation! 

 (CONT) 
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(CONT) 

The truth was that you did/do not really know what this law is about. How can 

NN handle an unknown threat? Obviously, the first thing to do is to find out 

what this law is about, and what is the sit between NN and the Quebec 

governement's! 

  

For that specific purpose, I recommended that you (or someone like you who 

knows well NN activities and the activities of other drug rehab/detox groups in 

Quebec) to go right away - asap - do a few visits in Quebec City at the Ministry 

of Health and Social Services and meet with governement officials who are 

overseeing the area of drug detox and drug rehab - and who are likely the guys 

who are writing the new law and who are making recommendations to the 

Minister - to find out what is the contents and extent of the law that is to come 

out in the Fall of 2008. Also, to do so very overtly as a NN staff so that you find 

out exactly what they think about NN and what needs to be handled. In other 

words, find out from the horse's mouth so to speak! Two (2) major targets: 1) 

gathering basic and essential information and; 2) starting the PR handling right 

away with the people who must be handled!  

  

You agreed that was the right thing to do and you agreed it was to be done 

right away, asap so that you would be able to meet with them before they 

would go in Summer vacation... You were also supposed to let me know the 

results of those meetings so that I could assist with your writing a tailor-made 

handling or plan to handle the actual situation. 

  

I have heard nothing from you since then so I do not know if you did any visits 

with the relevant officials at the Ministry of Health in Quebec City. If no such 

visits have been done, then it is likely that Narconon 3-Rivieres is back in the 

same position that it was 2 months ago... except that NN 3-Rivieres is that much 

closer to having to deal with a possibly very ominous situation that cannot yet 

be properly assessed and handled until such visits and data gathering activities 

are made. 

  

Please check what LRH says about dealing with a Black Panther! 
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(CONT)  

As you know NN is not the Church and the Church is not going to and cannot 

meet with government officials on behalf of Narconon. No Church or DSA staff 

can do the job for you. Either you do it or someone else at or for NN does it. In 

any event, it must be confronted and done. The faster it is confronted the 

better and the better chances NN will have to handle the situation. I can only 

offer advices and the above is about the best advices I can give you my friend! 

  

I am always willing to talk with you and offer data or advices. 

  

Best, 

 Jean Larivière 

 

### 

(Narconon Trois-Rivieres Executive Director – Sylvain Fournier) 

De: Sylvain Fournier <sylvain.fournier@narconon.ca> Objet: RE: RUSH - URGENT 

- Coming bill/new law re. Narconon in Quebec in Fall of 2008 Date: Wed, 23 Jul 

2008 14:37:46 -0400 A: <jean_lariviere@hotmail.com> CC: 

<marc.bernard@narconon.ca> <rejeanne.fleury@narcononcanada.ca> 

<aline.proulx@narconon.ca> <ablecanada@thunderstar.net> 

<dsaqbc@oricom.ca> <crncarr@aol.com> <data@scientology-tor.ca>  

 

Dear Jean, 

  

Thank you for your communication, and for your advise throughout this 

episode, I did use a lot of your recomendation to handle this situation. 

You proposed to me:  establish the extent and nature of the threat or risk so 

that you would know asap what Narconon is facing. 
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Which I did, on multiple occasions. I have a very good communication line with 

the Office of M. Sebastion Proulx, who is the Deputy of the Mauricie 

Region,which includes Trois-Rivieres, he is also the Official Opposition House 

Leader and Official Opposition critic for education. 

On top of that he is also the right-hand man of M.Dumont who is the leader of 

the Official Opposition at the Quebec Parliament.  

M.Proulx does obviously sit at the Parliament of Quebec. 

  

Everytime I met with the deputy or his representative, I asked them if 

something was coming, any change at the parliament or any new law was about 

to be proposed or voted, or any talks about the accreditation for drug rehab; Is 

the accreditation's going to be mandatory ? Is the governement going to do any 

change about the already established accreditation ? 

Each and every time they told me that nothing was going on, no change 

whatsoever, no new laws, no enforcement of the accreditation, nothing on the 

agenda at the parliament on that matter neither. 

So, there is apparently no threat or risk, change or proposition to control drug 

rehab and  NN Trois-Rivieres of any form (as of 2 weeks ago). 

  

On top of that, as you probably know, the former Minister of Health and Social 

Services, that did make a statement on Radio-Canada, M. Phillipe Couillard, is 

no longer on post, he gave his resignation about a month ago. the New Minister 

of Health and Social Services apparently has a new agenda and drug 

rehabilitation is not one of his mandate, or at least not something he wants to 

work on. I got these information from the representative of M.Proulx himself 

about 2 weeks ago. 

  

To my knowledge there is no more threat pending on top of Narconon Trois-

Rivieres head. I keep my eyes and ears open and talk with the Representatives 

of the Office of M.Proulx regularly. 
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We will keep applying FLORISH AND PROSPER and the enemy will fall into 

apathy, just like M.Couillard giving his resignation from one of the most 

powerful post you can have at the Parliament !!! 

  

I will keep you updated on any future communication that I will have with 

M.Proulx's office, so that you are in the know. 

I will most likely meet with them next week-end (26-27July) and the 4th of 

September, both time on occasion where Narconon Trois-Rivieres is the Major 

Sponsor of a large scale event ( Le Monaco and Pro-Am Golf Tournament for 

Interval). 

  

Thank you for your time, help and consideration. 

 Sylvain Fournier,*C.C.D.C.  

*Certified Chemical Dependency Counselor  

Senior Director for Expansion  

Legal Officer  

Narconon Trois-Rivieres  

819-376-8181 ext.320 (office)  

819-701-1558 (cell)  

sylvain.fournier@narconon.ca  

web:www.narconon.ca   

 

 

Narconon Aftercare Relapses 

 

Published: 1 February 2012, 1:19 am 

 

http://narcononcanada.com/2012/02/01/narconon-aftercare-relapses/
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The fact that a patient is likely to relapse soon after completing the Scientology 

rehab program called Narconon can perhaps best be described as a 

“predetermined failure”. Contrary to what Narconon claims, Narconon’s actual 

success rate is not 70%, an imaginary number that is closer to the relapse rate. 

Narconon executives and other Scientology staff members know well that most 

patients will relapse, with many returning several times for a so-called repair 

and forking out thousands of dollars each time. 

 

Narconon websites and brochures profess that Narconon has qualified 

professional counselors who tend to the individual needs of each patient, when, 

in fact, many of these Narconon “counselors” have no training whatsoever, 

except for the Scientology courses taken at each Narconon and a certificate 

printed in fancy colors. This alone is what Narconon means by “certified 

counselor”. 

 

As a Narconon Trois-Rivières patient and staff member, I experienced my 

private life being stripped away and my dignity reduced to a state of obedience 

under the control of Scientology gradient indoctrinations. As a staff member, I 

enrolled in the Scientology-Narconon courses to help suffering patients lead a 

drug free life — I cared with my entire being. 

 

To become a course room supervisor was an easy task, although extremely 

boring, and most of the training material made absolutely no sense as far as 

drug treatment and rehab therapies are concerned. Listening to 12 hours of 

tape recordings by the founder of Scientology, L. Ron Hubbard, was a 

prescription equivalent to a handful of Valium or bottle of barbiturates; my 

efforts to avoid falling asleep failed me on several occasions. 
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As a former owner/operator of a rehab facility back in the early 1990’s, I 

wondered what the hell this absurd course had to do with treating addicts. For 

twelve days, I listened to Hubbard ramble on about his photography 

experiences and I had to “word-clear” ridiculous words such as “nomenclature”, 

“it”, “the”, etc. — having to define with dictionary-like perfection what these 

words mean. “Oh, this should really help a distraught, suffering addict,” I 

mused. 

 

I later learned that it was all about being able to control others, as well as 

obeying the control commands of superiors. A gradient of brainwashing may 

well be the best way to describe this process. 

 

When patients complete the Narconon program, which consists of studying 

eight Scientology books with Narconon stamped on them and completing the 

toxic sauna Purification Rundown, many are more confused and unable to cope 

than when they first arrived. In this vulnerable state, being recruited onto staff 

by a keen Scientology staff member is no big chore. “Saving lives” is the motto 

each morning at the military-style roll-call. Playing God in a science-fiction 

adventure of deception and abuse may be a fitting way to describe the plot of 

the Narconon story. 

 

Patients are paired as “twins” to perform all the Scientology training routines 

and auditing sessions. Patients are yelling at ashtrays: “Ashtray, stand up!” “Sit 

back down on that chair!” Other patients are commanded: “You, look at that 

wall.” “You, touch that wall.” 

 

Some patients can be seen walking back and forth between a table on which lies 

a book and a windowsill on which stands a green wine bottle. One of the 

patients commands the other: “You, look at that bottle.” “You, walk over to that 

bottle.” “What color is the bottle?” “What is the temperature?” “What does it 

weigh?” The patient who receives the commands then turns around, obeying 

the same commands for the book on the table. This routine can go on for days 

at a time. 

 

Some patients go into hypnotic-type trances while others have near-psychotic 

breaks and end up in the Ethics Office for misbehaving. Here they are 

interrogated and screened for possible connections to a “Suppressive Person” 

outside Narconon. If the Ethics Officer decides you are connected to a 

Suppressive Person, you may be advised to disconnect from family and loved 
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ones. 

 

When I moved up the ladder and became the Graduate Officer, the things I saw 

and read were even more absurd. I took a “Product Clearing Course” and 

training on the Valuable Final Product (VFP) took a day or so. Thus did I become 

a Certified Counselor in aftercare and relapse prevention. And, of course, 

calculating the Narconon success rate was an eye-opener! 

 

Basically, my job consisted of preparing statistics about the patients or 

“Products” and having the data ready to send up-lines to Scientology every 

Thursday by 2:00 P.M. sharp. Nothing else seemed to matter except these stats. 

 

If patients I contacted had relapsed, they were not counted as VFP’s; they could 

not be expected to perform what we needed. I also had to convince the patients 

who were doing well (VFP’s) to send a new intake patient to Narconon Trois-

Rivières. We were to suggest that the successful patient’s life was saved by 

Narconon and that now this same patient “owed” a debt to help Narconon. 

 

I was instructed to spend less time on the suffering relapsed patients. No stats 

could be used for them and Narconon did not want too many to come back at 

one time, because it would not look good. 

 

Discharging graduating patients was an easy task. It took only an hour or so to 

process them and send them back to the same environment they came from. I 

knew some that needed a half-way house or a similar step to ensure a safe 

environment, but my words fell on deaf ears and were met with outlandish 

comments from my superiors. 

 

When a cry for help arrived in my email inbox, my instructions were to have the 

relapsed patient read the Narconon books and perhaps do a Scientology 

“condition formula”. I thought: “They were here for 4 months reading these 

crazy books and the books did nothing to prevent a relapse. What is a couple 

more days going to do when they are not even here?” I remember sitting at my 

office desk in tears, reading their tales of suffering and their cries for help — 

“Please David, help me.” Mistakenly, I did bring a couple back, and I do regret 

this. 

 

Once the patient interviews are complete, a graduating patient is driven to the 

Montreal airport and dropped off to catch a flight. Unfortunately, there is often 

much time to visit one of the airport bars before the flight, and some lasted 
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only minutes before relapsing! 

 

The Narconon staff, who are also Scientologists, are well aware that the only 

way for a Narconon patient to remain clean and sober, according to L. Ron 

Hubbard, is to enroll in the “NED Drug Rundown” offered at the Church of 

Scientology. 

 

Scientology’s own words about the “NED Drug Rundown” say: “On this 

rundown, the harmful effects of drugs are erased and a person is freed from 

the compulsion or need to take drugs. This service handles drugs and the 

real reason a person started taking them in the first place.” 

 

“Addressing drugs with NED technology removes the barriers that prevent 

progress up THE BRIDGE levels. It is a vital step on your NED program.” 

 

What these quotations imply is that the Narconon program does NOT erase 

the harmful effects of drugs, nor does it free a patient from the compulsion 

or need to take drugs! 

 

As evidence documents prove, Narconon is nothing more than a recruitment 

center for the Church of Scientology, to expand its cult practices into the 

secular community using Scientology coercion and exploitation of vulnerable 

and very ill patients. Aftercare of patients is all but non-existent. 

 

Patty (Pieniadz) Moher was Executive Director of a state Narconon program and 

also a Scientologist for 27 years. She says: “Narconon tries to pretend that it is 

not a Scientology front group, but the links have been exposed many times in 

the past. It is just another hoax that the cult uses to make money.” 

 

Participation in an aftercare program often makes the difference between 

abstinence and relapse. Overcoming months or years of addiction isn’t easy for 

anyone, especially after Narconon. Going through treatment for an addiction is 

often a life-saving blessing, but it’s just the first step in an ongoing process 

toward recovery. 

 

Addicts are never “cured” of their addiction. It is a disease like many others. 

Addicts learn to understand the basis for their addiction, to see the 

contributing factors, to cope with and manage cravings and temptations, and to 

develop more healthy behaviors that will sustain them on their path toward 

recovery. 
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A person sometimes just needs a friend or a loved one, someone who 

understands, and someone who has been through the same type of experience. 

Whether it’s today, next week or next year, something may happen that rocks 

the carefully established foundation of sobriety and the person in recovery 

needs help. Again, help and support —– or an understanding ear to listen — is 

always available in an appropriate 12-step group. Friends, sponsors and the 

people the recovering addict meets during these meetings may be the lifeline 

that keeps them firmly rooted in sobriety — or helps them out during periods 

of crisis. 

 

David Edgar Love 

Montreal Personal Safety Examiner 

 

Narconon Trois-Rivieres Donates to Montreal Scientology 

 

On February 7, 2011, I received a message from a credible source, that on the 
wall in the communications center at Narconon Trois-Rivieres, there was a 
payment sheet, clearly indicating the “COS” (Church of Scientology), receiving 
approximately $3,000 bi-weekly, from Narconon Trois-Rivieres. 

 

This following image shows a $20,000 donation to the Montreal Church of 
Scientology from Narconon Trois-Rivieres. And also, upon close examination, 
two Executives from arconon Trois-Rivieres, BERNARD, MARC & PELAND, 
CAROLE (Married Couple), donated $5,500. 

 

It was/is common Scientology policy for Narconon International, ABLE Canada, 
and at the same time, Narconon Canada to appear at the Narconon Trois-
Rivieres facility to perform inspections, administer policy as per prescribed in 
Scientology doctrines and policies by L. Ron Hubbard and the Church of 
Scientology in Montreal, Quebec City, Toronto, and the Church of Scientology 
Headquarters in California. These Scientology Corporate entities have complete 
control over the administration, directives, and all Narconon Trois-Rivieres 
programs being administered. 

 

The Executive Director at Narconon Trois-Rivieres must obey and abide by the 
aforementioned entity directives. Failure to do so, results in severe discipline. 

http://www.examiner.com/personal-safety-in-montreal/david-love


16 
 

 

 



17 
 

 

While I was at Narconon Trois-Rivieres, there was approximately $600,000 in 
their “building fund”, but soon dwindled to about $100,000.  

 

Narconon Canada, ABLE Canada, and Narconon International staff, were all 
present at Narconon Trois-Rivieres at the same time to perform what they call  

“Corrections” and other administrative practices. There were a total of seven (7) 
of these entity staff members, earning inflated daily incomes up to $350.00 
each per day. (as I was informed by Aline Proux, the Executive from Narconon 
Canada), plus travel, car rentals, and incidental expenses. These expenses easily 
totalled $25,000 every ten days they were there.  

 

Also, Narconon Trois-Rivieres Executive Director, Sylvain Fournier spent a 
considerable amount of Narconon funds on being the “Major Sponsor of a 
large scale event ( Le Monaco and Pro-Am Golf Tournament for Interval).” 

This is reflected in the leaked email between the Montreal Church of 
Scientology and Sylvain Fournier, NN TR Director in 2008. 

 

Quite notable, Sylvain Fournier was fired from being the Narconon Trois-
Rivieres Executive Director. 

 

Also, the Executive Director, Marc Bernard, was removed by Aline Proulx, 
Executive of Narconon Canada, who was posted as the ETO Officer by Narconon 
International and the Church of Scientology. 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OFFICER,  

1. the purpose of Establishment Officers is to establish and maintain the 
establishment of the org and each division therein.  

The term Esto is used for abbreviation. (HCO PL 7 Mar 72)  

2. the Establishment Officer is the person who keeps it established and makes 
sure that it produces and that the programs come out straight and that those 
targets and quotas are met. (ESTO 10, 7203CO5 SO II) 

 3. an Esto is supposed to hat somebody and get him producing what he should 
be producing on that post. First there's an instant hat and get him producing on 
the post. Then we mini hat him and get him producing on the post. Then we 
full hat him and get him producing on the post. (ESTO 10, 7203CO5 SO 11) 

 4. their duties consist of org boarding, training, hatting, apprenticing, pouring 
in personnel, lines, spaces and materiel and equipment of the Division -Bureau. 
(OODs 4 Mar 72)  

5. this person operates in a division, not under its secretary but under a senior 
Establishment Officer. He performs the duties of the Departments of HCO for 
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that division. In a small org it requires a trained Establishment Officer for 
Divisions 7, 1 and 2 and another for Divisions 3, 4, 5 and 6. In a larger org there 
is one in charge of all Establishment Officers and an Establishment Officer in 
each division. As the org grows, the larger divisions get Assistant Establishment 
Officers to the divisional one. They do not establish and run away. They 
establish and maintain the division staff, personnel hats, posts, lines, materiel 
and supplies. Their first job is to get staff working at their posts producing 
something and their next task is to drive dev-t out of existence in that org. 
(HCO PL 29 Feb 72, Correct Comm) 

 6. the first Establishment Officer Course was developed on Flag in October 
1971. This was the Tech Establishment Officer Course (TEO). There are now 
Establishment Courses for each division of the org. An Establishment Officer is 
a specialist in the operation of a particular division, who also needs to be 
trained in the skills of establishing, which includes: getting production of 
valuable final products, recruiting staff , posting the org board of the division, 
getting personnel to study, hatting, training divisional staff , getting volume, 
quality and viability of production increased, establishing the lines of the 
division. (HCO PL 5 Feb 72 III) 

 7. one who establishes a division. Junior to the Establishment Officer I/C but in 
the division under its secretary, the Establishment Officer puts in the divisional 
personnel, lines, materiel and trains, hats and maintains and expands the 
established division to the benefit of the org and its staff. (LRH ED 168R INT)  

8. now I've used Establishing and Establishment Officer interchangeably. It's a 
descriptive term. The actual term is Establishment Officer. His duties are 
establishing. (ESTO 2, 7203COl SO 11)  

9. a leading Establishment Officer's Department is a Departmental 
Establishment Officer who has Section Estos under him due to the 
numerousness of the section. An Establishment Officer's Section is an 
Establishment Officer of a section where there is a Departmental and Divisional 
Esto. (HCO PL 7 Mar 72) 

 10. an Esto is a third dynamic auditor who deaberrates a group by cleanly 
organizing it so it can produce. (FSO 529) Abbr. Esto, ESTO. 

 

(Definition of ORG used in the aforesaid: “Scientology Organization)” 

 

(Each Scientology Church is called a “ORG”) 

 

(Each Scientology ORG has an ORG Board, which lists all the employee postings 
and command chain in each division. Narconon Trois-Rivieres has a huge ORG 
Board in the Staff Academy - - and smaller ORG Boards elsewhere.) 
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Narconon Trois-Rivieres – Shows Videos against Psychiatry 

and Pharmaceutical Companies and Prescribed Drugs 

 

During the Narconon Program, a Scientologist obtained a video from the 
Montreal Church of Scientology that depicted Drug Companies as evil and 
promoted not taking prescribed drugs that help many cope and function in 
society. Scientology-Narconon are vehemently against and speak loudly to 
Narconon patients and society in general about “Say No To Drugs.” Many of the 
public believe this to mean illegal drugs, but in reality, they are teaching and 
promoting their own Scientology Religious Doctrines not to use mental health 
prescribed drugs. This is a known fact and I have documents to prove this. 

 

This lengthy video was set up in the Narconon Trois-Rivieres dining room area 
on the approximate 52 inch Television for all to watch. This same Scientologist 

gave Scientology Dianetics books to patients to read; including myself.  

 

 

Leaks sur Narconon-CCHR (2008) re-hoster  

26 March 2008  

TO: XXXXXXXX  

From: President CCHR Quebec City  

 CSW  

Funds needed for the venue and promotion for the  

CCHR Travelling Exhibit  

Situation  

We'll have the CCHR travelling exhibit from April 25th to May 4 th.  

The venue is located in a very upstats area of Quebec City, the Old Port, right in 
the exhibition section of the Cruise Terminal, aside the St-Lawrence River and a 
block away from the Museum of Civilisation. From this area we also have a 
superb view of the Chateau Frontenac, one of the oldest and most beautiful 
building of North America.  

The surface of the venue is 3500 square feet. Photos are joined to this csw.  

The travelling exhibit is key to counter one of the worse attack of psychiatry on 
this planet: the Neurocity pro- ject which aims at creating in Quebec City a huge 
Research/Pharmaceutical complex whose stated goal is to accomplish advanced 
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research in the brain and the genes in order to provide specific treatments 
(drugs) to people that have genetic probability to have a "mental disease" or 
becoming "criminal" in their life.  

That project has been pushed hard for years by OLs in the field of psychiatry 
(national and international psy- chiatry). They have already created a huge 
genetic database of Quebecers they use to show links between mental illness 
and genes. In short, THEIR GOAL IS TO ENTER RIGHT INTO THE 211 DYNAMIC 
BY  

PRETENDING THAT, FOR INSTANCE, A FUTURE BABY FROM A "SIMPSON" AND 
A "GARDNER" WOULD HAVE 20% OR 45.947% CHANCES TO BE A FUTURE 
SCHIZO OR CRIMINAL. IF THEY SUCCEED IN PUSHING THAT IDEA (AND THEY 
ALREADY HAVE TO SOME DEGREE), THEY'LL BE ABLE TO CREATE A 
PSYCHIATRIC FILE ON YET UNBORN BABIES AND ON EACH ADULT AS WELL!  

The Neurocity project is already well advanced and funded. The research tenter 
Robert-Giffard receives millions annually and their funding stats have been in 
affluence in the past 10 years. They are affiliated with the Uni- versity Laval 
which has strong ties with the leaders of Neurocity.  

Now they're aiming at getting $250M for that project, and as 1 said they have 
progressed a lot. They have great PR, they have attracted ail the mayors and 
economic organisations of our area to also demand help from government and 
others to get rid of ail stops for their deadly project. Most allies they have, of 
course, dont know the real nature of psychiatry. We know it and we need to 
show it BIG.  

For more details on Neurocity, see the December 2007 CSW I sent.  

Other data  

To counter the psychs here we've planned to deliver to them extremely hard 
blows. Here they are:  

 1. Our web site www.droitshumains.ca is one of the best in French, on the 
subject of psychiatry. We get visitors from every French speaking countries of 
the world. Our site ranks high in search engines for ail French words that relate 
to our activity. We get orders for the DVD usually each week, last week we got 
4.  

 2. CCHR Quebec has been very active in the past 2-3 years, sending dozens of 
press releases to hundreds of medias of the Province. 1 personally have done 
dozens of radio interviews, so I'm well hatted in handling medias and pushing 
our lines out. 1 have a data bank of about 1000 emails (medias, allies, heaith 
groups...) with whom I'm in regular communication. They will be invited (and 
TR3) to come to the exhibit. I'm already very well safe pointed in 3 radio 
stations in Quebec, where I've done many radio interviews. We will use them to 
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PR and pro- mote the exhibit at large. Also, as I've been in communication with 
ail the medias of my area for about two years, 1 will personally contact every 
one of them and handle them so that they come to see the exhibit and they 
invite me on their show.  

 3. We've mocked up and printed a promo piece to sell the DVD. The button 
used is on children and it is very hard hitting. 10,000 will be distributed this 
week and 1 expect a LOT of TA from it. We want to get printed 100,000 that 
would be distributed in April, before the exhibition. The leaflet will be modified 
to add an invitation to come to the exhibition. The actual leaflet that will be 
sent out this week is joined to this CSVV. People are urged to came to our web 
site to but' the DVD and get informed. This should also increase tremendously 
our mailing list.  

 4. Our whole ides is to knock hard and fast, in order to bring the enemy in 
apathy. Very basic teck: lots of force and high speed of delivery. The key to do 
that is to get in communication with 5000 paediatricians and MDs in our large 
area to SELL them the DVD and get them to come to the exhibit. The 
paediatricians are key to destabilize the psych industry. We really want to 
increase their awareness level and to transform some of them as 
whistleblowers.  

 5. 1 have the email addresses of thousands of psychologists. They avili ali 
receive repetitive invitations to tome to the exhibit and see by themselves and 
buy the DVD as well. Our outflow will also reach each high school, college and 
university of the half part of the Province of Quebec that CCHR Quebec covers.  

That represents many hundreds of other invitations sent.  

 6. 1 have the email addresses of about 4000 primary schools and 
kindergartens to which I've been in communi- cation in the past. We'Il send 
them invitations for the exhibit, precisely tailored to ADHD and the failure of 
psychs programs in schools.  

Costs  

To accomplish the above, we need the following money:  

$11,200 Cost for the renting of the venue.  

$5,643 Distribution of 100,000 promo pieces (OSA Can has told us they would 
assume the cost of printing)  

$1,065. 7500 Envelopes, 7500 head letters (one color), 1000 business cards, 50 
posters 11x17  

$2,935 5000 stamps  

$350 Special Invitations for 300 VIPs (special envelope and upstats invitation 
plus stamps)  
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$450 Grand opening expenses (ribbon, flowers, audio-visual equipment rental, 
digital video tape...)  

$500 Food/catering for the Grand Opening  

$200 100 press/official packs for media and VIPs  

Total: $22,343.  

Solution  

The solution is to approve that CSW. The Province of Quebec is a kind of 
"closed society", where 70% of people mainly speaks French, with very little 
English. Psychiatry has been very profoundly involved in enslaving our 
population, maybe more than any other place in North America. It's here that 
the "Duplessis's orphans scandal" occurred where about 10,000 children were 
badly experimented on by psychs or stigmatized by psychs labels. Freedom 
Magazine has described this scanda) as the greatest crime in North America in 
the 20111 century.  

It's in our Province that Ewen Cameron conducted some of the worst mind 
control experiments in the '50s and '60s. It's here that Heinz Lehmann has 
conducted the first experiments on chlorphomazine (thorazine) in the '50s that 
launched the psychiatric-pharmaceutical industry. From some hundreds of 
thousands then it has become a $80 Billion industry. And now with Neurocity, 
they plan to "do it again".  

Doing the above will seriously hait them, showing to tens of thousands that 
something can be done against psychiatry's lies and harm.  

Final note: to, show you the interest Vve been able to build in the medias about 
our activities, a guy from a radio station just called this morning to interview 
me regarding the DVD on psychiatry. We'll get an important coverage, all over 
the Province.  

 

Approved Disapproved  

 

Scientology and psychiatry have come into conflict since the foundation of 
Scientology in 1952. Scientology is publicly, and often vehemently, opposed to 
both psychiatry and psychology. Scientologists view psychiatry as a barbaric 
and corrupt profession and encourage alternative care based on spiritual 
healing. According to the Church of Scientology, psychiatry has a long history 
of improper and abusive care. The group's views have been strongly disputed, 
criticized and condemned by experts in the medical and scientific community 
and been a source of public controversy. 
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L. Ron Hubbard, Scientology's founder, was critical of psychiatry. Referring to 
psychiatrists as "psychs", Hubbard regarded psychiatrists as denying human 
spirituality and peddling fake cures. He was also convinced that psychiatrists 
were themselves deeply unethical individuals, committing "extortion, mayhem 
and murder. Our files are full of evidence on them." 

 

A number of psychiatrists have strongly spoken out against the Church of 
Scientology. After Hubbard's book, Dianetics: the Modern Science of Mental 
Health was published, the American Psychological Association advised its 
members against using Hubbard's techniques with their patients. Hubbard 
came to believe that psychiatrists were behind a worldwide conspiracy to attack 
Scientology and create a "world government" run by psychiatrists on behalf of 
the USSR. 

 

Hubbard's efforts to cast the field of psychiatry as the source of all[unbalanced 
opinion] of humanity's problems are exemplified in a policy letter written in 
1971, in which he attempted to redefine the word "psychiatrist" to mean "an 
antisocial enemy of the people". 

 

A 1969 book, Believe What You Like, described an attempt by Scientologists to 
secretly infiltrate the National Association of Mental Health in Britain and turn 
official policy against mental health treatment. Though they were expelled from 
the organization after their identity and mission was revealed, the Church of 
Scientology then filed a number of suits against the NAMH. 

  

When Operation Snow White, a Church of Scientology campaign to purge 
unfavorable records about Scientology and its founder L. Ron Hubbard, was 
revealed in 1980, it came to light that Scientology agents of the Guardian's 
Office had also conducted a similar campaign against the World Federation for 
Mental Health and the National Association of Mental Health. 

 

# # # 

 

I think it suffice to say that Scientology-Narconon has serious issues with how 
Medical Professionals and experts treat patients with mental health issues and 
disease. 

 

It is important for this Certification Committee to understand and know the 
facts that Narconon Trois-Rivieres is against and forbids patients to continue 
using Physician Prescribed medications for mental health conditions that help 
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the patient be in a stable mental capacity which ollows them to cope and 
function in society. 

 

I have two written confirmations concerning one patient who was denied his 
physician prescribed medication while at Narconon Trois-Rivieres. This patient 
became psychotic and tried to commit suicide by jumping out of the second 
floor window of the men’s dorm at Narconon. Fortunately, his life was spared. 

 

Another patient, while in a hot sauna at Narconon, was denied his insulin by a 
Narconon Executive and was admitted to Hospital Emergency where his life was 
saved. He spent three days in hospital. Denis Grenier from the Ministry of 
Health and Social Services, has found this Patient’s Hospital records to 
substantiate and confirm the evidence I gave him. 

 

Another young man is dead due to the Narconon Staff not responding to 
mental issues that this patient had.  

 

 The following two Published Articles, tell the stories of two of these 
victims: 

 

Narconon – Near Death Sauna Experience 
 

Posted on December 12, 2011 

 

“Anything that may tarnish their reputation is hushed up and not spoken 
about.” 

  

The young man laboured to tell his near death experience at the Narconon 
Trois-Rivieres treatment center in Quebec, Canada. As we stood on the balcony, 
many of us stared in disbelief as we listened to what he was saying. It seemed 
incomprehensible that such a thing could happen. 

  

He was a young man; his face seemed drained of life. His usual happy smile was 
replaced with a colorless look of sadness and wonder. While we were gathered 
around listening to his story, a Taxi pulled into the parking lot and the driver 
stepped out of the car. “What’s the Taxi for”, we asked, as the young man 
directed the driver to the front office. 
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 And here begins this disturbing and absurd story of negligence and treating 
very ill Patients with the doctrines of Scientology at a Narconon treatment 
center. 

  

The Sauna Purification Treatment: 

  

This young man had endured and suffered through days in a high temperature 
sauna, taking large doses of Niacin and other vitamin concoctions. Five hours a 
day under such extreme conditions, while not being administered his insulin 
for an acute diabetic condition, was an outrage to many. It didn’t seem possible 
that a treatment center or caregiver would not supply and administer a 
physician prescribed medicine that was this Patient’s life line to survival. 

  

The young man was rushed to hospital emergency where the immediate 
attention of emergency physicians and staff, saved the young man’s life. 
Without this emergency care, he would surely have died. The hospital staff 
voiced their disbelief to the Narconon staff member so boisterously, that the 
young staff member broke down in tears. As the Narconon staff member 
explained the scene to me, it was a sad situation indeed. 

  

After a few days of hospital care and treatment, the young man called 
Narconon Trois-Rivieres for a ride back to the center. It was quite late and after 
several tries with no answer at Narconon, he set out on foot to walk the 
distance. It wasn’t long before exhaustion set in and he turned around to go 
back to the hospital. He had no money, but eventually convinced a cab driver 
that Narconon would pay for the trip once they arrived at the center. 

  

Once at Narconon, nobody could be found to pay for the Taxi and the driver 
was told to return the next day for payment. 

  

After he told us of his near death experience, I asked if he was going to seek 
legal advice or any other compensation avenues for what happened. He said, 
“No, I just want to get out of here and go home as soon as possible.” He didn’t 
look well and his speech seemed slow and sad. 

  

I later spoke to the staff member who took him to the hospital emergency and 
she verified the young man’s story. A few minutes after speaking to her, a 
security guard approached me and said, “David, somebody should call the 
authorities or media before there is a death here.” I said, “Why don’t you do it – 
you know the sensitive position I’m in here right now; but I agree with you one 
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hundred percent.” It was a very serious incident that could have easily ended in 
death, but nothing was done – until now. 

  

The Cover Up: 

  

A few days later, while standing outside with a few staff members, the 
Narconon, Scientology Executive who was responsible for the young man not 
receiving his insulin, said in a loud voice, “If I hear any of you talking one more 
time about this insulin matter, I will “POUND” you.” This executive was well 
known for her outlandish actions and comments, but nevertheless we knew she 
meant it and we abided by her threat not to speak about it again. 

  

As in most of the abuses and problems at this treatment center, anything that 
might tarnish their reputation or attract attention from authorities or media, is 
hushed up and it is forbidden to speak about it; under threat of punishment. 
Many cases of Patients being rushed to hospital from seizures while in the care 
of inexperienced withdrawal unit staff members or suffering from stomach 
pains due to extreme doses of Niacin, are not uncommon to this treatment 
center. 

  

Complaints have been forwarded to Heath Authorities and investigations are 
moving forward to prevent this negligence from continuing unchecked. They 
are being monitored closely and it may be only a short time before they are 
closed permanently. 

  

By: David Edgar Love 

 

# # # 

 

Party at Narconon Staff Apartment – One Dead 
 

Posted on December 11, 2011 

 

Prior to pulling the trigger and taking his own life, this young man and father to 
a young child, had been through the Narconon Trois-Rivieres treatment center 
multiple times with no success. Indeed, a sad event that stirred many emotions 
and left a child fatherless. 
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We’ll never know for sure whether this senseless death could have been 
prevented, but I suggest that professional medical care and a qualified therapist 
would certainly have increased his chances. Unfortunately, the pseudoscientific 
doctrines and practices of Scientology hinder to such a degree, that all too 
often vulnerable victims of Narconon-Scientology meet their untimely demise. 

  

How could such a horrific event happen when this patient had been through 
Narconon so many times? It is apparent that Narconon staff members were 
aware of a gun or guns being at the apartment building down the road from 
Narconon Trois-Rivieres, where several apartments were occupied by them and 
visited by ex-Narconon patients. In fact, the deceased was involved with one of 
these Narconon staff members and they had a child together. 

  

After communicating with two ex-staff members, (one being the mother of the 
child), the chaotic scene became clear. Too many cocaine and alcohol parties; 
notably one getting out of hand, and the inebriation turned into a very violent 
scene, followed by a young man’s death. 

  

More than 14 received emails, containing over 2,500 words, paint a scene of 
staff parties which involved a graduate patient and a loaded gun. These staff 
members had crossed the line of responsibility to care for and protect human 
life and safety. 

  

The party raged; the gun was passed over the balcony, and death. 

  

This vulnerable young man was known by staff to be suicidal and in fact 
attempted to take his own life on an earlier occasion as a quote from one email 
indicates: “Before he went back to the center last time, he tried to commit 
suicide.” 

  

These staff members were well aware of the previous psychological condition 
of this person, but did not take the appropriate steps to inform the police or 
the Narconon Executives of the situation, which may have prevented this 
incomprehensible event. 

  

In any other treatment center, surely the well trained and qualified staff would 
have immediately addressed this young man’s issues and referred him for 
therapy and counseling. 
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Unfortunately, many of the Narconon Trois-Rivieres staff living at this 
apartment complex, were only recent graduates themselves and unbeknown to 
the executives, had relapsed. 

  

When a patient completes a drug treatment or alcohol treatment program, they 
do not simply walk outside the door of the facility and begin a new life with no 
worries or problems. This difficult time of coping in society can be even more 
stressful when there is no comprehensive aftercare therapy and counselling in 
place. The three most common issues for relapse are temptation, stress, and 
relationships. Unfortunately for this young man, all three of these were in his 
life and evident after he completed the Narconon Trois-Rivieres treatment 
program. 

  

He was in a relationship with one of the staff members; the temptation was 
before him with other staff members and ex-students using drugs and alcohol 
in his environment; and obviously the stress was too much for him to cope and 
he relapsed back into the horrors of addiction and took his own life. Narconon 
boasts that their program written by Scientology Author, L. Ron Hubbard, to be 
a complete cure, and administers an excellent aftercare program which helps 
keep the person drug free for life. This is simply not the case; especially for this 
young man. 

  

The aftercare program at Narconon, many times is administered by a staff 
member, the Graduate Officer, who monitors and attempts to help those 
patients having problems coping or who have relapsed. Often, the Graduate 
Officer is a recent graduate of the Narconon program themselves and have no 
professional training in relapse prevention, except for a “Product Clearing” drill 
and session administered by their Scientology supervising staff member. Yes, 
graduate patients from the Narconon program are designated as “Products.” A 
graduate patient who is doing well is classed as a Valuable Final Product or VFP. 
These products can be counted on to help bring in more new patients to 
Narconon and thus fill their coffers and raise the success rate stats in their 
weekly reports to the Church of Scientology. 

  

Much of the Narconon aftercare program consists of having the patient apply 
some of the Scientology policies and doctrines they were subject to while in the 
program. They are generally not referred to an outside therapist, councillor, or 
any other medical professional. Aftercare is administered within the 
technologies of science fiction writer, L. Ron Hubbard and scientology policies. 

  

Many graduate patients do not even leave Narconon following graduation. Some 
still fragile and psychologically sensitive, are easily lured into working for them 
for free or meagre wages as low as 25% of the legal minimum wage. Often being 
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groomed and recruited long before their program is completed; these 
vulnerable patients are exploited for value. 

  

Did this young man receive the appropriate aftercare from Narconon Trois-
Rivieres? I suggest not, as one excerpt from a recent email quote: “….. he had 
been through Narconon at least three times .. had a kid with (staff member)…..”  
And another email message quote: “…After graduation he drank right away and 
then was with Jane Doe, (not real name), when I caught xxxxxx smoking 
crack…” 

  

There are strict policies in place at nearly every reputable drug treatment center 
concerning staff member relationships with patients. It is absolutely forbidden 
and against all ethical and professional conduct when employed at a treatment 
center, to have any relationship, especially intimately with a patient while they 
are in treatment and even post program. 

  

A word that Narconon does not use in their program is, “Psychosocial.” It refers 
to a patient’s psychological development in and interaction with a social 
environment. The individual is not necessarily fully aware of this relationship 
with his or her environment and their vulnerability can be easily exploited; as 
was the case at Narconon Trois-Rivieres. 

  

Boundaries and boundary violations: 

  

Many boundaries exist in the profession of rehab staff employee and patient 
relationship. These include boundaries of role. The staff must remain on target 
as a care giver time and behave ethically in their relationship to the patient. 
There is also a boundary concerning gifts, services, and physical contact. Sexual 
misconduct usually commences with violations of more minor boundaries. The 
road to care giver-patient sex begins with progressive boundary violations. 

  

It may be simply a returned smile, a pat on the back, a sore shoulder rub, or 
gifts between staff and patient. Physical contact is far more prevalent in the 
Narconon withdrawal unit, where the patients receives “touch assists”; a 
pseudoscience therapy prescribed by Scientology doctrine. Two Narconon staff 
employees were fired for touch assisting where they should not have, on female 
patients. 

  

One staff member received expensive gifts from a married patient, with no 
objection from executives whatsoever. The staff member was visited by this 
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patient following completion of their program. Sometimes it is not what a 
relationship really is; it is what it is seen to be by other staff and patients. 

  

At Narconon Trois-Rivieres, at least ten cases have been documented of staff-
patient relationships in only an eleven month span. Many of these flings ended 
up in disaster, with many relapsing and one dead. Some of these relationships 
were intimate and began while the patients were under the care of the 
treatment center. Many of the staff members involved, were recent graduates 
from the program. They had no qualified or credible training in appropriate 
patient care and ethical conduct. Perhaps they were just vulnerable ex-patients 
who were recruited into Narconon as many are, but the responsibility for these 
unethical acts must be pointed towards the executives at Narconon Trois-
Rivieres and other executives and staff from ABLE Canada, Narconon Canada, 
Narconon International, and the Church of Scientology in Montreal. All of these 
entities were at Narconon Trois-Rivieres, directing and administering directives. 

  

Are some Narconon patients exploited for their value to this cult organization 
and does this abuse of authority cause undue harm? In my opinion it does, and 
needs to be addressed by government and health agencies without delay, before 
another dies. Addiction treatment centers must have accredited facilities and 
qualified staff members to treat vulnerable and ill patients in their care. There 
should be no exceptions whatsoever. 

  

Wikipedia defines exploitation as : “a persistent social relationship in which 
certain persons are being mistreated or unfairly used for the benefit of others. 
This corresponds to one ethical conception of exploitation, that is, the 
treatment of human beings as mere means to an end—or as mere “objects”. 

  

In different terms, “exploitation” refers to the use of people as a resource, with 
little or no consideration of their well-being.” 

  

At Narconon, graduate patients are designated as “Products.” Graduate patients 
doing well are classed as “Valuable Final Products” or VFP’s. Even as a “Wog”, (a 
scientology term used as a disparaging word for non-scientologists), the 
patients have value when doing well and can contribute in any form to further 
the survival of their scientology group. 

  

Unfortunately, this is where the exploitation can be devastating to a patient 
nearing their program completion or once they graduate; especially when the 
patient has many past years of addiction and other psychological issues. The 
patients I interviewed were in fear of returning to their old environment and 
many of their apprehensions were notable and visible. This is not the time to 
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enter into an intimate relationship with a staff member of any treatment center 
in which the patient was being treated. On the contrary, further qualified after 
care and counseling is in order in almost every case to prevent a relapse. 

  

In July 2011, Narconon Trois-Rivieres will have to meet strict standards set by 
the Quebec Ministry of Health and Social Services and be “Accredited” to 
continue operating as an addiction treatment center. Will they be able to meet 
these standards? I doubt it. 

  

The story of this young man’s death and untold other incidents of abuse, 
mistreatment, neglect, and exploitation of the vulnerable, may be but a sad 
memory for many, but they will not be forgotten. 

  

By: David Edgar Love 

 

# # #  

 

I have statements from two Ex-Narconon Trois-Riviers staff members 
concerning the death of this young man. The following is from the deceased 
young man’s girlfriend. She was the Legal Liason Officer at Narconon and they 
had a child together. Intimate sexual encounters between patient and patient 
AND arconon Staff and Patient was/is common as you will see in further 
documents. This is due to Narconon being understaffed, with unqualified 
people, who know absolutely nothing about the behaviour of addicts and 
alcoholics. 

 

(Maryse: is the mother of Harold’s child) 

 

May 11, 2010 

Maryse Pl 

 

Hi David. 

 

This may be a long message, so please bare with me:) I have been reading the 
WWP forum out of curiosity for a while now. Even though leaving the center 
was probably one of the best decisions I have made in my life, I just was glad I 
was out of there. I found a new job and realized what a real work place is. No 
backstabbing, arguying all the time, writing other people up, games. well you 
know it.  
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I was talking to my new boss wondering why I stayed there so long. Looking 
back, I can't understand. It was for the students obviously, but still something 
was wrong. But I did have friends who did the program and work there who are 
doing well. And I was also in touch with students who are still doing well and 
that,s what I used as a motivation. Also, well I was a single mom and I honestly 
thought I could not get unemployment if I left my job and I had to be 
responsible for my child. I basically had to make a living. So, for me not getting 
paid could be seen as a blessing.  

 

When Harold died, I blamed the drug. He did many rehabs including 12 steps 
and he really believed NN was the answer. Before he went back to the center 
last time, he tried to commit suicide. I called the cops on him. He ended up in 
psychiatry, then he was released to a homeless shelter because I did not take 
him back. He absolutely wanted to get back to the center. 

 

I tried to tell him that any rehab would help, he could maybe try something 
else, but he really wanted to go to NN and he went for free. I was thankful 
because he believed in it and he was safe. Then, I knew exactly when he 
relapsed. Called him at lunch and he did not answer. Never heard from him 
personnally ever again. I heard he was living at Kyle's but I did not even bother 
to go kick the shit out of them. I just had enough. 

 

Then I heard one morning at the tech meeting from James (I think) that they 
called the cops on him the night before because of a gun. Then my brother 
called to say the cops went to his workplace with Harold picture looking for 
him stating he was dangerous and armed. I emailed his ex-wife to let her know 
what was up in case he tried to get in touch with her. He did and I knew he was 
in Ontario. Didn't know he still had the gun and then the rest is history. I 
personnally never talked about it at work because I had to be strong for me and 
my son and if I talked about it I would cry. I started to stop believing in the 
program, but wanted to fight addiction so much. Anyways it caught up with me. 
When I left I was 27 and felt like 40 years old.  

 

I have seen on the forum that the story is coming up. As a father, I think you 
may be able to relate to me. I d like if my child was not involved. It's enough 
that he lost a parent. His dad's name is there, my full name is there. I see your 
point but I just feel there is enough suffering for us there... I know you are 
using this in court, fine, but I would like if you could consider not sharing it on 
the internet. 

 

Anyways, I am sorry for the long email, I would like if this stays between us 
please, but you may ask me any question. I was not a big player at the center, I 
am not a scientologist, but who knows. I actually don't know why I told you all 
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of that, but I guess it feels good to get it out. Again, I'd like this to stay between 
us,, it is actually the third time I write to you, but keep deleting it. I am not one 
for going public, standing in the spotlight or fighting and I believe you can 
understand that. And I already find that my name is out there too much and I'd 
like to resume my quiet anonymous normal non scientologist life.  

Thanks. 

 

# # #  

 

 

May 11, 2010 

Maryse Pl 

 

I just re-read my message to you. Sorry it is so long.  

I just want to specify because it is not clear that not getting paid was a blessing 
because I could leave my job and have a valid reason to get unemployment. 
Which I did. 

Also, I did not mention to you that when Kyle came back to the center after all 
that, he went around with his liability form and the form said that he went to 
the cops about the gun incident and cooperated with them. it stuck with me 
because he went on about the fact tat he was afraid to be in danger because the 
guys who gave them the gun (or something like that) would know that it was 
coming from the 2 english guys and that they may come for him. But he went 
on about already 1 life lost and so on... 

 

 

 

 

May 15, 2010 

David Love 

 

Hi Maryse....... I was at a protest and in meetings most of the day and after 
reviewing some of the 9,600 or more pages of documents we have, and the 
other reports and information concerning Harold, your version of the events do 
not match? 

Enough "Good Roads - Good Weather" chats for now; sorry. 

 

David Love 
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May 16, 2010 

Maryse Pl 

 

Hi Dave, 

 

I don't see how my version of things with Harold would not match since I am 
the one who told NN what happened to him. I have seen Kyle's liability formula 
( about him stating that he was working with the police or not). It was put in my 
basket because I was refusing to talk to him. i don't have a copy of tat obviously 
but it would be on file at the center. 

 Whatever happened to Harold between November 4th or 5th and January 1st, I 
barely knew. I knew he was at Kyle's and that Joelyn was in the picture but we 
didn't talk. Then there was that thing James (I think it was him) said after a 
meeting and my brother who called me. Then, I knew he was in Ontario because 
of his ex-wife and then i found out on the 4th what happened to him. We think 
that it happened on the 1st because of the date on the letters he wrote. So I 
don't know what other info you have, but maybe check your sources. Like I told 
you when I first emailed you this is a painful subject, I understood why you 
brought it up (even if I wish it wasn't) and I'd have no reason to not tell you the 
truth. I could have just let it go and pretend I did not read anything. 

 Anyways, if you wish, you don't have to, maybe we can check the points that 
wouldn't match. If not, that's fine, but I assure you that this is what happened.  

Maryse 

 

 

 

 

May 16, 2010 

Maryse Pl 

 

Hi, Me again. 

 

 I just thought of something else. When I heard from James the story about 
Harold having guns and then my brother calling me about the police showing 
up at his work with a picture of Harold, I called them to see if they had found 
him because I was scared. He knew where I lived and what I had in my 
apartment and he did pawn my stuff in the past. They hadn't found him. i don't 
have dates , maybe end of November, beginning of December 2008, but I am 
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thinking that if someone had filed a complaints against him, they would have a 
file at the station? They also probably have one from June 2008 when I called 
them to say he was suicidal? They never gave me back the letter he wrote me 
that time (not that I would want it anyway). And the last letter he wrote on 
January 1st 2009, I only have the copy because the Ontario Cops still have the 
original for their investigation (because of the gun) so maybe they have some 
info there. Harold's mom told me it was a riffle he used. I have no proof of that, 
just her saying that to me. Anyways, just thought I'd let you know in case.  

Maryse 

 

 

May 16, 2010 

David Love 

 

Eye witness and third party versions can veil the truth, but when one compares 
and views the whole picture, (even though a few pieces are not there....yet), the 
image can be seen for what it is? 

 

David Love 

 

 

May 16, 2010 

Maryse Pl 

 

I guess you are right on that. Like I said in the email I sent you today, I barely 
knew what happened between November and January, so yes, I may be missing 
some pieces. I guess to me at this point it doesn't change anything in the sense 
that nothing can bring him back. But if something could have been done, well 
your work and the investigation will bring this to light. 

 

 

 

 

May 16, 2010 

David Love 

 

Maryse ........ there are very few people who have seen as many pieces of the 
picture as I have. And I know and understand that some people are very pissed 
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at me right now. This was expected in advance, but nevertheless I don't hold 
this against them. There is no room in my life to be bitter, thank goodness. 

  

Quite simply, what happened to Harold and others and myself, has affected my 
life......probably forever. For a child not to have a father, is upsetting; especially 
when I think it could have been prevented? You are right. Nothing can bring 
him back, but surely similar incidents like this could be prevented in the future; 
don't you think? 

  

If I had known about any guns, I would have grabbed any person by the scruff 
of the neck and hauled them in to somebody who could have done something 
to prevent or handle the situation immediately. I have seen too many deaths 
and suicide and I have seen what it does to families. Sad. 

  

Due to being under the control and abuse from one of the executives, I was told 
and shown things, which not even Marc or NN Int knows about ..... yet, and it's 
not right. At times, NN TR was one of the most insidious places I have ever 
experienced in my entire life. 

  

Unfortunately, because I know exactly how they think and operate, I don't 
expect much of this will be over anytime soon. The death of Harold is just a 
small peice of a huge picture. 

  

David Love 

 

# # # 

 

There are several more pages to what happened, but the important issue is that 
the Narconon Executives and staff knew that Harold was suicidal and needed 
professional medical attention from a qualified therapist. 

 

This Certification Committee must understand that Narconon IS 100% 
Scientology and follows ALL Scientology Religious Doctrines and therapies to 
the letter. It is a “High Crime” is Scientology-Narconon, to alter their 
Technology (Tech).  Professor Steven Kent from the University of Alberta, is an 
Expert Witness in Scientology-Narconon and he recently gave a deposition 
under oath in a Narconon Law Suit. He is quoted as, “After examining all of the 
Narconon Program Books, I found nothing that was not 100% Scientology.” 
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Professor Steven Kent has one of the largest libraries concerning Scientology in 
North America. 

 

When I completed the Narconon program, I was immediately given a brand new 
case of Scientology books. There was a closet full of these cases of books. My 
daughter who was at Narconon, also received a box, as well as others. 

 

Also, ABLE Canada, Brad Melnychuk purchases a video at Montreal Church of 
Scientology and delivers to David Love at Narconon Trois-Rivieres - - even 
brings a TV Monitor into the bedroom for my room-mate and I to watch it on.  

 

This was a video on the Religious teachings of Scientology. 

 

Mr. Melnychuk forgot the Credit Card Invoice in the Video Box and I have the 
original copy as posted below. 
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Narconon Trois-Rivieres “Disconnection Policy” 

 
Marc Bernard, director of Narconon Trois-Rivieres on July 13, 2010, gave a 
newspaper interview to Le Nouvelliste in Trois-Rivieres. In this interview, Marc 
Bernard states that there is a “Disconnection Policy” at Narconon. 

 

"We have a qualifications department that offers a self-correction system for our 
employees and it always aims to help a person improve. We all have moments of 
oppression in our life and we can be distracted by oppression. This is when 
negative things happen to us and this is why the method encourages 
"disconnection". This is what is taught in the writings that we work with. But 
never did we prevent him from communicating outside, that's ridiculous," 
exclaims Marc Bernard, who has never hidden the fact that the writings of L. Ron 
Hubbard inspire the method used by Narconon but without in any way turning 
Narconon into a religious recruitment centre.” 

 

As far as the accusations of psychological harassment are concerned, Marc 
Bernard categorically denies that David Love was in any way cut off from 
outside communication and cut off from contact with his family. 

 

# # #  

 

First, if I was not psychologically harassed, as per under the Quebec Labour 
Relation code/act, why did Marc Bernard settle out of Court at a Mediation 
Hearing, rather than present a defence? 

 

Second, the Disconnection Policy Marc Bernard admits that Narconon Trois-
Rivieres encourages, is one of the most devastating Scientology Policies that 
disconnects families and prevents communication between family members. I 
have documented evidence that staff put me through PTS interviews on more 
than one occasion and even listened at my office door. I have an email 
document where line Proulx admits to listening at my office door because she 
thought I was talking to my wife. 

 

I was even warned by this executive to delete all my emails from her because 
other Narconon staff were known to hack into our emails to gather information 
about any staff member who may be in touch with a Suppressive Person. 
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Here is the email from the Narconon Executive, Aline Proulx: 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Aline Proulx [mailto:aline.proulx@narconon.ca] 

Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 9:37 AM 

To: 'Narconon David Love' 

Subject: RE: Thank you David 

A bit of « advice » here….for these kind of personal communications 
what I suggest is that you use your own personal email address (so 
nobody can hack in). My main concern is that in the past there has 
been staff that were able to “hack” in our data base somehow and 
check other staff emails (RJ & myself for sure). You were “a bit” nattery 
about Scott and you have to be careful around here because even the 
“walls have ears”. As partners in life, we have to help each other keep 
our own ethics in and I’m sure you agree with that. 

  

I wish it was 5:00pm!!!!! It’s going to be a long day………………     

 

# # #  

 

Disconnection Policy 

 
(This is taught in the Narconon Program Books under Social and Anti-Social 
Personalities. Anti-Social meaning Suppressive Person and anyone connected to 
an SP is in a Potential Trouble Source (PTS) condition. Narconon Scientology 
doctrine teaches that, “All illness and all accidents are caused by being in a PTS 
condition” 

 

This is one of the worst policies of Scientology that their deceased founder L. 
Ron Hubbard made up. To "disconnect" means cutting off all communication. 
Between parents and children, or husband and wife. Regardless what bond one 
had previously. Scientology does this under a pretext of helping them. In fact it 
is more a means to keep members ignorant of outside 
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interference/information, which could result in revenue loss for the 
organization when members would leave because of gaining new perspectives 
with information previously withheld to them.  

 

A Scientologist or a “Pre-Clear at Narconon” can have trouble making spiritual 
progress in his auditing or training routines (TR’s), if he is connected to 
someone who is suppressive or who is antagonistic to Scientology or its tenets. 
He will get better from Scientology, but then may lose his gains because he is 
being invalidated by the antagonistic person. In order to resolve this, he either 
handles the other person's antagonism with true data about the Church, or as a 
last resort when all attempts to handle have failed, he disconnects from the 
person. 

 

The Scientologist or Narconon Pre-Clear, also learns the data on "Suppression 
and suppressive persons". Hubbard described twelve characteristics by which 
these evil suppressives could be identified. If a Scientologist gets sick, or has 
accidents, or is moody, they are told that they are connected to a suppressive 
person or influence, and they are instructed to find that source of suppression. 
Often, it turns out to be a parent, a spouse, a child, a boss, or a social contact. 
There are specific methods for dealing with the suppressive, from handling 
them, to ending up disconnecting from them. 

 

WHEN DISCONNECTION IS USED:  

An Ethics Officer can encounter a situation where someone is factually 
connected to a suppressive person, in present time. This is a person whose 
normal operating basis is one of making others smaller, less able, less powerful. 
He does not want anyone to get better, at all.  

 

In truth, an SP is absolutely, completely terrified of anyone becoming more 
powerful.  

 

In such an instance the PTS isn't going to get anywhere trying to "handle" the 
person. The answer is to sever the connection.  

 

A SUPPRESSIVE ACT: 

 

Any actions or omissions undertaken to knowingly suppress, reduce or impede 
Scientology or Scientologists, such as the suppressive acts/high crimes listed in 
HCO PL 7 March 1965RB, SUPPRESSIVE ACTS, SUPPRESSION OF SCIENTOLOGY 
AND SCIENTOLOGISTS, HCO PL 10 September 1983, PTSNESS AND 
DISCONNECTION, and any crime listed in HCO PL 7 March 1965RA, Issue III, 
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OFFENSES AND PENALTIES which has been reclassed as a high crime due to it 
being severe, of magnitude, harmful to many and committed repeatedly. 

 

# # # 

 

Toronto Responds to Scientology Cult 

 

Disconnection 
 

Posted on December 11, 2011 

 

http://youtu.be/JAMlfOJpWMQ 

  

http://youtu.be/obw-qStTS9w 

  

The writer, David Edgar Love, traveled from Montreal to Toronto to compare 
public opinion on predatory cults that are running lose in Montreal, Quebec. 
Similar tactics and abuses were apparent in both cities, with Toronto citizens 
eager to share their knowledge and negative experiences with scientology. 

  

Clearly, the citizens of Canada’s largest city are well aware of the past and 
present illegal and abusive behaviour of this dangerous, modern day cult of 
exploitation and extortion. Following four hours of mingling with pedestrians 
recently at a Toronto Anonymous protest at the Church of Scientology Toronto, 
the citizens’ voices were heard. 

  

“Why does our government allow these criminals to stay in business; they’re 
not a church – - more like a scam ripping people off…” chanted one passerby, 
eager to have his voice heard. Another detailed how he was lured into their 
clutches to take the infamous “Personality Test” – - a well-known method of 
setting the hook into the vulnerable victims’ mental flesh. He explained that he 
already knew about some of his personality issues and the attractive attendant 
told nothing new. After expressing his financial crisis, with no ability to 
purchase expensive introductory scientology courses, they released him back 
into society – - a free man. 

  

The Toronto church of scientology seems to be plagued with controversy and 
legal battles – - with the onslaught of new legal matters and litigation pending. 
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Many expressed their disgust at scientology’s behaviour in Canada and other 
countries. Pamphlets were handed out to pedestrians, pointing to past cult legal 
troubles: 

  

“On June 25, 1992, seven church members were convicted for operations 
against the Ontario Provincial Police, the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney 
General and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). The Church of 
Scientology itself was convicted on two counts of breach of the public trust: 
infiltration of the offices of the Ontario Provincial Police and the Ontario 
Ministry of the Attorney General. The Church of Scientology was ordered to pay 
a $250,000 fine. The Church of Scientology became the only Canadian religious 
organization to be convicted for breaching the public trust (the term ‘religious 
organization’ being used loosely; the Church of Scientology is not officially 
recognised by the Canadian Government as a religion).” 

  

“More than 100 police officers swept through the nine-story headquarters 
building with a search warrant empowering them to comb through the 75 
offices for two days.” 

  

“The police were armed with a battering ram, sledge hammers, axes, tape 
recorders and cameras, and fire extinguishers to be used if someone tried to 
burn the documents.” 

  

“Describing the raid, Scientology staff member Scott Carmichael said he was in 
a room near the reception center on the second floor “when I heard a loud 
noise – I thought it was a bomb.” 

  

“Then I saw all these officers walking into the room,” he said. “It was wall-to-
wall police. It was a bad scene.” 

  

The question remains; did scientology change their policies and behaviour 
following the aforementioned “bad scene” and criminal convictions? The public 
and cult’s victims think not. 

  

One young man at the protest, Adam Holland, holding a sign, “Corporate 
Scientology Destroys Families”, was a sad scene. Adam was a member of the 
Toronto Church of Scientology for two years. His father is a church member for 
nearly 25 years. After being disillusioned by scientology policy, Adam began 
speaking out in secret on various forums. When the church discovered it was 
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Adam Holland using an alias to express his views, he was declared a 
Suppressive Person and banned and exiled from the church. 

  

With this “declare”, Adam’s father could not speak to son and was forced 
through church of scientology policy, to “disconnect” from his son – - no longer 
being able to associate in any form whatsoever. 

  

At the November 19, 2011 protest in Toronto, Adam’s father walked by his son. 
His son said, “Hi Dad – - Dad, hi”, and his father did not respond nor even look 
toward his son. Adam does not blame his father, nor is he bitter or angry at his 
Dad. His love for his father, far overpowers resentment – - he only desires him 
back in his life. 

  

David Edgar Love 

 

# # # 

 

 

USA IRS - Government Proof Narconon IS Scientology Entity 

 

Is Narconon controlled by the Church of Scientology? This question has raised 
more controversy than almost any other concerning Narconon. There can be no 
real doubt that Narconon is a vigorous promoter of Scientology beliefs; its 
practices are so suffused by Scientology doctrines that they are better 
described as actually being Scientology, rather a derivation or adaptation. (See 
the Doctrines page for a detailed analysis.) But is Narconon actually a front for 
the Church of Scientology rather than merely being a fellow traveler?  

 

The definitive answer is that Narconon is, in fact, an official Church 
programme. In 1993, the Church of Scientology International (CSI) and the 
United States Internal Revenue Service struck an agreement, under which the 
Church gained tax exemption for itself and its subsidiaries and in return paid 
$12.5m to cover the church's payroll, income and estate-tax bills for an 
undisclosed number of years prior to 1993, as well as discontinuing numerous 
lawsuits. The terms of the agreement did not become public until four years 
later, when they were leaked to the Wall Street Journal. 

 

According to the Form 1023 Statement which CSI had to submit to the IRS prior 
to the agreement, Narconon forms part of CSI's "social betterment program": 
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Though Mr. Hubbard is best known for founding the religion of Scientology, he 
also authored very effective technologies for handling society's ills and 
bettering the lot of mankind as a whole. Over time these technologies have 
developed into four general social-betterment programs, each addressing a 
specific area of current social concern: Narconon, a drug rehabilitation 
program; ... 

 

For many years CSI and other churches of Scientology have conducted highly-
successful social reform programs based on Mr. Hubbard's technologies. They 
conducted these programs either directly or in close conjunction with 
charitable and educational organizations formed to help them bring Mr. 
Hubbard's technologies to the secular world.  

 

The bulk of CSI's social betterment program is carried out under the 
supervision and direction of Association for Better Living and Education ... ABLE 
accomplishes its goals primarily by providing technical and financial assistance 
and general promotional support to the international social-betterment 
organizations that work in ABLE's four areas of concern: Narconon 
International (drug rehabilitation) ... 

[Church of Scientology International Exemption Application Form 1023 
Attached Statement, 1993] 

 

When the agreement itself was drafted, CSI accepted responsibility for 
Narconon's tax status; the IRS and CSI defined it in the closing agreement as 
one of a number of "Scientology-related entities": 

 

The social benefit and other public benefit entities discussed at pages 1-28 
through 1-42 of the June [1992] submission [by CSI] along with all subsidiaries, 
subordinate chapters, subordinate organizations, or sublicensees thereof (e.g., 
organizations that are permitted to use particular names, copyrights, service 
marks, and/or technologies) are Scientology-related entities. Thus, for example, 
Citizens Commission on Human Rights, National Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Social Justice, Scientology Defense Fund Trust, Association 
for the Better Living and Education, Applied Scholastics Incorporated, Narconon 
International, The Way to Happiness Foundation, and the Foundation for 
Religious Freedom are Scientology-related entities. 

["Closing agreement on final determination covering specific matters", U.S. 
Internal Revenue Service, 1 October 1993] 

 

Shortly afterwards, CSI published a "Tax Compliance Manual" issued to 
Scientology missions and churches across the United States to instruct 
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Scientologists on the requirements of the agreement with the IRS. It includes a 
passage on Narconon and the other "social betterment" organisations: 

 

The SCIENTOLOGY charitable and educational institutions that the Internal 
Revenue Service has recognized as tax-exempt include Association for Better 
Living and Education, Narconon and Applied Scholastics and all Narconon 
centers and qualified schools that operate under the authority of Narconon and 
Applied Scholastics, The Way to Happiness Foundation, as well as the newly 
formed Hubbard College of Administration and its subordinate colleges. 
Narconon, Applied Scholastics and Hubbard College of Administration each 
have the authority to extend tax-exempt status to newly formed subordinate 
organizations. 

[Tax Compliance Manual, Church of Scientology International, 1993] 

 

Narconon and the Church of Scientology frequently play a verbal sleight of 
hand over the nature of this relationship: "Scientology" is often equated with 
"the Church of Scientology". Hence, Narconon insists that it is "corporately 
separate and distinct from the Church of Scientology" [Clark Carr, President of 
Narconon International, letter to Carroll Star News, 7 June 2002] and the 
Church says that "we don't have an organizational link [with Narconon]" 
[Graeme Wilson, Director of Special Affairs, Church of Scientology UK, quoted 
in Finchley Advertiser, 14 January 1993]. But the Church's own public 
documents demonstrate that "Scientology" means far more than just the 
Church. Scientology's trademarks are controlled and enforced by a separate 
corporation, the Religious Technology Center (RTC); its copyrights are held by 
another corporation, the Church of Spiritual Technology (CST); its publications 
are issued by yet another corporation, Bridge Publications - and so on. Few 
people, including the Scientologists, would deny that RTC and CST are part of 
Scientology. This classification was recognised in the 1993 agreement with the 
IRS, when the closing agreement stated that Narconon was one of a number of 
"Scientology-related entities" and the Tax Compliance Manual calls it a 
"Scientology charitable and educational institution". In short, Narconon is 
demonstrably part of the wider Scientology movement. 

 

The "Bridge to the Bridge" 

 

The whole agonized future of this planet, every man, woman and child on it, 
and your own destiny for the next endless trillions of years depend on what 
you do here and now with and in Scientology. 

[Hubbard, "Keeping Scientology Working"] 
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The ideological relationship between Narconon and Scientology highlights the 
closeness of the relationship. The Church of Scientology sees itself as being 
responsible for nothing less than the future of the entire planet. As such, 
"taking responsibility" is a central theme of Scientology doctrine. L. Ron 
Hubbard came to the conclusion that Scientology's long-range goal - "clearing 
the planet", could not be achieved unless certain conditions were met first, such 
as ridding the world of such menaces as psychiatrists, drugs and income tax. 
As the Church puts it,  

 

Reducing criminality and drug abuse, community cleanup and charitable 
contributions – when one considers the larger purpose of Scientology, it is no 
accident that members of the Church have chosen to focus their social 
betterment programs on these areas. For although the primary emphasis of 
Scientology remains on bettering the individual, on bringing him to greater 
heights of spiritual awareness, the long-range aim has always been the same – a 
civilization without insanity, without criminals and without war, where the able 
can prosper and honest beings can have rights, and where man is free to rise to 
greater heights.  

["Scientology in the Community - The Larger Purpose" - 
<http://www.scientologytoday.org/corp/pg0438.htm>] 

 

This same long-range aim is shared, word for word, by Narconon. Hubbard saw 
drug abuse and toxic contamination as a particularly vexing problem, due to its 
combination of scale - just about everyone on the planet is now exposed to a 
variety of artificial toxins - and its supposedly harmful spiritual effects, 
whereby even an aspirin was capable of causing a form of psychosis. He wrote: 

 

The planet has hit a barrier which prevents any widespread social progress — 
drugs and other biochemical substances. 

 

These can put people into a condition which not only prohibits and destroys 
physical health but which can prevent any stable advancement in mental or 
spiritual well-being. 

[Hubbard, "The Purification Program" - 
<http://drugrehab.lronhubbard.org/page22.htm>] 

 

By "widespread social progress" Hubbard meant Scientology, the "Bridge to 
Total Freedom"; and the only way to "stable advancement in mental or spiritual 
well-being", inevitably, was Scientology. Scientologists are deemed unable to 
achieve "case gain" (that is, spiritual improvement) unless they have first done 
the Purification Rundown, effectively making it a compulsory process for 
Scientologists. Likewise, for society as a whole, it is unable to make progress 
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unless it relieves itself of the harmful spiritual effects of drugs and toxins. As a 
result, Scientology's goal of creating "a civilization without insanity, without 
criminals and without war" is unachievable without tackling the drugs problem. 
The establishment of Narconon is thus central to Scientology's goal of changing 
the world and "putting in standard tech across the planet". As one issue of the 
magazine of Scientology's Social Coordination bureau put it, Scientologists 
must "HELP SECURE A BETTER FUTURE FOR THE PLANET AND THE ONES YOU 
LOVE ... A society where LRH tech is accepted and widely used is safe, sane and 
easy to live in." ["LRH's Technology Used in Society", Inroads - The Social 
Coordination International Newsletter, issue 3, 1984] 

 

The "social reform" groups have been described as "the bridge to the Bridge" 
the means by which Scientology's "technology" can be brought to society as a 
whole. Narconon's own newsletter coins this phrase and declares: 

 

NARCONON is freeing people from crime and drug abuse with standard tech, 
and starting them up RON's bridge to total freedom. WHO CAN YOU START 
ACROSS THAT BRIDGE? 

[Narconon News, vol 6 issue 3] (See above Photo Image “BRIDGE”) 

 

Narconon and the Guardian's Office 

 

To see how the organisational relationship between Narconon and Scientology 
has developed, it is worth looking at how Narconon got started. It originated in 
Arizona State Prison in 1966 as the brainchild of a convict named William 
Benitez, who had been incarcerated in December 1964 on drugs charges. 
Benitez himself describes, on the website of Narconon International, how he got 
the idea: 

 

After arriving at prison, a friend of mine gave me some reading material to 
keep me occupied while I was in the Orientation Cellblock pending transfer to 
general population. Among the material was an old, tattered book, 
Fundamentals of Thought, by L. Ron Hubbard. I had heard of his writings when 
I previously served a ten-year sentence at Arizona State Prison, but had never 
read them. I had always been an avid reader of books dealing with human 
behavior. Yet, this small book impressed me more than anything else I had ever 
read before. I read it over and over and then purchased additional books by Mr. 
Hubbard and studied them very carefully during the following year, even into 
the late hours of the night in my cell. ... 

 

What impressed me the most about [Hubbard's] materials was that they 
concentrated not only on identifying abilities, but also on methods (practical 
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exercises) by which to develop them. I realized that drug addiction was nothing 
more than a 'disability', resulting when a person ceases to use abilities essential 
to constructive survival. 

 

I found that if a person rehabilitated and applied certain abilities, that person 
could persevere toward goals set, confront life, isolate problems and resolve 
them, communicate with life, be responsible and set ethical standards, and 
function within the band of certainty. ... 

 

[After starting the program] I then wrote to Mr. Hubbard about Narconon. He 
and his organizations supported our program by donating books, tapes and 
course materials. We received hundreds of letters from throughout the world 
validating our efforts to make drug addiction and criminal or illegal behavior a 
thing of the past in our lives. 

 

Mr. Benitez completed his prison term and was released in October 1967. He 
moved to California to expand the Narconon organization and to make it 
available to persons in need. Mr. Hubbard and his organizations supported the 
effort, resulting in worldwide expansion. 

["About William Benitez" - <http://www.narconon.org/about_benitez.htm>] 

 

Narconon and the Church of Scientology refer to Narconon being incorporated 
"by William Benitez on May 20, 1970." [Kate Wickstrom, letter to Battle Creek 
Enquirer, 26 July 2002] Its incorporation was supposedly performed "to 
formalize what was then a loose, grassroots movement" [Church of Scientology 
International Exemption Application Form 1023 Attached Statement, 1993]. In 
fact, there was rather more to its incorporation than is generally admitted. 
What neither the Church of Scientology nor Narconon mention in their 
literature is that two other individuals were co-incorporators: Henning Heldt 
and Arthur "Arte" Maren. Their involvement is highly significant, as they were 
senior members of the Guardian's Office of the Church of Scientology. A decade 
later, Heldt was in prison along with L. Ron Hubbard's wife and eleven other 
Guardian's Office staff, Maren and Hubbard himself were named as "unindicted 
co-conspirators" and the Guardian's Office was exposed as the instigator of a 
massive international campaign of espionage and intimidation aimed at anyone 
who Scientology saw as a threat: governments, newspapers, businesses, 
individuals. It was eventually disbanded in 1982 after losing a power struggle 
with the present management of the Church of Scientology. 

 

The Guardian's Office had a wide range of responsibilities in dealing with the 
Church's external affairs. It had six Bureaus: Legal, Public Relations, 
Information (initially called Intelligence), Social Coordination, Service (for GO 
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staff training and auditing), and Finance. Each was numbered, from 1 to 6. As 
far as Narconon was concerned, Social Coordination - also referred to as SoCo, 
Bureau 6 or B6 - was the most significant, as it was responsible for liaising with 
Narconon and other "social reform" organisations. One of its Presidents, Frank 
Zurn (whose wife Laurie is a Narconon International corporate officer and Vice 
President of ABLE, SoCo's present-day equivalent), explained SoCo's purpose: 

 

The dissemination and delivery of Ron's technology divides into broad sectors. 
Social Coordination International is the organization that has been entrusted 
with reversing the decay of society and using Ron's technology to revitalize the 
fields of education, drug rehabilitation, criminal rehabilitation, and society's 
morals through The Way to Happiness campaign.  

[Impact magazine issue 10 (1987) p.22] 

 

Zurn specifically named Narconon and two educational programmes as being 
part of the campaign to "disseminate and deliver" Hubbard's doctrines. In a 
1975 policy letter, Hubbard described the responsibilities of the Social 
Coordination Bureau in some detail: 

 

[F]requently PR [i.e. Guardian's Office Bureau 3] gets into a situation whereby it 
creates an entity or group or organization to bring about some change of value 
within the community or to handle some outstanding social injustice. In many 
cases the reform or action is brought to a successful conclusion; however, in 
many instances, the action to be effected is one which will require more time 
and effort. In expending such time and effort, PR to keep ahead finds itself in 
the situation of having and running a group or organization within its own 
bureau; therefore, PR must, when this occurs, realize that it is now in the 
situation of managing and administrating an established entity which is likely 
to continue and, therefore, should fully turn over the terminals [staff], lines and 
organization of same to the Social Coordination Bureau which is the Guardian 
Bureau which properly acts as a management unit for such entities, activities, 
groups and organizations. 

[Hubbard, "PR and Social Coordination Bureau - Separation of Functions", Board 
Policy Letter of 22 July 1975] 

 

When the Federal Bureau of Investigation raided the Guardian's Office in 1977, 
in pursuit of the crimes which led eventually to the conviction of the GO's 
senior staff, it seized a huge quantity of confidential documents which revealed 
how the GO saw its relationship with Narconon. The papers show that 
Narconon was, in Scientology's own words, a "front group". Even within the 
confines of the Church of Scientology, this knowledge was closely guarded 
although it was reportedly fairly common informal knowledge amongst the 
rank and file. To maintain operational security, the GO used a variety of codes 
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to obscure potentially damaging information. This included a variety of 
incriminating information that could be legally or publicly damaging. A "Coding 
Hat" was produced to instruct staff in the areas of sensitivity that were to be 
subjected to coding. As well as a general GO-wide instruction, each individual 
bureau of the GO was required to encode information in its own specific area of 
responsibility. Hence Bureau 6, also known as B6 or Social Coordination, which 
was responsible for "social reform groups" such as Narconon, was given a list of 
"SC general headings for data needing coding". This included the names of "B6 
groups" - that is, organisations covertly run by the Church of Scientology: 

 

1. Incriminating activities such as lobbying where this is prohibited in non 
profit corporations. 

 

2. Anything that we do not want connected to LRH [L. Ron Hubbard] or CSG 
[Controller Staff Guardian - i.e. Mary Sue Hubbard]. This would include #1 
above, and is handled by coding their names. 

 

3. Words or actions that would tend to dispute the fact that the C of S's motives 
are humanitarian; i.e. harass, eradicate, destroy, cave in, third party. 

 

4. Anything that gives specific and actual evidence that Scientology is in legal 
control of B6 type groups. These are groups that are separate legal entities to 
the C of S. 

 

a. This will include a situation where a flap has occurred due to mishandling of 
management causing a situation where it appears we are in legal control of a 
group. 

 

4 addition: I have listed below the present time B6 groups tha [sic] fall into this 
category. 

 

These groups are: 

 

1. Applied Scholastics 

2. Narconon 

3. Apple Schools 

4. Expansion Consultants 

5. Childbirth Education Center (new one) 

6. Association for Scientologists for Reform 
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["SC general headings for data needing coding"] 

 

Hubbard himself also referred to Narconon being controlled by the GO. In an 
August 1972 minute, he praised the "very remarkable results" that Narconon 
was achieving: 

 

The incomparable Guardians Office has been running the Narconon (Drugs-no!) 
Program over the world.  

 

This program has a steady gradual increase of International support and is 
going very smoothly in the competent hands of Guardian personnel. 

 

The GO should not hide its light under a basket - if it could. 

 

Narconon is the ONLY successful drug rehabilitation program on the planet. It 
is being recognized as such. 

[Hubbard, "Narconon", Flag Bureaux Data Letter 220, 29 August 1972] 

 

Remarkably, the GO's activities appear to have included attacking other drug 
rehab groups. One of the documents seized by the FBI in 1977 defines the end 
products of "B1 activities" (B1 being the Intelligence bureau of the GO), 
including the neutralisation or destruction of "enemy groups" including "rival 
drug rehab group[s]" as well as newspaper and publishing companies and 
dissident Scientologists. ["Enemy File", date unknown]  

 

This documentary evidence is also strongly borne out by the testimony of 
individuals who were involved with Narconon during the 1970s. After Narconon 
was formally incorporated by Benitez, Maren and Heldt in May 1970, additional 
programmes were set up in the central Californian towns of Vacaville and 
Watsonville. The one in Vacaville was originally established in 1969 in the 
California Medical Facility (a prison) as a Scientology group, which had been set 
up after a prisoner had written to the Scientology Mission in the nearby town of 
Davis requested lessons in Scientology. It was supervised by a local staff 
member, Robert Vaughn Young. In 1971, Young, by now a member of the San 
Francisco Guardian's Office, was instructed by Arte Maren - at the time the 
Deputy Guardian for Public Relations - that the Vacaville Scientology group was 
to be relabeled a Narconon group. Young was well aware of Narconon's status 
as a "B6 group" and saw no point in replacing an overt Scientology presence 
with a covert one: 
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I was very familiar with Narconon. In my training in Los Angeles at the national 
offices of the Guardian's Office, I had read about Narconon and how it had 
started in an Arizona prison and how we had taken it over to run it from the 
Guardian's Office and were trying to get other Narconon groups started. We had 
instructions to not make the link to the Church of Scientology known even 
though we were given [sic - should be giving] them orders on what to do. In 
short, the Narconon groups were fully controlled by the Church of Scientology 
as a means of entering the prisons under a guise. 

 

I told Maren that it didn't make sense to convert a Scientology program to a 
Narconon program since the purpose of the Narconon program was to secretly 
be Scientology and I already had Scientology in the prison. Maren said he 
needed to be able to name more Narconon programs and, besides, he insisted, 
it was in name only. He wanted my group to have the Narconon name and I 
could do with it whatever I wanted to do. Nothing else had to change, he said. 

[Affidavit of Robert Vaughn Young, 7 February 1995] 

 

At about the same time, a retired United States Marine Corps lieutenant colonel 
named Mark Jones, who had become a Scientologist, was selected as Narconon 
International's first Director. He was something of a minor celebrity in the 
Church's eyes, having had a distinguished military career and having the major 
advantage of managerial experience in challenging environments. He described 
later how his involvement came about: 

 

I was approached by Arthur Maren who was the Assistant Guardian for Public 
Relations in the United States branch of the Guardian's Office of the Church of 
Scientology. Maren asked if I was willing to set up a Narconon office and 
establish programs under the direction of the Guardian Office. At this time, one 
Narconon program existed in the Arizona State Penitentiary and one was being 
established in the Cal. State Penitentiary at Vacaville by a member of the San 
Francisco Scientology Guardian Office [i.e. Robert Vaughn Young]. I agreed to 
do this and undertook to make Narconon an international drug rehabilitation 
agency on behalf of the Church of Scientology. 

[Declaration of Mark Jones, 10 February 1995] 

 

At the end of 1970, the Deputy Guardian U.S. sent a memorandum on "U.S. 
Guardian Office Wins in 1970" to L. Ron and Mary Sue Hubbard, describing it as 
having been "a year of expansion in scope and operation for our office". There 
was no attempt to pretend that Narconon activities in California were separate 
from those of the Church of Scientology. Narconon appeared in four separate 
"wins": 
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BUREAU 3 - LEGAL 

 

53. Segment of news cast on KABC TV on Narconon broadcast as a retraction 
for mention of Scientology in a program on witchcraft. 

 

BUREAU 7 - PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 

128. Narconon expanded greatly this year. In addition to the group at Arizona 
State Prison, two new programs were established, one at California 
Rehabilitation Center [in Watsonville] and the other at Vacaville Medical Facility. 

 

129. A successful Narconon "To the Walls" Congress was held inside Arizona 
State Prison in March. 

 

160. KABC TV [in Los Angeles] did entheta [critical] mention of Scientology on 
their Witchcraft series. PRO [Public Relations Officer] went down immediately 
and caved them in and Legal and PRO went to work. The result was equal time 
on their station for Narconon. 

["US Guardian Office Wins in 1970", 30 December 1970. Something similar to 
item 160 still occurs today; criticism of Scientology is often met by official 
rebuttals citing the "250,000 lives saved" by the Church's drug rehabilitation 
programmes.] 

 

This pattern of direct management by the Church continued at least for the rest 
of the 1970s, although it was (and is still) denied by the Church and Narconon. 
Many of the other documents seized by the FBI include references to Narconon. 
In a Guardian Office logbook for early 1976, Barbara Cole asked another office: 
"Has Narconon U.S. established itself as an admin unit functioning w/out 
bypass [direct management] from your bureau?" The same logbook also 
included criticism of a church official who visited a Narconon operation in Palo 
Alto, CA without settling its debt problems. Col Jones testified to the close 
involvement of Church officials: 

 

Throughout my period as director of Narconon, I reported to the Guardian's 
Office. Meetings were held at regular intervals at which the executives of the 
Guardian's Office determined the affairs of Narconon. All Narconon activities 
including the disposition of Narconon finances were approved by the Church of 
Scientology Assistant Guardian for Public Relations and the Assistant Guardian 
for Finance, Henning Heldt. From the time I became involved until I ultimately 
resigned, the Guardian Office controlled all directorships of Narconon, 
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although Narconon was held out to be independent of the Church of 
Scientology. 

 

In or about 1973, I was requested to travel to England by the Guardian's Office 
to assist the Deputy Guardian for Public Relations WW [World Wide], David 
Gaiman, for the Church of Scientology, in recruiting and training personnel to 
help establish Narconon programs in Europe. I went to Europe and assisted in 
promoting and establishing programs in Europe. 

[Declaration of Mark Jones, 10 February 1995] 

 

Maren's controlling role is illustrated by his title during the 1970s of "Narconon 
Co-Ordinator" [letter from David Gaiman to Paulette Cooper, reproduced in 
Cooper, The Scandal of Scientology, 1976]. For his part, Col Jones also retained 
a close connection with the Church; he was repeatedly given commendations 
and rewards by the Church for his work on Narconon. In June 1972, L. Ron 
Hubbard himself publicly honoured Col Jones in an "LRH Executive Directive", 
to which David Gaiman added his own annotated congratulations, which 
declared that "Mark Jones is awarded his next training level, Class IX, for the 
excellent work he has done on the Narconon Programme" [Hubbard, LRH ED 8 
Int, 2 June 1972]. This promoted Col Jones to the rank of "Hubbard Advanced 
Technical Specialist". Just over ten years later, Col. Jones was given another 
public commendation for his Narconon work by the Church of Scientology of 
California's United States Guardian Office (USGO): 

 

FOR OUTSTANDING SUPPORT OF THE GUARDIAN OFFICE AND VALUABLE 
BACK UP OF ORG DELIVERY ON AN INTERNATIONAL BASIS. 

 

THE MATERIAL THIS CELEBRITY PROVIDED IS GREATLY ASSISTING IN 
BRINGING ABOUT WIDESPREAD ACCEPTANCES OF SCIENTOLOGY AND 
OVERWHELMING PUBLIC POPULARITY OF THE TECHNOLOGY OF L. RON 
HUBBARD. 

 

THE SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED VERY MUCH. THANK YOU, 

 

TOM WHITTLE, 

USGO MISSIONAIRE 

 

[Commendation issued by Church of Scientology of California, 18 August 1982] 
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This must have been one of the last commendations issued by the United States 
Guardian Office, as the whole organisation was wound up shortly afterwards. In 
the wake of the 1977 FBI raids and subsequent criminal convictions of the GO's 
leadership, a power struggle for control of the Church of Scientology had 
broken out between the discredited GO high command and the Sea 
Organisation (Sea Org for short), an élite subgroup of fanatically committed 
Scientologists. The Sea Org was, in effect, Hubbard's personal praetorian guard: 
drawn from the most loyal and ideologically "pure" Scientologists, often young 
second-generation Scientologists, it eventually became the only part of the 
Church which Hubbard trusted. Its leadership used that trust and support to 
destroy the Guardian's Office and exile its senior staff, including Mary Sue 
Hubbard, although most were quietly let back into the Church after a suitable 
period of disgrace. The only part of the Guardian's Office to survive its demise 
more or less intact was the Social Coordination Bureau, split off into a separate 
unit called Social Coordination International. This survived into the late 1980s 
and, in a revised form, is a crucial part of today's Scientology management 
structure. 

 

Narconon and the Scientology Management Structure 

 

"Is there any point to which you would wish to draw my attention?"  

"To the curious incident of the dog in the night-time."  

"The dog did nothing in the night-time."  

"That was the curious incident," remarked Sherlock Holmes. 

 

[Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Silver Blaze, 1894] 

 

In Scientology's equivalent of the curious incident of the dog in the night-time, 
the curious incident was that the dog did something it wasn't supposed to do. 
In the secret agreement in 1993 between the Church of Scientology 
International (CSI) and the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, CSI negotiated tax 
exemption for itself and a variety of other "Scientology-related entities", 
including Narconon and the Association for Better Living and Education (ABLE), 
the body which licenses Narconon. It also committed itself to policing and 
implementing the terms of the agreement under the aegis of the "Church Tax 
Compliance Committee". Yet CSI is supposedly organisationally separate from 
ABLE and Narconon, with no management responsibilities for either 
corporation. It does not take the likes of Sherlock Holmes to spot that there is 
something wrong here, when an organisation claimed to be separate in public is 
revealed in secret negotiations as actually been a subordinate. 
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According to the public statements of Narconon, ABLE and CSI, the relationship 
is something like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The four "social betterment" organisations - Narconon, Criminon, Applied 
Scholastics and The Way To Happiness Foundation - are subordinate to ABLE, 
which licenses trademarks and copyrighted material and supervises the correct 
implementation of the social reform "technologies". Off to each side, but 
separately incorporated and outside of the management and licensing 
structure, are the Church of Scientology International (and its subordinate 
churches) and the International Association of Scientologists. Each provide 
support and funding to ABLE and its subordinates. The relationship is 
presented as being strictly charitable, not managerial. 

 

 

However, a close examination of the IRS agreement and the internal documents 
of both ABLE and CSI show a radically different picture. From these, it is 
possible to piece together a flowchart showing the organisational relationships 
between Narconon, ABLE and the rest of Scientology's byzantine corporate 
structure. Narconon is revealed as being very definitely a part of the 
Scientology corporate empire: 
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This is, necessarily, a heavily simplified version of a much bigger whole. Lines 
of management are represented as solid black lines, with dashed yellow lines 
indicating the known and probable contractual relationships. The colours of the 
different elements indicate distinct corporations, with the Church of 
Scientology itself being the yellow component. Note that this bears out the 
carefully-worded disclaimer that Narconon is "corporately separate and distinct 
from the Church of Scientology" [Clark Carr, letter to Carroll Star News, 7 June 
2002]. Likewise, it also supports the statement by the Religious Technology 
Center that "we have never had a licensing agreement with [Narconon] or any 
secular group". [Warren L. McShane, quoted in "Scientology reaches into schools 
through Narconon", Boston Herald, 3 March 1998] Nor would it, since the RTC 
licenses the Scientology trademarks, not "secular" ones. The key to the puzzle 
is that Narconon is independent of the Church of Scientology, but is 
nonetheless still a part of the Scientology conglomerate. 
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Narconon International and local Narconons; 

 

Taking the organisation chart above stage by stage from the ground up, the 
bottom level is the various "social reform" organisations and their sub-units. In 
the case of Narconon, individual Narconon organisations are at the bottom 
level; they are effectively franchises (in fact, one can buy "Narconon Program 
Starter Kits" with all that is necessary to get a Narconon programme off the 
ground [ABLE Bookstore - <http://www.able.org/bookstore.html#narconon>]). 
The Church of Scientology International's Form 1023 "Application for 
Recognition of Exemption", submitted to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service in 
1993, explains the relationship between Narconon International and local 
Narconons: 

 

Narconon International was formed in 1970 to formalize what was then a loose, 
grassroots movement, to help establish Narconon programs throughout the 
world, and to provide local centers the same sort of guidance and technical 
assistance and support that ABLE provides it. Narconon International also 
permits local centers to use the name Narconon. In exchange, local centers 
support Narconon International's program by providing it with ten percent of 
the funds they receive in connection with their Narconon activities. 

[Church of Scientology International Exemption Application Form 1023 
Attached Statement, 1993] 

 

Each organisation pays licensing fees to its parent, Narconon International, 
based in Los Angeles, from which it purchases the various books and literature 
used in the programme (and also, according to some reports, the vitamin 
supplements used in the "detoxification" stage of the programme). It also 
provides training via the international training centre at Narconon Arrowhead 
[ABLE Bookstore - <http://www.able.org/book_oasnc.html>]. In addition, 10% of 
income from each local Narconon organisation is remitted to Narconon 
International. This is a standard Scientology franchise arrangement, each 
element of which is precisely replicated in the relationship between Narconon 
International and its franchises: 

 

The Church derived income from four sources: (1) auditing and training; (2) 
sales of Scientology literature, recordings and E-meters; (3) franchise 
operations; and (4) management services. Franchise operators were required to 
remit ten percent of gross income to the Church. 

[Church of Scientology of California v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue, US 
Court of Appeals 9th Circuit, case no. 85-7324, decided 28 July 1987 - 
<http://www.xenu.net/archive/CourtFiles/occf113.html>] 
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The Association for Better Living and Education  

Above Narconon is the Association for Better Living and Education. According 
to ABLE's website, it is a purely secular organisation. However, it is in fact none 
other than the old Guardian's Office Social Coordination Bureau, converted into 
a separate corporation in 1988. As the first issue of its newsletter told 
Scientologists, 

 

You may have heard some news about ABLE INTERNATIONAL. Formerly our 
name was Social Coordination. 

 

ABLE's purpose is "TO CREATE A TOTAL REVOLUTION IN THE FIELDS OF 
DRUGS, CRIME AND EDUCATION BY PUSHING LRH™ TECH INTO WIDE, WIDE 
USE." 

 

We will be doing this by promoting the incredible services and results of 
NARCONON™, APPLIED SCHOLASTICS™, CRIMINON™ and THE WAY TO 
HAPPINESS FOUNDATION. 

[ABLE WINS, issue 1, 1988] 

 

Scientology's relationship with ABLE is explained in the CSI Form 1023: 

 

For many years CSI and other churches of Scientology have conducted highly-
successful social reform programs based on Mr. Hubbard's technologies... The 
bulk of CSI's social betterment program is carried out under the supervision 
and direction of Association for Better Living and Education ("ABLE"), a 
California nonprofit public benefit corporation formed in November 1988. 
ABLE's sole purpose is to improve society through the application of Mr. 
Hubbard's social betterment technologies. In general, ABLE promotes, funds 
and provides assistance to organizations that use L. Ron Hubbard's 
technologies in education, in rehabilitating drug abusers and criminals, and in 
raising public morality in general. 

 

ABLE accomplishes its goals primarily by providing technical and financial 
assistance and general promotional support to the international social-
betterment organizations that work in ABLE's four areas of concern: Narconon 
International (drug rehabilitation), Applied Scholastics (education), The Way To 
Happiness Foundation (public morality) and, though not yet incorporated, 
Criminon (criminal rehabilitation). These four international organizations, in 
turn, assist organizations that work in their respective fields at the local level. 
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ABLE is responsible for ensuring that the programs that use the names 
referring to Mr. Hubbard's social-betterment technologies -- Narconon, Applied 
Scholastics, The Way To Happiness and Criminon -- meet the high standards of 
quality with which they have come to be associated. ABLE discharges this 
responsibility by permitting the international social-betterment organizations 
and local organizations to use the names subject to ABLE's ultimate 
supervision. 

 

ABLE assists social-betterment organizations in other ways. It provides 
technical assistance when necessary to help them better achieve their program 
goals. It helps raise funding to support their charitable programs. It promotes 
their programs throughout society through the printed media as well as radio 
and television. It also will provide social-betterment organizations the physical 
facilities necessary to house their charitable and educational programs. 

 

[Church of Scientology International Exemption Application Form 1023 
Attached Statement, 1993] 

 

Note that the Form 1023 states explicitly that ABLE is, in effect, acting as the 
agent for the implementation of Church of Scientology International 
programmes. It is worth pointing out that the Church's websites, and ABLE's, 
are much more circumspect about the nature of the relationship. What is 
Scientology? - both the book and the website - states only that "[ABLE's] 
activities, while secular in nature, are supported by churches of Scientology and 
individual Scientologists around the world who volunteer their time and 
talents." ["Solutions to a Troubled Society" - 
<http://www.whatisscientology.org/html/part10/chp31/pg0503.html>] ABLE's 
own website only mentions Scientology once, mentioning the fact that L. Ron 
Hubbard founded it. (Amusingly, ABLE's website designers do not appear to be 
aware that ABLE supposedly is independent of Scientology; the main graphic on 
its survey page, at http://www.able.org.uk/yourview.htm, is tagged "Your view 
on this Scientology Website" - the entire page has been lifted straight from the 
official Scientology website at 
http://www.scientology.org/p_jpg/yourview.htm). 

 

As the IRS was well aware, ABLE is undeniably a part of Scientology. In a 
booklet issued to Scientologists, "The Command Channels of Scientology" - of 
which the IRS was clearly aware - ABLE is shown as one of the "various sectors 
of Scientology". ABLE is defined as being "the organization responsible for 
assisting the expansion of the different social reform activities which use the 
technology of L. Ron Hubbard to handle the major social woes affecting the 
society", including drug abuse. The reason that it supports Narconon 
exclusively is that "the NARCONON Centers headed by NARCONON 
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INTERNATIONAL, dedicated to the eradication of this social disaster with the-
application of L. Ron Hubbard's technology, are the ONLY social reform groups 
on Earth with a workable technology for terminatedly handling this problem." 
["The Command Channels of Scientology", Church of Scientology International, 
1988, p. 21] ABLE works to: 

 

... assist these social reform groups in accomplishing their purposes. It does 
this through consultation services as well as promotional and public relations 
campaigns to individuals and organized groups (such as companies, 
corporations, institutions, departments of local and national governments, etc.) 
so they realize that the actual solutions to the problems of today's society exist 
with the social reform groups and avail themselves of their services. ABLE 
INTERNATIONAL also provides the social groups with the books and materials 
they need for their various programs. 

["The Command Channels of Scientology", Church of Scientology International, 
1988, p. 22] 

 

The Continental Liaison Offices: 

Immediately above ABLE are the Church of Scientology's Continental Liaison 
Offices. From here on upwards, every link in the management chain is part of 
the Church of Scientology. ABLE's relationship with the CLOs is virtually 
symbiotic; as many others have noted, ABLE's offices are almost always located 
within Continental Liaison Offices. Compare, for instance, the lists of 
Scientology Continental Liaison Offices at 
http://italian.whatisscientology.org/Html/part14/chp42/pg0977.html and 
ABLE offices at http://community.volunteerministers.org/able.htm - of the 13 
ABLE offices listed, 10 are located on Church premises. (ABLE International has 
its own suite of offices on Hollywood Boulevard in Los Angeles). Sub-offices of 
the CLO network are known for historical reasons as OTLs (Operation 
Transport Liaison Offices): 

 

(Notice how the following Addresses are matched across from each other) 

 

Association for Better Living and Education 
Expansion Office 
118 North Fort Harrison 
Clearwater, Florida 33755 

Church of Scientology 
Flag Ship Service organization  
c/o Freewinds Relay Office 
118 North Fort Harrison Avenue 
Clearwater, FL 33755 

Association for Better Living and Education 
Western United States Office 
1308 L. Ron Hubbard Way 
Los Angeles, California 90027 

Continental Liaison Office Western United States  
1308 L. Ron Hubbard Way 
Los Angeles, California 90027 

Association for Better Living and Education Continental Liaison Office Eastern United States  
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Eastern United States Office 
349 West 48th Street 
New York, New York 10036 

349 W. 48th Street 
New York, New York 10036 

Association for Better Living and Education 
United Kingdom Office 
Saint Hill Manor 
East Grinstead, West Sussex 
England RH19 4JY 

Continental Liaison Office United Kingdom  
Saint Hill Manor 
East Grinstead, West Sussex 
England RH19 4JY 

Association for Better Living and Education 
Hungary Office 
PO BOX 351. 
H-1438 Hungary 

Operations and Transport Liaison Office Hungary  
1438 Budapest 
PO Box 351 
Hungary 

Association for Better Living and Education 
European Office 
Store Kongensgade 55 
1264 Copenhagen K 
Denmark 

Continental Liaison Office Europe  
Store Kongensgade 55 
1264 Copenhagen K 
Denmark 

Association for Better Living and Education 
African Office 
130 Main Street 
6th Floor Budget House 
Johannesburg 2001 
Republic of South Africa 

Continental Liaison Office Africa  
6th Floor, Budget House 
130 Main Street 
Johannesburg 2001 
South Africa  

Association for Better Living and Education 
Australia, New Zealand and Oceania Office 
201 Castlereagh Street 
Sydney, New South Wales 2000 
Australia 

Continental Liaison Office ANZO  
201 Castlereagh Street 
3rd Floor 
Sydney, New South Wales 2000 
Australia 

Association for Better Living and Education 
Latin American Office 
Federacion Mexicana de Dianetica, A.C. 
Pomona # 53 Colonia Roma 
C.P. 03100 
Mexico, D.F. 

Federacion Mexicana de Dianetica, A.C. 
[i.e. Mexican Dianetics Federation] 
Pomona # 53 Colonia Roma 
C.P. 03100 
Mexico, D.F 

Association for Better Living and Education 
Canada Office 
696 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4Y 2A7 

Continental Liaison Office Canada  
696 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4Y 2A7 

 

This close match is not accidental. "The Command Channels of Scientology" 
explains that "In order to perform its duties in the different areas of the world, 
ABLE INT has continental offices located in CLOs [Continental Liaison Offices], 
as well as state and regional offices where needed". This highlights the 
fictitious nature of the supposed separation between the two organisations. 
ABLE's staff are all Scientologists (in fact, members of the elite Sea 
Organization, as are the staffs of the CLOs); they work in Scientology offices; 
they implement the plans of Scientology's International Management; they are 
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in every respect part of Scientology, save for the fact that they are employed by 
a separate corporation.  

 

In fact, as "Command Channels" demonstrates, ABLE is explicitly part of the 
CLOs and therefore part of Scientology in managerial if not corporate terms. 
"Command Channels" states that  

 

The CLOs ... include: the FLAG OPERATIONS LIAISON OFFICES (FOLOs), which 
duplicate the Flag Bureaux and are in charge of Class 4 orgs and Sea Org orgs; 
the CONTINENTAL OFFICES for SCIENTOLOGY MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL, 
WORLD INSTITUTE OF SCIENTOLOGY ENTERPRISES, ASSOCIATION FOR BETTER 
LIVING AND EDUCATION and THE CONTINENTAL PUBS LIAISON OFFICES 
(which are the Publications Organizations' representatives in the different 
continental areas). 

[The Command Channels of Scientology, 1988, p. 26] 

 

It goes on to state that: 

 

The CONTINENTAL LIAISON OFFICES (CLOs) coordinate all the Scientology 
activities in their continental areas. They are ultimately responsible for the 
expansion of all the Scientology activities and organizations within their 
geographical area.  

[The Command Channels of Scientology, 1988, p. 26] 

 

This coordination takes place through the "Continental Network Coordination 
Committee headed by CO [Commanding Officer] Continental Liaison Office", 
the organisation chart of which features ABLE alongside core parts of 
Scientology. 
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The purposes of ABLE are also complementary to those of the CLOs. Compare, for 
instance, the following: 

CLO purposes 
(from Hubbard, "Purpose of CLOs", 
HCO Policy Letter of 22 July 1971) 

ABLE purposes  
(inferred from "Command Channels" 
and Form 1023 statement) 

A. To observe. A. "ABLE ... permit[s] the international social-
betterment organizations and local 
organizations to use the names [Narconon, 
Applied Scholastics, The Way To Happiness 
and Criminon] subject to ABLE's ultimate 
supervision". [Form 1023 Statement, Church 
of Scientology International, 1993] 

B. To send observations by users, orgs and the 
publics to Flag [Command Bureau]. 

B. ABLE International is one of six Scientology 
entities on the Flag Network Coordination 
Committee and reports via that body to the 
Flag Command Bureaux. ["Command 
Channels"] 

C. To push in Flag Programmes and Projects. C. "[The CLOs'] function is to get programs 
and orders executed for the Flag Command 
Bureaux in their individual orgs and units and 
to debug where programs and Flag orders 
won't go in. CLOs are execution arms for the 
Flag Command Bureaux." ["Command 
Channels"] 

D. To FIND the WHY (reasons) that any Flag 
Programme or Project is not going in in an org 
or franchise or public and REMEDY THAT 
WHY so the Flag Programme or Project DOES 
go in. 

D. "This function includes the responsibility of 
finding why a program is not going in, in a 
specific org and getting this remedied by 
taking the necessary actions in accordance 
with policy." ["Command Channels"] 

E. Keep itself set up and operating on the 
pattern planned for its establishment by Flag. 

E. "The Commanding Officer ... ensures the 
different parts of the CLO [including ABLE] 
are tactically forwarding strategic planning , 
executing Flag Command Bureaux orders into 
the individual orgs and units so as to build up 
the orgs to and beyond the size of old Saint 
Hill as well as expand the different sectors and 
boom Scientology in the continent." 
["Command Channels"] 

F. Handle sudden emergencies. F. (See D.) 

 

 

The Flag Command Bureaux: 

 

Above the CLOs lies the Flag Command Bureaux, "below the echelon of 
International Management": 
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The Flag Command Bureaux, so named from its origination aboard the Flag 
Ship Apollo, is the central point of tactical management for all the individual 
orgs and units of all the sectors of Scientology. 

 

The Flag Command Bureaux is the tactical level of management. It gets 
International Management plans, evaluations and programs DONE in all the 
individual orgs and units. 

 

Due to the vast number of orgs, missions and units throughout the world, the 
Flag Command Bureaux is assisted by Continental Liaison Offices (CLOs) 
located in the different Continental areas, which it uses to relay and forward 
actions for each continent. 

 

The Flag Command Bureaux is made up of all the management organizations in 
charge of the different sectors of Scientology. Each of these is headed by its 
own Commanding Officer, or an international network head in the case of the 
international networks. The heads of these different management organizations 
are answerable to the Commanding Officer of the Flag Command Bureaux, who 
coordinates their activities and is overall responsible for this echelon of 
management. 

["The Command Channels of Scientology", Church of Scientology International, 
1988, p. 17] 

 

Here, too, ABLE is an integral part of the management structure, as "Command 
Channels" and an accompanying organisation chart of the "Flag Network 
Coordination Committee headed by CO Flag Command Bureaux": 

 

The Flag Command Bureaux is [sic] headed by a Commanding Officer. He is the 
senior to the Commanding Officers of each of the management units which 
make up the Flag Command Bureaux (the Flag Bureaux, SMI International, WISE 
International, ABLE International, BRIDGE Publications and NEW ERA 
Publications). 

 

["The Command Channels of Scientology", Church of Scientology International, 
1988, p. 25] 
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International Management  

At the top of the management tree is International Management,  

 

the top echelon of the Church. It has the responsibility of providing strategies 
and tactical plans for each sector of Scientology. It is where the directions for 
the different sectors are coordinated so as to forward the overall expansion of 
Scientology. 
 

 

International Management comprises several units, each with its specific 
responsibility and duties. The top level of this echelon is the WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE. 

 

The purpose of the Watchdog Committee is to establish competent and 
functioning management units which direct the various sectors of Scientology 
and which get these sectors to accomplish their individual purposes, to the 
result of the continuous expansion of Scientology. 

["The Command Channels of Scientology", Church of Scientology International, 
1988, pp. 8, 10] 

 

The Watchdog Committee is described as "the highest ecclesiastical authority in 
the Church". It is also extremely secretive; very little is known about its 
membership, except that is "is composed of veteran Scientology executives who 
have proven their competence in handling lower organizations and who are 
highly trained in L. Ron Hubbard administrative technology". According to 
"Command Channels", "different types of organizations in Scientology are 
grouped into sectors and each of those sectors has management organizations 
to give them direction." One of these sectors is "the Association for Better 
Living and Education (ABLE) sector (covers the social reform activities which are 
promoted and supported by the Association for Better Living and Education)", 
as the following diagram illustrates: 
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Each sector has a Watchdog Committee member assigned to it - hence there is a 
senior Scientologist with the title of "WDC ABLE", who is ultimately responsible 
for the management of that organisation. Just who that individual might be is 
unknown outside of the top management of the Church of Scientology. The 
Church does not seem to have publicly named any of the Committee's 
members, and the only one named in the leaked IRS documents is Marc Yager, 
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Chairman of the Committee and Commanding Officer of the Commodore's 
Messenger Organization International. 

 

The Church of Spiritual Technology and the Religious Technology Center  

Corporately separate from the Church of Scientology but nonetheless part of 
the overall Scientology corporate empire - "Scientology-related entities" in the 
jargon of the CSI/IRS tax-exemption agreement - are two bodies which are not 
formally part of the management chain but are nonetheless the most important 
elements of the whole conglomerate. The Church of Spiritual Technology (CST) 
holds all of the copyrights to L. Ron Hubbard's works, including his Scientology 
works, his pulp fiction stories, his novels and - most importantly from our 
point of view - all of the Narconon courses. [See a list of CST's Narconon 
copyrights.] The Library of Congress has no records of copyrights currently 
being held by Narconon; indeed, Narconon has actually transferred ownership 
to CST of several items. This means that CST can (and does) extract royalties 
from any part of the Scientology conglomerate for the use of Hubbard's works. 
In the case of Narconon, this relationship appears to be through ABLE, from 
which Narconon sub-licences copyright material. It is clearly extremely 
lucrative; documents released in the course of CST's litigation against the IRS 
showed that the corporation held some $503 million in its accounts. CST often 
does business under the name of "L. Ron Hubbard Library", which appears on 
some of Narconon's materials. 

 

The Religious Technology Center is likewise not shown in the formal 
management chain - it does not even appear in the "Sectors of Scientology" 
diagram - but is nonetheless the key organisation, at the apex of the pyramid. It 
controls all of the Scientology trademarks (except those of the "secular" 
organisations, held by ABLE). Its formal role is to authorise and supervise the 
use of all L. Ron Hubbard materials and Scientology trademarks. Unlike the 
comparatively passive CST, it has the authority to "police the exact application 
of the standard ethics and justice policies and see that effective measures are 
taken to thwart those who may intentionally attempt to misuse the trademarks 
of Dianetics and Scientology." It is, so to speak, the biggest stick held by 
Scientology management - it can put Scientology organisations out of business, 
discipline executives and otherwise intervene intrusively in any part of the 
Scientology management structure, as "the organization which polices the 
command channels of Scientology". ["Command Channels", pp. 6-7] This gives a 
tremendous amount of power to its chairman, David Miscavige. As a result, he 
generally recognised by the courts, media and not least Scientology's own 
publications as the leader of Scientology. (There is also a "President of the 
Church of Scientology International", Heber Jentzsch, but this is principally a 
PR rather than management post.) 
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Narconon and the Sea Organization 

 

Although it is hardly ever mentioned publicly, ABLE is in fact entirely manned 
by members of Scientology's Sea Organization; some of Narconon's staff, 
including corporate officers, are also Sea Organization members. A survey on 
ABLE distributed with the magazine of the International Association of 
Scientologists included the following: 

 

ABLE INTERNATIONAL AND THE SEA ORG 

 

ABLE International is the International headquarters of all ABLE activities on the 
planet and acts as the umbrella organisation for Criminon Int, Narconon Int, 
The Way to Happiness Foundation and Applied Scholastics Inc. 

 

It is a unique organisation in that it is staffed exclusively by members of the 
Sea Org. 

["How is your knowledge of ABLE?", in Impact magazine, issue 79, 1997] 

 

The Sea Org, as it is known known colloquially, was founded in 1967 as an elite 
group of Scientologists - in fact, "the most elite and powerful group in the 
history of this planet", according to the Sea Org magazine High Winds - who  

accompanied L. Ron Hubbard aboard his mini-fleet of ships in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Although the ships are no more, its members are still 
distinguished by their quasi-naval uniforms, military ranks and the famous 
"billion year contract" which they are required to sign, pledging themselves to 
the Sea Org for the next billion years. There are some 5,000 members of the Sea 
Org worldwide, with all advanced Churches and management-level Church 
organisations employing only Sea Org members.  

 

From the start, the Sea Org was designed to be the spearhead of ideological 
purity in Scientology, driving out "incorrect" applications of Hubbard's 
principles. Hubbard declared its purpose to be "to get [Scientology] ethics in on 
this planet and the universe". Sea Org members sign up to a code of conduct 
which includes the promise "to do my part to achieve the Sea Org's 
humanitarian objective which is to make a safe environment where the Fourth 
Dynamic Engram can be audited out", following Hubbard's declaration that: 

 

All the Sea Org is interested in is getting tech in on the planet. It may sound like 
we're trying to get ethics in, but that's inevitable. We're trying to get tech in on 
the planet. We're trying to audit out the Fourth Dynamic Engram and furnish an 
environment in which it can be done. And that is the general overall objective 
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of the Sea Org. And naturally we have to make sure that it also gets audited. 
Otherwise, there would be no point in putting any ethics in. 

[Hubbard, "Ethics and Case Supervision", lecture of 13 October 1969] 

 

In Hubbard's own words, what he meant by "the Fourth Dynamic Engram" was: 

 

By engram we mean the mental block that prevents peace and tolerance. By 
fourth dynamic we mean that impulse to survive as mankind instead of just 
individuals. 

[Hubbard, "Ron's Journal 68", 1968] 

 

The means of tackling the "Fourth Dynamic Engram" is, of course, through 
Scientology. The Sea Org is "an organization of expansion", as Hubbard put it, 
and ABLE and the other "social betterment" organisations under ABLE are a 
crucial element of that drive for expansion. The drive to "boom" Scientology 
was redoubled in the mid-1990s with a campaign to "lead the planet to OT" 
[Operating Thetan, the highest level of spiritual advancement in Scientology]: 

 

[T]he Sea Org launched an inexorable drive to get the planet to OT - the most 
massive and far-reaching campaign ever undertaken in Sea Org history. 

 

At the foundations of this campaign were major projects to get LRH books and 
technical materials into the hands of people the world-over, in numerous 
languages ... We released new LRH lecture series and we broadly forwarded 
LRH's image into society at levels never attained before. With unsurpassed 
quality publications such as Images of a Lifetime and the new RON Series, we 
reached out to new publics - from judges to kings - bringing enlightenment. 

["Leading the Planet to OT", Freewinds magazine, 1996] 

 

In recent years, the Church of Scientology has attempted to portray the Sea Org 
as a "fraternal order" denoting religious loyalty, rather than a formal military-
style chain of command: 

 

The Sea Org is a descriptive name for individuals who have pledged themselves 
to eternal service of the Scientology faith. The Sea Organization is a religious 
fraternal order, like the Catholic priesthood, with its own rituals and traditions 
that exemplify and foster members' shared and deeply-held commitment to the 
religion. It confers no corporate or ecclesiastic authority. Sea Org members are 
staff in many churches of Scientology across the globe. Any authority they have 
in the church entity that employs them derives from their position in that 
church structure and not their honorary status in the Sea Organization. 
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[Declaration of David Miscavige, Chairman of the Board, Religious Technology 
Center, 24 September 1999 - 
http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=9077N4yKo8hq7lUdvyURvu2Pcjjg%404
ax.com&oe=UTF-8&output=gplain] 

 

This view follows Hubbard's statement in March 1974 that the Sea Org is "a 
fraternal organization existing within the formalized structure of the Churches 
of Scientology. It consists of highly dedicated members of the Church. These 
members take vows of eternal service. The Sea Organization life style of 
community living is traditional to religious orders." [Hubbard, "Understanding 
Corporate Integrity", Board Policy Letter of 9 March 1974] In practice, however, 
Scientology's policies and publications show that the Sea Org plays far more 
than a merely symbolic role. Hubbard defined its specific function as being 

 

to recruit, train, organize and send out to locations complete org or program 
units to establish high level functioning Dn [Dianetics] and Scn [Scientology] 
units, activities or courses so that they can attain the best possible results and 
effectiveness in their areas and to operate AOs [Advanced Organizations]. 

[Hubbard, Flag Order 1992, "Purpose of Sea Org Revised (Confidential)", 14 May 
1969] 

 

These "orgs" or "units" are referred to as "Sea Org Missions" and, under a 1969 
directive from Hubbard, have "unlimited powers" to target failing Scientology 
organisations and "get ethics in". This can result in major changes of policy and 
personnel in the targeted organisations; for instance, at the Stevens Creek 
Scientology organisation, "Two execs who refused to get the show on the road 
were removed and replaced" while in Zurich, Switzerland, "One executive who 
was not executing the program had to be removed". ["The Sea Org Removes All 
Stops to Expansion," High Winds: The Magazine of the Sea Organization, issue 
10, 1990]  

 

As we have already seen, ABLE and the Church of Scientology's Continental 
Liaison Offices are almost always physically co-located on Scientology premises. 
Both entities - ABLE and the CLOs - are also run and entirely staffed by the Sea 
Org.  

 

As might be expected, the period of the power struggle (roughly 1981-82) 
proved to be an extremely turbulent period for the Church of Scientology, 
which shed a sizable number of its members as a result. However, it had a 
number of very important effects for Narconon. The first was that the 
Guardian's Office was replaced by the euphemistically-named Office of Special 
Affairs (OSA), which has almost all of the responsibilities of its predecessor, 
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engages in many of the same activities (including some of the disreputable 
ones) and is organised in much the same way. The big difference is that the 
OSA is subordinate to the Sea Org; its senior staff are all Sea Org members. In 
pre-OSA days, the Sea Org and the Guardian's Office were two separate poles of 
power within the Church, and the rivalry was considerable; with the creation of 
the OSA, the functions of the GO have been wholly taken over by the Sea Org. 
Like the GO, the OSA has a "social liaison" section which interfaces with "social 
betterment groups" such as Narconon. 

 

Narconon and individual Scientologists 

 

The organisational relationships described above were developed principally 
for legal, taxation and presentational reasons - it gives Narconon a degree of 
"plausible deniability" in matters involving its relationship with Scientology. But 
at the same time, Narconon depends on the support and active involvement of 
individual Scientologists. The link is provided by the Clear Expansion 
Committees, unincorporated bodies established under a 1994 programme to 
provide a direct link with the "social reform" groups.  

 

The ultimate aim of all Scientologists is to "clear the planet", in other words to 
ensure that everyone in the world becomes a Scientology "Clear". According to 
Advance magazine issue 153 (April 2001), "Your Clear Expansion Committee is 
not only a vital group for anyone going Clear, it's disseminating and using LRH 
tech to take your community to Clear." As a Scientology source explains, 

 

The Clear Expansion Committee is a new program that was launched in 1994 as 
a major new reach-out program.  

 

To really clear one's community, one must have field activities of all types. Of 
course these include Missions, Field Auditor Groups, Auditors Associations, 
Volunteer Ministers, Dianetics Counseling Groups and OT committees. 

 

They must also include Gung-Ho Groups and the use of LRH's Social Betterment 
tech such as study groups and schools that apply LRH Study Tech, Narconon, 
Criminon, The Way to Happiness Groups, WISE, Citizen's Commission on 
Human Rights, and other scientology community reform groups. 

 

While each of these field activites has it's own purpose, all exist to get LRH tech 
used in the world, and bring us closer to a "Cleared Planet". 
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A Clear Expansion Committee is an umbrella which coordinates all individual 
scientologists and groups involved in these activities so as to dramatically 
expand scientology in your area. Under the control of the Clear Expansion 
Committee all of these groups become an unstoppable force to clear the 
community. 

[http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=3591BAAE.61AA%40iag.net&oe=UTF-
8&output=gplain] 

 

Each Scientology organisation has an attached CEC, whose volunteers aim to 
"create a New Civilization." 
[http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=6es6pt4r462oj5drbigtc960oltnh9b1q6
%40ARSCC.Sweden.Dep.OSA.Surveillance&oe=UTF-8&output=gplain] 

 

An illustration of what CECs do in practice is provided by the one in Hawaii, 
whose President described its activities in a 1998 e-mail to a Scientology e-mail 
list: 

 

HAWAII EXPANSION NEWS!!! 

 

We have some exciting things occuring in Hawaii. Our Clear Expansion 
Committee is factually starting to do exactly that (Clearing Hawaii). We started 
in February with a handful of people with the purpose to do whatever it takes 
to help our orgs (Hawaii Day and Foundation) to go Saint Hill Size. We are are 
working hard to acheive this goal. We now have over 40 active members on the 
CEC and are breathing life into an earlier dormant Scientology field ... 

 

We also have the ABLE area coming alive. Our ABLE In Charge is getting 
Criminon going here and at last count we have 38 prisoners on the Way to 
Happiness Extension Course. We believe there are many more than that on the 
course. There are much bigger plans in this area. 

[Myron Thompson, e-mail of 1 May 1998] 

 

Some of the CECs have their fingers in a great many pies; it was reported in 
1998 that the Flag Clear Expansion Committee in Clearwater, FL had expanded 
to include 76 active community groups. However, Scientologist involvement in 
the community is not always done openly, as the example of Narconon 
illustrates. This appears to be a deliberate practice. A 1960 bulletin by Hubbard, 
"Special Zone Plan", has been reprinted in CEC publications such as the Flag 
Clear Expansion Committee Newsletter ["Spinoffs spread group's message", St. 
Petersburg Times, 7 Aug 1995]; in it, Hubbard advises Scientologists to "just 
enter" wider society and introduce the principles of Scientology: 
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A housewife, already successfully employing Scientology in her own home, 
trained to professional level, takes over a woman's club as secretary or some 
key position. 

 

She straightens up the club affairs by applying comm [sic] practice and making 
peace, and then, incidental to the club's main function, pushes Scientology into 
a zone of special interest in the club - children, straightening up marriages, 
whatever comes to hand, and even taking fees for it - meanwhile, of course, 
going on being a successful and contributing wife. 

 

The cue in all this is don't seek the cooperation of groups. Don't ask for 
permission. Just enter them and start functioning to make the group win 
through effectiveness and sanity. 

[Hubbard, "Special Zone Plan", HCO Bulletin of 23 June 1960] 

 

Narconon and the International Association of Scientologists 

 

The International Association of Scientologists (IAS) plays an important role in 
funding and supporting Narconon. Formed in England in 1984, it has become 
the main conduit by which money is channelled from ordinary Scientologists - 
for whom membership of the IAS is virtually mandatory - to the "social reform" 
organisations. Its declared aim is "To unite, advance, support and protect the 
Scientology religion and Scientologists in all parts of the world so as to achieve 
the aims of Scientology as originated by L. Ron Hubbard". This involves 
"providing the wherewithal to get ethics in on this planet so the tech can go in". 
[Quotes from Impact magazine, issue 69, 1996] In practice, this means  

 

Contributing to the costs of litigation against Scientology's perceived enemies - 
the IAS maintains a "War Chest" for this purpose "so that the future of 
Scientology can be guaranteed without question" by "handling the suppression 
that threatens the future of this planet". Its targets have included governments, 
psychiatric organisations and even the police: its 1991 goals included the target 
"Eradicate Interpol". 

   

Funding "massive public information campaigns so that people know the truth 
about Scientology". 

   

Funding the expansion of "social reform" organisations such as Narconon, 
Criminon and "study technology" programmes worldwide. This is intended to 
achieve the "Aims of Scientology"; one internal Scientology publication reported 
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on a briefing by IAS executive Karen Hollander, who "covered several different 
areas of the world where LRH technology, injected into society with the support 
of the IAS, is bringing us closer every day to achieving the Aims of Scientology. 
One is Narconon Arrowhead..." [Scientology News issue 21, p. 40] 

   

Supporting the work of the Citizens' Commission on Human Rights - 
Scientology's anti-psychiatry front - with the aim of "eradicating psychiatry" and 
"thereby eliminating once and for all the source of suppression on this planet". 
This task was originally scheduled for completion by 2000, but this unachieved 
deadline now appears to have been quietly shelved.  

In a distillation of Scientology's "salvation for cash" approach to spiritual 
advancement, IAS members are encouraged to donate huge sums of money and 
are awarded ranks and badges or plaques of merit in recognition of their 
contributions (denominated in US dollars). These are, respectively: 

 

Sponsor - $5,000 

Crusader - $10,000 

Honor Roll - $20,000, or signing up 20 people to be IAS members 

Patron - $40,000 

Patron with Honors - $100,000 

Patron Meritorious - $250,000 

Gold Meritorious - $1,000,000 

Senior Honor Roll - signing up 100 people to be IAS members, or contributing 
to IAS expansion "in some stellar fashion". 

 

Considerable amounts of money have thereby been channeled to Narconon. 
According to Narconon International, 

 

From time to time, Narconon centers and Narconon International itself have 
requested grants from the International Association of Scientologists (IAS) for 
specific Narconon needs. The IAS has provided grants to the Narconon 
organization for such important projects as the pilot installation of the 
Narconon program inside Ensenada State Prison in Baja California, Mexico, and 
the purchase by Narconon International of the beautiful quarters of Narconon 
Mediterraneo outside of Seville, Spain. 

["Support For the Narconon® Program" - 
<http://www.narconon.org/narconon_support.htm>] 
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Not surprisingly, numerous Narconon executives are listed in Church 
magazines as "patrons" of the IAS, meaning that they have each donated at 
least $40,000. 

 

# # # 

 

Narconon Trois-Rivieres Representative 
 

Andre Ahern, the Narconon Trois-Rivieres representative handling the 
Certification Process with the Committee, is on this Scientology Honour Roll, as 
per described in page #75, paragraph four (4): 

 

Andre Ahern - Scientology Service Completions 

 

Andre Ahern in Scientology's Published 
Service Completion Lists 

No entries were found in my main Scientology Statistics database for this person. 

 

Andre Ahern in Scientology's Publications 

The following 2 mentions of Andre Ahern appear in official Scientology publications: 

Andre Ahern Honor Roll of the IAS Impact 102 2002-12-01 

Andre Ahern Honor Roll Impact 114 2006-09-01 

 

Impact Issue 102 [Circa December 2002] 

 

HONOR ROLL - Awarded for helping 20 people become members of the IAS or 
donating $20,000.00 US, 

 

CRUSADER - Awarded to those who donate $10,000.00 US 

 

SPONSOR - Awarded to those who donate $ 5,000.00 

 

http://www.truthaboutscientology.com/stats/impact/impact-102-honor-roll.html
http://www.truthaboutscientology.com/stats/impact/impact-114-honor-roll.html
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It should be noted that the HONOR ROLL is a cumulative list, similar to the 
Patron list.  For that reason you will see notations of [New] meaning new name 
to the HONOR ROLL and [Deleted].  The problem with the deletions is that there 
could be a number of reasons for the person being deleted from the Honor Roll.  
The person could have been declared, or asked for a refund, or the person 
could have UPGRADED to Patron status, or even changed their name in 
marriage.  I have no idea why they were deleted I just make the notation. 

 

Additionally, there is no way of telling which country these people are from. 

 

The Crusade and Sponsor list is NOT cumulative.  Each issue of Impact lists 
only the latest additions to Crusader and Sponsor Status. 

 

2003 

 Directors, officers, trustees, and key employees 
o Ahern, André: Public contact supervisor 
o Doucet, Richard: Programmer 
o Fleury, Réjeanne: Senior director for production 
o Marois, Nathalie: Ethics officer 
o Rousseau, Nicole: Tresory supervisor 
o Tanguay, Denise: Routing and personel supervisor 

 

 

# # # 

 

The Certification Committee may wonder why Narconon Trois-Rivieres 
executives and the Church of Scientology vehemently deny that Narconon is 
related or connected to Scientology OR that the Narconon Trois-Rivieres 
program is Scientology indoctrination and recruitment into Scientology of the 
patients who pay $30,000 for medical treatment? 

 

The answer is very simply and a matter of protecting themselves from being 
sued by the Catholic Church (Oblates – Nuns), who sold the property to a 
Scientologist. There are 88 pages of Legal “Property Purchase and Sale” 
documents that I have in my possession. 

 

Here is a summary: (These documents were purchased and given 
to me) 

 

http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1717
http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1718
http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1010
http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1716
http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1714
http://www.xenu-directory.net/documents/corporate/person.php?person_id=1715
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Documents concerning the sale of property owned by Les Oblates 
Missionaires de Marie Immaculée (OMMI) to Scientologists and lease 
of the property to the Scientology front group Narconon Trois-
Rivières 

 

On Nov. 19, 2001, OMMI sold their property to two private 
individuals who are Scientologists, Antonino (Tony) Putorti and 
Mario Desrochers, at less than market value on the condition that 
the property not be used for Scientology or sold to Scientology, 
otherwise the seller (OMMI) can sue the buyers (see below), and with 
the understanding that the property would be leased for ten years 
to a non-profit organization called Narconon.  These conditions 
appear to have been violated.   

The property has been owned since Feb. 27, 2007 by Thetasoft Inc., 
which belongs to Antonino (Tony) Putorti and his wife, Lucille 
Proulx.  Incidentally, Antonino Putorti took over the "Golf des 
Forges" and imposed Scientology training on the employees, who 
refused, were dismissed, filed complaints, and settled out of court. 

  

Narconon TR's ten-year lease expires on Oct. 18, 2011. 

   

============ 

  

Attachment: 2001-11-20 Vente AL_44_466_312_image_001.pdf 

  

Sale: Nov. 19, 2001 

  

Sale of 7525, 7535, 7555, 7595 Parent Boulevard, Trois-Rivières by 
"Les Oblates missionnaires de Marie Immaculée" (the Oblate 
Missionaries of Mary Immaculate) to Antonino (aka Tony) Putorti 
and Mario Desrochers. 

  

Antonino (Tony) Putorti married since Sept. 15, 1984 to Lucille 
Proulx, Mario Desrochers married since May 7, 1983 to Micheline 
Lecavalier. 
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Special condition 4, page 6-7 

  

L'acheteur aux présentes ou tout locataire ou prête-nom ou 
compagnie devant agir à l'intérieur des locaux faisant l'objet de la 
présente vente, s'engage à ne tenir aucune activité en lien avec 
l'église de scientologie et ce dans tous les bâtiments et/ou sur les 
terrains faisant l'objet de présente vente et s'engage également à ne 
pas revendre toutes les propriétés acquises aux présentes à l'église 
de scientologie de façon directe ou indirecte, sous peine de 
poursuites en dommages et intérêt par le vendeur aux présentes. 

  

Informal translation:  The buyer or any tenant or nominee or 
company that operates within the premises included in the 
present sale promise to exercise no activity in connection with 
the Church of Scientology, and this in or on all buildings and/or 
grounds included in the present sale.  They also promise not to 
sell any of the property acquired by this sale to the Church of 
Scientology directly or indirectly, under penalty of lawsuit for 
damages and interest by the seller [the nuns]. 

  

Special condition 8, page 7 

  

Il est à la connaissance du vendeur aux présentes, que l'acheteur 
louera les locaux faisant l'objet des présentes ou partie de ceux-ci à 
un organisme connu sous le nom de Narconon, car l'opération de 
cet organisme doit être une organisation sans but lucratif. 

  

Informal translation:  The seller [Ommi] is aware that the buyer will 
lease the premises included in this sale or part of them to an 
organization known as Narconon, given that the nature of this 
organization must be not-for-profit. 

 

As of Aug. 28, 2001, the property was evaluated at $727,000 by the 
City of Trois-Rivières. 
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The sale price is $575,000 ($365,000 cash, $210,000 by 42 monthy 
payments of $5,000 plus 5% interest calculated and paid monthly) 

  

Notary: Nelson Ward 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2005-02-03 Vente 01__AL_12_055_704.htm 

  

Sale: Feb. 2, 2005 

  

Mario Desrochers sold, for $210,000, his 50% share to Lucille Proulx 
(30%) and Cynthia Putorti (20%). 

 

Antonino Putorti ceded 10% to his wife, Lucille Proulx. 

  

Proportions of property ownership after this transaction: 

Antonino Putorti 40% 

Lucille Proulx   40% 

Cynthia Putorti  20% 

  

Notary: Michel Carrier 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2005-12-09 Bail AL_12_919_151_image_001.pdf 

  

Notice of ten-year lease (Nov. 19, 2001 - Oct. 18, 2011) by which 
TonyPutorti and Mario Desrocher rent to Narconon Trois-Rivières 
7535, 7535A, 7545, 7555, 7595 Parent Boulevard plus the land and 
forest behind 7555 and 7595. 
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Document prepared and signed by Yves Rocheleau, the lawyer 
who initially represented Narconon against David Love. 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2006-05-23 Hypothèque 01__AL_13_304_363.htm 

  

$360,000 mortgage granted by Caisse Desjardins Les Estacades to 
Antonino Putorti, Lucille Proulx, Cynthia Putorti at 15% annual 
interest.  Collateral is the property at 7525-7595 Parent Boulevard 
for $360,000+$72,000. 

  

Antonino (Tony) Putorti married since Sept. 15, 1984 to Lucille 
Proulx 

Cynthia Putorti never been married. 

  

Notary: Michel Carrier 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2007-02-28 Vente 01__AL_14_030_905.htm 

  

Sale: Feb. 27, 2007 

  

Antonio [sic] Putorti, Lucille Proulx, Cynthia Putorti sold 7525 - 7595 
Parent Boulevard to Thetasoft Inc., represented by Antonino Putorti, 
president and secretary, and Lucille Putorti. 

  

The sale price is $575,000 ($340,547.45 paid by the May 23, 2006 
mortgage, $234,452.55 to be paid by installments interest-free). 

  

Notary: Michel Carrier 
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============ 

  

Attachment: 2007-04-25 Correction 01__AL_14_162_581.htm 

  

Correction of the Feb. 27, 2007 in which Antonino Putorti was 
incorrectly identified as "Antonio Putorti". 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2007-04-25 Hypothèque 01__AL_14_162_580.htm 

  

$195,000 variable credit contract granted by Caisse Desjardins Les 
Estacades to Thetasoft Inc., represented by Antonino Putorti, 
president and secretary, and Lucille Proulx, at 15% annual interest.   

  

Collateral is the property at 7525-7595 Parent Boulevard for 
$195,000+$39,000. 

  

Antonino (Tony) Putorti married since Sept. 15, 1984 to Lucille 
Proulx 

Cynthia Putorti never been married. 

  

Notary: Michel Carrier 

  

============ 

  

Attachment: 2009-03-06 Hypothèque 01__AL_15_996_864.htm 

  

$1,284,000 loan granted by Caisse Desjardins Les Estacades to 
Thetasoft Inc. (registered as number 1147484001 on Feb. 26, 1998), 
represented by Antonino Putorti, president and secretary, and 
Lucille Proulx, shareholder, at 15% annual interest. 
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Collateral is the properties at: 

1600, rue Léger, Trois-Rivières 

35 and 37, rue Notre-Dame Est, Trois-Rivières 

7525 - 7595, boul. Parent, Trois-Rivières 

835 - 845, boul. Des Récollets, Trois-Rivières 

858 - 862, 9e Avenue, Shawinigan-Sud 

for $1,284,000+$256,800.00 

 

Notary: Hugues Germain 

============ 

Attachment: 2001-07-18 Évaluation – Ville de TR.jpg 

 

The attached screen snapshot shows that, on July 1, 2008, the City 
of Trois-Rivières officially evaluated the Narconon TR property 
(7525-7595 Parent Boulevard, parcel number 2555001) for tax 
purposes at $765,000 ($175,000 for the land, $589,000 for the 
buildings) and for sale purposes at $787,950.  The 2001 deed of sale 
states that the City of Trois-Rivières evaluated the property at 
$727,000 as of Aug. 28, 2001 and that the property was sold for 
$575,000 on Nov. 19, 2001. 

 

# # #  

 

The following Article concerning the Property Sale, was published 
on December 7, 2011. 

 

 

Scientology-Narconon vs. Catholic Church 
  

 The ongoing controversy concerning the Church of Scientology, Narconon 
Trois-Rivières and now potentially involving the Catholic Oblates (secular nuns), 
in Quebec, Canada, may be heading to the courts — at the discretion of the 
Catholic Oblates. 
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Legal Land Registry documents arrived in the writer’s email box recently, with 
connotations of “Opening King Tut’s Tomb” being the expression of the day. 
More than eighty-eight pages of Property Sale Agreements, transfers of 
ownership, and lease information from an anonymous source scattered the 
desk top. Most were in French, but many of the pertinent legal passages with 
potential litigation ramifications were informally translated into English. 

  

On Nov. 19, 2001, OMMI (Catholic Oblates) sold their Trois-Rivières property to 
two private individuals who are Scientologists, Antonino (Tony) Putorti and 
Mario Desrochers, at less than market value. In a struggling Quebec economy, 
why would the Oblates sell a massive commercial property, capable of housing 
more than one hundred persons, at far below market value? 

  

Special condition of sale number four on pages 6-7 of the deed of sale was the 
bombshell that stood out in bold letters in the translated text. Informal 
translation: 

  

“The buyer or any tenant or nominee or company that operates within the 
premises included in the present sale promise to exercise no activity in 
connection with the Church of Scientology, and this in or on all buildings 
and/or grounds included in the present sale. They also promise not to sell any 
of the property acquired by this sale to the Church of Scientology directly or 
indirectly, under penalty of lawsuit for damages and interest by the seller [the 
nuns].” 

  

In addition, special sale condition eight on page 7 specifically states: 

  

“The seller (the Oblates) is aware that the buyer will lease the premises included 
in this sale or part of them to an organization known as Narconon, and the 
nature of this organization must be not-for-profit.” 

  

As of Aug. 28, 2001, the property was evaluated at $727,000 by the City of 
Trois-Rivières. The sale price was $575,000 ($365,000 cash, $210,000 by 42 
monthly payments of $5,000 plus 5% interest calculated and paid monthly). 
However, the Oblates continue to live on the property and the monthly rent 
they agreed to pay was equal to the monthly payments the new owners had to 
pay the Oblates. In effect, the property was sold for only half its market value. 

  

On November 19, 2001, the Sale Agreement of 7525, 7535, 7555, 7595 Parent 
Boulevard, Trois-Rivières by, “Les Oblates missionnaires de Marie Immaculée” 
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(the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate) to Antonino (aka Tony) Putorti 
and Mario Desrochers was completed. The deed states that Antonino (Tony) 
Putorti was married since Sept. 15, 1984 to Lucille Proulx, and that Mario 
Desrochers was married since May 7, 1983 to Micheline Lecavalier. 

  

The subject property was then leased to the Scientology money-making entity 
Narconon Trois-Rivières, contravening the sale agreement. The lease agreement 
was for a period of ten years commencing November 19, 2001 and maturing on 
October 18, 2011. 

  

On February 2, 2005, Mario Desrochers sold, for $230,000, his 50% share to 
Lucille Proulx (30%) and Cynthia Putorti (20%). Antonino Putorti ceded 10% to 
his wife, Lucille Proulx. The proportions of property ownership after this 
transaction were: Antonino Putorti 40%; Lucille Proulx 40%; Cynthia Putorti 20%. 

  

On February 27, 2007, the subject property was sold by Antonino Putorti, 
Lucille Proulx, and Cynthia Putorti to Thetasoft Inc., represented by Antonino 
Putorti, president and secretary, and Lucille Putorti. The sale price was 
$575,000 ($340,547.45 paid by a May 23, 2006 mortgage, $234,452.55 to be 
paid by installments interest-free). 

  

On March 6, 2009, a loan in the amount of $1,284,000 was granted by Caisse 
Desjardins Les Estacades to Thetasoft Inc. (registered as number 1147484001 
on Feb. 26, 1998), represented by Antonino Putorti, president and secretary, 
and Lucille Proulx, shareholder, at 15% annual interest. 

  

Several properties were used as collateral, including the one Narconon Trois-
Rivièes leases from Thetasoft. As of July 1, 2008, the City of Trois-Rivières 
evaluated the subject property for tax purposes at $765,000. 

  

Mr. Antonio Putorti, president of Thetasoft, is no virgin to controversy or to 
being stained with attempts to bend laws and government regulations. 
Antonino took over ownership of Golf des Forges in Trois-Rivières on or about 
February 7, 2007 and ended up in hot water when he introduced as a condition 
and part of an employment contract that employees accept L. Ron Hubbard 
Scientology administrative policy. Employees who refused to participate were 
dismissed and filed complaints followed by out of court settlements. 

  

Executives at Narconon Trois-Rivières and the Church of Scientology in 
Montreal vehemently deny that Narconon is connected to Scientology in any 
way whatsoever. On July 13, 2010, Marc Bernard, Narconon director stated to Le 
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Nouvelliste Newspaper, “We are not a religious propaganda centre or whatnot.” 
Mr. Bernard then admits to using Scientology doctrines at Narconon Trois-
Rivières to help employees who are distracted by oppression. He states, “This is 
when negative things happen to us and this is why the method encourages 
‘disconnection’.” 

  

Disconnection strips away a person’s freedom to associate with any friend or 
family member who speaks against Scientology or Narconon. 

  

In the interview with Le Nouvelliste, Marc Bernard states he has never hidden 
the fact that the writings of L. Ron Hubbard inspire the method used by 
Narconon, but without in any way turning Narconon into a religious 
recruitment centre. 

  

When one weighs the entire Narconon program with the Scientology doctrines 
and teachings at the Church of Scientology, it is clear that Narconon Trois-
Rivières is Scientology in every aspect. 

  

In 2009 Scientology Dianetics books were given to patients by members of the 
Church of Scientology of Montreal. Scientology videos were brought in to 
Narconon by ABLE Canada, the entity which charges licence fees to Narconon 
Trois-Rivières. Scientology anti-pharmaceutical and anti-psychiatry videos were 
brought in by Scientology church members for Narconon patients to watch in 
the dining room. 

  

Scientology E-Meters were also at Narconon Trois-Rivières. An E-meter is an 
electronic device used during Dianetics and Scientology auditing. The Church of 
Scientology restricts the use of the E-meter to trained Scientologists, treating it 
as “a religious artifact. At Narconon, one such E-Meter was used on a regular 
basis by a Case Supervisor in self-auditing sessions and another E-Meter was 
used by two staff members at the Narconon premises in a Scientology auditing 
session. 

  

While nearing completion of one patient’s Narconon program, the patient was 
forced to view a Scientology video in the executive board room with a Narconon 
Executive present during the viewing. 

  

When some patients complete their Narconon program, cases of Scientology 
books are given to the graduate. Several cases of these books were readily 
available to potential recruits. 
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Clearly, Narconon Trois-Rivières is Scientology with only the corporate entity 
name that separates the two. Back in 2001 when the Oblates sold the property 
to Scientologist Antonino (Tony) Putorti, it was easy to disguise Narconon as a 
simple not-for-profit organization which operated as an addiction treatment 
facility helping society cure addiction. To the Oblates, this probably seemed like 
a noble cause and they thus sold the subject property at a reduced price to 
facilitate charitable work. 

  

The key agreement to the property sale and purchase is; 

  

“The buyer or any tenant or nominee or company that operates within the 
premises included in the present sale promise to exercise no activity in 
connection with the Church of Scientology, and this in or on all buildings 
and/or grounds included in the present sale. They also promise not to sell any 
of the property acquired by this sale to the Church of Scientology directly or 
indirectly, under penalty of lawsuit for damages and interest by the seller [the 
nuns].” 

  

By: David Edgar Love 

 

# # #  

 

Narconon Trois-Rivieres claims that their Narconon program is not Scientology 
and that it is “SECULAR”, only using L. Ron Hubbard’s Tech (Technology). 

 

Scientology “CLEAR” Expansion Committee project to promote Scientology into 
the “SECULAR” Community by means of presenting a drug rehab program in 
the “SECULAR” Community. 

 

The Narconon Study Tech books fall into two groups. The first three, the Basic 
Study Manual, Study Skills for Life, and Learning How to Learn, cover Study 
Technology proper, but are targeted at different grade levels. These three books 
are the primary focus of this essay. The remaining two titles, How to Use a 
Dictionary, and Grammar and Communication for Children, are unremarkable 
introductions to grammar and punctuation that show only a few tiny traces of 
Hubbard's influence. The Study Technology is also used in other Scientology-
related "social reform" programs, notably the Narconon and Criminon drug and 
criminal rehabilitation programs. There, it is delivered in the form of a 
"Learning Improvement Course" utilizing a very similar set of course materials. 
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All five books (plus their Narconon and Criminon variants) are published by 
Bridge Publications, the in-house publishing arm of the Church of Scientology. 
They are distributed by a Los Angeles-based non-profit organization called 
Applied Scholastics International (ASI). ASI is a subordinate organization of the 
Association for Better Living and Education International (ABLE). This is in turn 
a subordinate, and an integral part, of the Church of Scientology, which 
exercises direct overall control of all of the aforementioned organizations. 
(Recently Scientology also began distributing the books through another front 
organization, Effective Education Publishing.) This complicated set of 
relationships, discussed in more detail later in this essay, is seemingly designed 
to obscure the central role of the Church of Scientology in the promotion and 
implementation of Study Technology. 

 

a. THE THREE PRINCIPLES OF STUDY TECH  

 

Study Tech is founded on three principles: (1) use pictures and diagrams to 
illustrate the concepts being taught, (2) break down complex concepts so they 
can be mastered in a series of simple steps, and (3) always seek definitions for 
unfamiliar terms. These rules make sense and are harmless enough when 
phrased in plain English. But the Study Tech books present them in a different 
manner. The three principles are called "mass", "gradients", and 
"misunderstoods": terms that were invented or redefined by Hubbard and 
loaded with significance in the Scientology religion. These concepts are 
presented in a doctrinaire manner that is also characteristic of Scientology 
religious instruction. Study Tech actually helps lay the groundwork for 
introducing Scientology doctrines into secular education. 

 

These three principles of Study Tech are laid out in a document known as HCO 
Bulletin of 25 June 1971 (revised 25 November 1974), "Barriers to Study". The 
HCO, or Hubbard Communications Office, was a division of the Church of 
Scientology which for many years served as the personal secretariat of L. Ron 
Hubbard. Its main output was a constant stream of Policy Letters (Scientology 
management policy) and Bulletins (religious doctrines, commonly referred to as 
"the tech[nology]" of Scientology). Study Tech is laid out in a series of HCO 
Bulletins mostly issued during the 1970s, which are today collected in a set of 
volumes entitled The Technical Bulletins of Dianetics and Scientology, known 
informally as the "tech volumes" or the "red volumes" since they are printed in 
red ink. According to the Church of Scientology, these works comprise a major 
element of Scientology's religious scripture. The source of the Study Tech 
doctrines is discussed in greater detail later in this essay, under "Where Does 
Study Tech Come From?" 
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The HCO Bulletins on Study Technology are also reprinted in various 
Scientology course packs, such as The Student Hat, that are sold as entry-level 
"religious services" (courses offered for a fee). A disclaimer at the front of each 
volume and each course pack, including those containing the Study Tech 
bulletins, states: "This book is part of the religious literature and works of the 
Scientology Founder, L. Ron Hubbard." The Student Hat course is compulsory 
for all Scientologists. Before they can cross the Scientology "Bridge to Total 
Freedom", they are required to "learn how to learn". The same rule applies to 
all, no matter how literate they may be -- a sign that something more is going 
on than mere learning. A summary of the "Barriers to Study" is also included in 
the Scientology Handbook. 

 

b. THE MEANING OF "MASS"  

 

The first principle of Study Tech states that when introducing a new concept, it 
is important to have an example physically present to "get its mass" (a uniquely 
Scientological phrase). If it's not possible to present a physical example, then a 
picture or diagram should be provided. This is not bad advice; educational 
psychologists have long known that a large component of human learning is 
visually based. But a picture is worth even more than a thousand words in 
Study Tech, because according to Hubbard, ONLY pictures can provide the 
"mass" required to understand a concept. Nothing else will do:  

 

If one is studying about tractors, the printed page and the spoken word are no 
substitute for having an actual tractor there. Photographs or motion pictures 
are helpful because they represent a promise or hope of the mass of a tractor. 

(Basic Study Manual, p. 31) 

 

If you are studying about tractors, words on a page or someone telling you 
about tractors is no substitute for having an actual tractor there. Photographs 
or motion pictures are helpful because they at least give the hope of the mass 
of a tractor. 

(Study Skills for Life, p. 21.)  

 

But reading books or listening to someone talk does not give you mass. 

(Learning How to Learn, p. 70).  

 

And what is "mass"? The definition offered in Study Tech is:  

 

The mass of a subject refers to the parts of that subject which are composed of 
matter and energy and which exist in the material universe. 
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(Basic Study Manual, p. 24)  

 

In other words, mass is what can be visualized. But Hubbard's pronouncement 
that learning cannot take place without visual aids goes too far. Must every 
sentence of every book be accompanied by a picture? Does a book on political 
theory, quantum physics, or the life of Shakespeare require a picture to 
illustrate each concept? Of course not. 

 

Hubbard's Study Tech books claim that several "nonoptimum physical 
reactions" are associated with "absence of mass".  

 

Such an absence of mass can actually make a student feel squashed. It can 
make him feel bent, sort of spinny, sort of dead, bored, and exasperated. 

(Basic Study Manual, pp. 25-30)  

 

When students experience these symptoms, they are immediately interpreted 
by Scientologist teachers as being the result of learning difficulties -- a most 
dubious proposition. Hubbard was fond of making this sort of bold assertion, 
wholly unsupported or even opposed by hard evidence. We will return to the 
issue of Study Tech's dubious physiological claims later. 

 

c. THE SECOND PRINCIPLE: LEARNING ON A GRADIENT  

 

Gradient: a gradual approach to something, taken step by step, level by level, 
each step or level being, of itself, easily surmountable -- so that, finally, quite 
complicated and difficult activities or high states of being can be achieved with 
relative ease. This principle is applied to both Scientology processing and 
training. 

(From a glossary provided by the Church of Scientology International. The same 
definition is provided in the Basic Study Manual but for some reason it omits 
the sentence mentioning Scientology.)  

 

There is nothing objectionable in the notion that complex ideas should be 
mastered by breaking them down into simpler steps done in a logical order. But 
Study Tech turns this sensible advice into rigid dogma, with a warning that 
violations can have unpleasant consequences. "If you have skipped a gradient 
you may feel a sort of confusion or reeling" (Learning How to Learn, p. 84.) The 
illustrations of this idea on pp. 84-85 show a boy who was trying to build a 
doghouse "seeing stars" as if he just got whacked in the head with one of the 
boards he was hammering.  
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Within Scientology, the gradient doctrine is an important tool for controlling 
the flow of information. It discourages beginning students from looking too 
closely into Scientology's claims. Students are told to accept things on trust and 
to wait until they are deemed ready for the facts. This is the bait used to attract 
many a new member. Scientology evidently takes the view -- probably correctly -
- that its more esoteric beliefs, centering on hostile space aliens, would frighten 
off new members if mentioned early on. Adherents are instead inducted slowly 
into the secrets of Scientology, learning stage by stage through the use of Study 
Tech, following the "gradient" laid out for them by the Church. As was 
demonstrated by Monsieur Mangetout, the Frenchman who ate a bicycle, even a 
large indigestible mass can be consumed if it is eaten in bite-sized chunks. 

 

Being "out-gradient" is actually considered an ethical violation in Scientology, 
because it is "out-tech", or contrary to Hubbard's teachings about how one 
should study. But if a beginning student does encounter some of Hubbard's 
more outlandish writings, the gradient concept offers a way for them to avoid 
acknowledging the absurdity. Consider two remarkable claims in Hubbard's 
1953 book Scientology: A History of Man: that human beings evolved from 
clams who were preyed upon by birds (p. 53), and that the spirits of most 
humans go to Mars for reprogramming when their bodies die (p. 116). Rather 
than trying to defend such improbable ideas when low-level Scientologists or 
members of the public ask about them, the response of Scientology officials is 
that History of Man is an "advanced" text -- too steep a gradient for non-
believers or beginning Scientologists to deal with -- which conveniently rules 
out any possibility of debating the book on its merits. The questioner is then 
directed toward entry-level courses so that he or she can learn be properly 
conditioned before being exposed to this "advanced" material.  

 

 An even more troubling application of the gradient principle is Scientology's 
belief that truth itself must be approached on a gradient. In Hubbard's eyes, 
there was no such thing as objective truth -- truth is whatever is true for you. 
This provides the rationale for the Church of Scientology misleading the public 
about its most controversial teachings, because according to Hubbard, when 
dealing with "raw public" one must be careful to give them an "acceptable truth" 
(both are Hubbard's terms.) 

 

For example, Scientology professes its compatability with and respect for other 
belief systems. The general public and novice Scientologists are told that 
Scientology is compatible with all other religions (see What is Scientology?, 
1992 edition, p. 545), and the Church of Scientology often professes mutual 
respect when campaigning alongside faith groups. The picture from the far side 
of "The Bridge" is very different. Scientologists who have completed the 
Church's highest-level and most secret courses will have learned from Hubbard 
that God was essentially an evil "Big Thetan" presiding over a deserted and run-
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down heaven, that Christianity was "implanted" by a race of alien invaders 
2,000 years ago, that the Ka'aba in Mecca was the unconscious imitation by the 
Prophet Mohammed of an alien implant mechanism called the "Emanator", and 
that Hinduism's doctrines are "very treacherous" (Hubbard, "Heaven," HCO 
Bulletin of 11 May 1963; "Assists," Class VIII Course lecture #10; "Philadelphia 
Doctorate Course lecture #14"). 

 

As these views would antagonize something like half the world's population, it 
is scarcely surprising that they are not publicized by Scientology. That does not 
mean that Scientology is ashamed of such views -- far from it. The problem, as 
Scientologists would see it, is not that Hubbard's views would be offensive to 
many but merely that people need to have adequate preparation before being 
confronted with them. Revealing this truth too early would would result in "too 
steep a gradient" for the potential recruit. Hence, deception and economy with 
the truth is the "ethical" course. Indeed, it is deemed to be positively unethical 
to present the naked truth to an insufficiently prepared individual. Hubbard's 
code of "Scientology Ethics" provides for disciplinary sanctions for those found 
guilty of "issuing data or information to wrong grades or unauthorized persons 
or groups" (Hubbard, Introduction to Scientology Ethics.) 

 

d. GO BACK AND FIND YOUR MISUNDERSTOOD 

 

The third principle of Study Tech centers on the concept of misunderstood 
words. They're called "misunderstoods" in the books, and abbreviated as M/U 
or Mis-U in Scientology. Misunderstoods can be "cleared" by looking up the 
word in a dictionary. This is fine as far as it goes; students should certainly 
learn to use a dictionary. But according to Hubbard, misunderstood words are 
not a minor problem; they are in fact "the most important barrier to study" 
(Learning How to Learn, p. 101; Basic Study Manual, p. 49), and "the only reason 
a person would stop studying or get confused or not be able to learn" (Learning 
How to Learn, p. 114; Basic Study Manual, preface). In fact, "THE ONLY REASON 
A PERSON GIVES UP A STUDY OR BECOMES CONFUSED OR UNABLE TO LEARN 
IS BECAUSE HE HAS GONE PAST A WORD THAT WAS NOT UNDERSTOOD" (How 
to Use a Dictionary, p. 282; capitalization as in the original.) This sentence also 
appears in the frontmatter of all Scientology religious volumes. 

 

This emphasis on the misunderstood word, in isolation, turns common sense 
into irrational dogma. Students are told explicitly that when they have a 
problem with understanding, "It's not a misunderstood phrase or idea or 
concept, but a misunderstood WORD" (Basic Study Manual, p. 153, emphasis as 
in the original.) 
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According to the Study Tech materials, a single misunderstood word can cause 
a person to not remember anything on the page they just read, or make them 
want to stop studying the subject altogether (Learning How to Learn, p. 116; 
Basic Study Manual, pp. 58-59). The books also teach that misunderstood words 
cause physical symptoms: feeling blank, tired, worried, upset, "like you are not 
there", or suffering "a sort of nervous hysteria" (Learning How to Learn, pp. 110-
112; Basic Study Manual, pp. 50-52.) The reason for these symptoms is not 
explained but the answer lies in other Scientology doctrines not included in the 
"secularized" version of Study Tech (more on this later). 

 

Hubbard's obsession with misunderstood words leads to a number of uniquely 
Scientological practices, such as a fondness for dictionaries. Several large 
dictionaries are found in all Scientology churches. Hubbard's religious writings 
forbid the use of pocket dictionaries, which he dubbed "dinky dictionaries", 
because of the inferior quality of their definitions (HCO Bulletin of 19 June 
1972 revised 3 June 1986, "Dinky Dictionaries", and HCO Bulletin of 13 
February 1981, revised 25 July 1987, "Dictionaries".) Scientology also publishes 
several dictionaries of its own extensive jargon, including the Basic Dictionary 
of Dianetics and Scientology, the much more comprehensive Dianetics and 
Scientology Technical Dictionary (known as the "tech dictionary"), and Modern 
Management Technology Defined: Hubbard Dictionary of Administration and 
Management (the "admin dictionary"). As many as 3,000 terms, many of them 
being neologisms coined by Hubbard himself, are said to be defined in the 
Scientology dictionaries.  

 

Another strange practice associated with "misunderstoods" is the treatment of 
yawning. Since misunderstoods are supposed to make one feel tired, anyone 
caught yawning in a courseroom run under Hubbard's rules is thought to have 
overlooked a misunderstood word and thus be in dire danger of failing in their 
studies. They are ordered to go back over what they were reading until they 
find the misunderstood word and review its definition in the dictionary 
(Wakefield, 1991, ch. 4). This treatment for yawning is also mentioned in the 
Basic Study Manual (p. 154) and Learning How to Learn (p. 136), both of which 
include pictures of a yawning boy. Beverly Rice, a former Scientologist who 
once taught at a school run by Applied Scholastics, reported that her students 
learned to "... NEVER yawn if you were tired. A yawn would bring the supervisor 
running and meant having to go backwards on your course in the great MU 
hunt" (message posted to the alt.religion.scientology newgroup on August 17, 
1997.)  

 

Yawning may occur for reasons quite unrelated to the task at hand. Even now, 
scientists do not know for certain why humans and animals yawn, 
demonstrating the arbitrary and unscientific nature of Hubbard's insistence 
that "misunderstoods" are the root cause. And there are many other factors 
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besides misunderstood words that can cause lack of comprehension. The 
material itself could have problems. Bad grammar, faulty logic, disorganized 
exposition, and obviously false factual statements are examples. Why place all 
the emphasis on just one possible source of confusion? Study Tech thus 
provides a convenient blame mechanism. If a concept is not understood, it is 
always the fault of the student, never the fault of the teacher or source 
material. 

 

Study Tech's focus on misunderstood words is not just some arbitrary bit of 
educational dogma. It is an intentional and effective device for suppressing 
critical thought. In effect, it atomizes language, divorcing words from concepts. 
The same words might appear in a Shakespearean sonnet or an L. Ron Hubbard 
bulletin but their collective meaning might be very different. The words 
themselves may be perfectly comprehensible but their meaning may not be. The 
context is stripped away, leaving the words to be studied in isolation. But a 
student cannot ascertain context from isolated words, any more than she could 
ascertain the design of a house from individual bricks. The most outlandish 
concepts can thereby be presented in a way that compels word-by-word 
acceptance.  

 

Study Tech is also an effective method of social control in the classroom. If one 
expresses disagreement with the material one is studying in Scientology, that's 
taken as evidence of a misunderstood word. And each M/U must be located and 
cleared before moving on to other material. Hence, unless a student of 
Scientology wants to be stuck reading the same page over and over again, 
looking up definitions in a dictionary ad nauseam, he must keep any negative 
feelings about the content to himself. If he expresses dislike for a subject and a 
desire to stop studying it, that is taken as further evidence that he has a 
misunderstood word. The idea that one can have a legitimate disagreement 
with something written by "Source", as L. Ron Hubbard is referred to in 
Scientology, is simply not on the table. All disagreement is dismissed as 
misunderstanding -- a dangerous attitude for an educational system to 
promote. Joe Harrington, who was active in Scientology for 24 years, wrote the 
following in a posting to the alt.religion.scientology newsgroup:  

 

The fundamental tenet of Hubbard's "study tech" is that ANY disagreement 
with the subject matter being studied, ANY inability to apply the materials, and 
any non-comprehension of the materials stems ONLY from "misunderstood 
words" in the "Source" materials. With this mechanism, Hubbard made his 
"source" materials infalliable. In the Scientology "study tech" mindset, there can 
be NO dissent with Hubbard's utterances and ANY difficulty the student is 
having with the subject or the organization stems ONLY from misunderstood 
words he went past. 
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Using Hubbard's notion of the "misunderstood word", one could introduce a 
"Source" textbook on geology, written by the President of the Flat Earth Society 
and have every student who disagreed with the materials look up all the 
"misunderstood words" they went past, until harmony with the Source material 
was in place.  

 

Harrington's characterization seems accurate. When one of us (DST) asked 
Heidrun Beer, at the time a devoted Scientologist, what she would do if she 
found a Hubbard policy she could not agree with, her reply was: "I'd go back 
and find my misunderstood word." Beer has since broken with the Church. 

 

Worse still, it is implied that misunderstanding (and by extension, 
disagreement) is the root cause of anti-social behavior and illness. The Basic 
Study Manual claims that a student trapped in an M/U will go out and "commit 
harmful acts against the more general area." (This is accompanied by a picture 
of a student vandalizing a restroom). "This is followed by various mental and 
physical conditions and by various complaints, faultfinding and look-what-you-
did-to-me" (Basic Study Manual). Disagreement and incomprehension is thus 
equated with anti-social behavior. 

 

This equation is not unique to Scientology or indeed to religion; it is a common 
aspect of many authoritarian societies, where failure to conform to the 
approved ideology is commonly attributed to the dissident being "anti-social". 
Scientology is an unusually authoritarian belief system. Hubbard prohibited 
absolutely any deviation from his ideological standards and severely punished 
any attempts to alter or build on his work. Much of the extensive list of 
disciplinary offences listed in his rigorous system of "Scientology Ethics" relates 
to ideological deviation or dissension, banning both completely. This means 
that, unlike mainstream belief systems, Scientology has an absolute prohibition 
on critical interpretation (exegesis) of its core texts; it calls such expression 
"verbal tech". There are no Scientology theologians save the now deceased 
Hubbard, nor can there be -- it is an authoritarian, ideologically rigid and 
ultimately intellectually sterile philosophy. 

 

Study Tech reinforces Hubbard's demand that his idea not be re-interpreted, or 
even debated. He explicitly puts the emphasis on rote learning -- or 
"duplication" in Scientology jargon -- rather than critical interpretation: "A 
misunderstood word keeps a person from duplicating what the written 
materials actually say" (Hubbard, "Method 9 Word Clearing The Right Way," 
HCO Bulletin of 30 January 1973 revised 19 December 1979). 
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Hubbard considered it axiomatic that the source material -- in this case, his own 
writings -- was the only true and accurate source of information on Scientology. 
Indeed, he called himself "Source" to make just this point, in much the same 
way as authoritarian rulers often like to call themselves the Leader or the 
Commander, so as to emphasize their claim to be the only legitimate source of 
power. Critical or interpretrative material was worthless in his view and should 
be discarded. This dogma of "false data stripping" appears in the Basic Study 
Manual under a section labeled "False Data," where the book states: 

 

There is no field in all the society where false data is not rampant. "Experts," 
"advisers," "friends," "families," seldom go and look at the basic texts on 
subjects, even when these are known to exist, but indulge in all manner of 
interpretations and even outright lies to seem wise or expert. 

 

Where a subject, such as art, contains innumerable authorities and voluminous 
opinions you may find that any and all textbooks under that heading reek with 
false data. The validity of texts is an important factor in study. Therefore it is 
important that any Supervisor or teacher seeking to strip off false data must 
utilize basic workable texts. These are most often found to have been written 
by the original discoverer of the subject and when in doubt, avoid texts which 
are interpretations of somebody else's work. In short, choose only textual 
material which is closest to the basic facts of the subject and avoid those which 
embroider upon them. 

(Basic Study Manual, p. 256-8) 

 

"False data stripping" was Hubbard's way of telling Scientologists to disregard 
any sources of information of which he himself disapproved. The passage 
quoted above was his riposte to Scientology's critics, who very often include the 
concerned family and friends of Scientologists. In effect, he is saying, "Ignore 
these people -- they don't know anything about Scientology and they are 
probably lying anyway." Hubbard also used this doctrine to identify what he 
saw as more general sources of "false data," such as particular books, journals 
or authors. The original HCO Bulletin from which this passage of the Basic 
Study Manual originates goes on to say: 

 

It can happen, if you do False Data Stripping well and expertly without 
enforcing your own data on the person, that he can find a whole textbook false 
-- much to his amazement. In such a case, locate a more fundamental text on 
the subject. (Examples of false texts: Eastman Kodak; Lord Keynes' treatises on 
economics; John Dewey's texts on education; Sigmund Freud's texts on the 
mind; the texts derived from the "work" of Wundt (Leipzig 1879 -- Father of 
Modern Psychology); and (joke) a textbook on "Proper Conduct for Sheep" 
written by A. Wolf) ... 
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Man's texts and education systems are strewn with false data. These false data 
effectively block someone's understanding of the true data. The handling given 
in this HCOB/PL makes it possible to remove that block and enable people to 
learn data so they can apply it. 

(Hubbard, HCO Bulletin of 7 August 1979, "False Data Stripping") 

 

A strict Hubbardian line on "false data stripping" would cut a swathe through 
learning. Anything that contradicted the theories of L. Ron Hubbard, or was 
singled out by him for condemnation, would automatically be regarded as 
"false." This would include anything to do with psychiatry and psychology, 
much medical knowledge, anything to do with evolution ("man from mud 
theory" as Hubbard put it), cosmology, atomic physics, economics, educational 
methods, aspects of biology and so on. In short, it is very much like the sort of 
line that a conservative religious fundamentalist concerned with Biblical purity 
would take; creationists also try to get schools to engage in "false data 
stripping" by dropping or downplaying evolutionary theory.  

 

In denigrating the usefulness of derivative works, Hubbard overlooks or ignores 
the fact that knowledge does not simply appear from nowhere. There are 
surprisingly few completely original discoveries. Virtually every aspect of 
knowledge is developed over time by re-examining and building on the work of 
others. As Sir Isaac Newton, himself no slouch at discovery, once said, "If I have 
seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants." If Hubbard had been 
more self-reflective or honest he would have acknowledged that he too owed 
considerable debts to intellectual predecessors. The Study Tech, for instance, 
owes much to the ideas of Alfred Korzybyski. In the early days of Scientology, 
Hubbard credited him along with an eclectic variety of other sages. But by the 
time the contents of the Basic Study Manual were written, Hubbard had decided 
that Scientology was entirely the fruit of his own inspiration and owed nothing 
significant to anyone else. His hostility to critical analysis and development was 
a notable illustration of his authoritarian and dogmatic approach to knowledge. 

 

WORD CLEARING  

 

The remedy for misunderstood words is "word clearing". Study Skills for Life 
(pp. 66-74) includes a simplified treatment of word clearing, using a six-step 
procedure that begins with looking up the word in a dictionary and using each 
of its definitions in several example sentences. The student then reviews the 
derivation of the word, and studies any idioms associated with it. Finally he 
reviews any additional information provided in the dictionary, such as usage 
notes or synonyms.  
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The more comprehensive Basic Study Manual describes three separate 
techniques for "word clearing". They are called Method 3, Method 9, and 
Method 7, in that peculiar order.  

 

Method 3 Word Clearing is to be used when the student is showing a lack of 
enthusiasm, is yawning, doodling, daydreaming, or otherwise failing to make 
progress. The student is instructed to go back over the material he's been 
reading until he finds the misunderstood word.  

 

There is one always; there are no exceptions. It may be that the misunderstood 
word is two pages or more back, but it is always earlier in the text than where 
the student is now 

(Basic Study Manual, p. 155).  

 

The word is then looked up in a dictionary, and "cleared" by studying the 
definition, using the word in several sentences, reviewing the derivation, and so 
on. The Basic Study Manual admonishes (p. 159):  

 

Good Word Clearing is a system of backtracking. You have to look earlier than 
the point where the student became dull or confused and you'll find that 
there's a word that he doesn't understand somewhere before the trouble 
started. If he doesn't brighten up when the word is found and cleared, there will 
be a misunderstood word even before that one. 

 

No doubts about the effectiveness of Hubbard's methods are permitted. One 
must simply apply them until they work.  

 

In the second approach, Method 9 Word Clearing, the student reads aloud to a 
partner, the "word clearer", who watches for stumbling points. Any hesitation, 
mispronunciation, or fidgeting is taken as evidence of a misunderstood word. 
The word clearer must interrupt the student and get him to go back and find 
this word, which is then cleared by looking it up in a dictionary, verbally 
paraphrasing each of the definitions to the word clearer, and then using the 
word in several sentences. In an example given in the Basic Study Manual (pp. 
188-195), the student reads "The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy fence", 
but the last word was supposed to be "dog". The word clearer points out the 
error, and the student goes back and discovers that it is the word "lazy" that 
she does not understand. After reviewing the dictionary definition, she is able 
to read the sentence correctly. Later, the two persons switch roles, and when 
the former word clearer (now in the role of student) reads the same sentence, it 



100 
 

 

comes out "The quick brown fox jumpled..." This mispronunciation is caught 
and discovered to be due to a lack of understanding of the word "quick", so the 
dictionary is brought out again.  

 

It's hard to take these idiotic examples seriously, or imagine anyone wanting to 
subject themselves to such a tedious procedure every time they yawn or make a 
slip of the tongue. But this is what Scientology says one must do to overcome 
"the most important barrier to study". And this is what the Study Tech books 
teach. 

 

Method 7 Word Clearing is intended for "children, foreign language persons, or 
semiliterates" (Basic Study Manual, p. 199), and also involves reading aloud. The 
word clearer follows along in his own copy of the text, and checks for omitted 
or misread words, hesitations, or frowns. When one of these signs occurs, the 
word clearer identifies the misunderstood word and looks it up for the student 
in a dictionary, or simply explains it to him. Method 7 is intended to be used 
when the student lacks the ability to look up words for himself.  

 

The origin of this peculiar numbering system is revealed in the section of this 
essay entitled "Word Clearing as Religious Ritual". 

 

DEMO KITS AND THE CLAY TABLE  

 

All three Study Tech books also include sections on "demo kits" and "clay 
tables" as a means of "getting the mass" of the ideas the student is studying. A 
demo kit is a collection of odds and ends, such as rubber bands, paperclips, 
corks, pen tops, thumbtacks, erasers, etc. The student is supposed to "demo" a 
concept by choosing several objects, assigning them significance, and 
verbalizing or physically demonstrating the relationships between them.  

 

 In secular terminology we would call this "making a model". And while such 
activities are certainly beneficial at times, the authors of the Study Tech books 
seem to have no clue about when models are appropriate and when they're not. 
The example given in the Basic Study Manual shows a girl looking down at a 
random collection of objects on the table in front of her, including a key, a 
rubber band, and a paperclip. The accompanying thought bubble reads:  

 

The key represents the student and he is reading a page which is this rubber 
band, and he goes past a misunderstood word, shown by a paper clip. When he 
gets here to the bottom of the page, he will feel blank because of the 
misunderstood word he didn't look up. Right! That makes sense! 
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(Basic Study Manual, p. 140)  

 

If this is the best example they can come up with, then the utility of demo kits 
is a dubious proposition at best.  

 

  

The clay table is a more elaborate model-making practice, unique to 
Scientology. Once again, the instructions for this activity come directly from 
Scientology scripture, such as HCO Bulletin 11 October 1967, "Clay Table 
Training". Students construct a "clay demo" of a concept by modeling its 
components in clay and assigning a paper label to each. The instructor is 
supposed to be able to infer the concept by viewing the completed clay demo 
scene. An example given in the Study Tech books is a clay demo of a pencil: the 
labeled parts are a thin cylinder with a point on one end labeled "lead", another 
cylinder wapped around it labeled "wood", and a blob at the end opposite the 
point labeled "rubber".  

 

Students are cautioned to label each object as they make it, for a rather peculiar 
reason:  

 

This comes from the data that optimum learning requires an equal balance of 
mass and significance and that too much of one without the other can make the 
student feel bad. If a student makes all the masses of his demonstration at 
once, without labeling them, he is sitting there with all those significances 
stacking up in his mind instead of putting down each one (in the form of a 
label) as he goes. (Basic Study Manual. p. 144)  

 

The books go on to show how thoughts can be represented in clay. One makes a 
human figure (with a label saying "person"), and then makes a sort of clay lariat 
coming out of its head. The loop of the lariat lies on the table, and within the 
loop one puts a model of the thing being thought about. For example, a person 
thinking of a ball would be modeled as a human figure labeled "person", a lariat 
labeled "thought" coming out of its head, and a ball of clay labeled "ball" sitting 
within the loop of the lariat (Basic Study Manual, p. 145; Study Skills for Life, p. 
92).  

 

Clay table work is not only used to improve the student's understanding of 
ideas. Within Scientology, "clay table processing", using the same materials and 
notational conventions, is a type of auditing, or religious counseling. In HCO 
Bulletin 27 October 1989, "How to Do Clay Table Processing", Hubbard warns:  
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Clay Table Processing is an AUDITED action and is done per the rules of 
auditing and is always done with an auditor or student auditor or Supervisor 
standing right there running the process on the person. 

 

Whether religious or not, the use of a clay table is a clearly a simple-minded 
approach to understanding abstract concepts. Rather than promoting 
understanding, it seems much more likely that clay tables work -- assuming 
that they work at all -- as a visual memory aid. For instance, when discussing 
the composition of a water molecule, one could either describe it verbally as 
"two hydrogen atoms attached to one oxygen atom" or visually as two similarly-
colored blobs of Play-Doh stuck onto one differently-colored blob. Humans are 
naturally very visually-oriented creatures -- we had art long before we had 
writing -- so it is not surprising that we often find images easier to recall than 
words. That is fine if the only goal is the accurate recitation of rote-learned 
facts. This is, in fact, the only goal that Hubbard was interested in with his 
Scientology students. But it is useless in developing the critical skills that are so 
necessary in the non-Scientology world, and that Hubbard was so conspicuously 
uninterested in encouraging. 

 

2. STUDY TECH AND L. RON HUBBARD 

 

Applied Scholastics and its associated organizations are strangely tongue-tied 
about the man who invented Study Technology. L. Ron Hubbard is invariably 
described as an "author and humanitarian", with no mention that he was an 
author of pulp science fiction, and that his "humanitarian" work consisted of 
his 36 years as leader and guru of Dianetics and Scientology. Indeed, 
Scientology is not even mentioned on Applied Scholastics' website despite it 
being the defining feature of Hubbard's life. So what role did Hubbard really 
play in the development of the Study Tech books? And what qualified this 
college dropout to be an educator? 

 

a. WHO WROTE THE STUDY TECH BOOKS?  

 

A curious fact about the Study Tech books is that they list no author or editor. 
The covers all say "Based on the works of L. Ron Hubbard", and the copyright 
registration is held by the L. Ron Hubbard Library, the business alias of the 
Church of Scientology's corporate alter ego, the Church of Spiritual Technology. 
But while the copyright dates are 1992 (or in the case of the Basic Study 
Manual, 1990), Hubbard died in 1986. So who wrote these books?  

 

The decision to list no author or editor was made by Scientology's publisher, 
Bridge Publications, on the grounds that:  
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"Mr. Hubbard was the author of the ideas and the technology of study... As they 
are Mr. Hubbard's ideas and methodologies, and his alone, Bridge Publications 
assigned the credit where it is incontrovertibly due, to L. Ron Hubbard, the 
originator."  

(Scott D. Welch, Senior Vice President of Bridge Publications, in a letter to the 
editor of Education Week, published October 10, 1997) 

 

But why was no one credited for the work of putting Hubbard's ideas into 
textbook form? With a few minor exceptions very early in the Church's history, 
no one other than L. Ron Hubbard has ever received named authorship or 
editorial credit for any publication containing Scientology "technology". 
Scientology holds Hubbard to be the only source of approved knowledge. He is 
referred to as "Source" in the Church's publications. During Hubbard's lifetime, 
aides wrote many of his technical bulletins, but the faithful were told that the 
aides wrote only what Hubbard dictated, and that he approved every document 
before it was issued.  

 

Despite his death, the Church of Scientology continues to publish new Hubbard 
religious works, with the explanation that Hubbard left a huge body of 
unpublished material. A great deal of his output was reportedly dictated onto 
all manner of recording formats, and the Church has put an enormous amount 
of work into transcribing and conserving the original recordings. A senior 
Church committee periodically selects what it regards as key pieces of 
previously undiscovered "tech" and issues them as new bulletins. It is also 
engaged in a major process of "cleaning up" Hubbard's previous publications to 
remove what are claimed to be unwanted amendments sneaked in by members 
of his staff. The ostensible idea is to "purify" the scripture of Scientology and 
return it to a "Golden Age of Tech," using only that material which definitely 
originated with Hubbard. 

 

It is a "High Crime" in Scientology to alter any of Hubbard's writings. This 
explains why the Basic Study Manual has to list the three word clearing 
methods as numbers 3, 9, and 7. Renumbering these methods would be a 
fundamental alteration of "the tech", and would make the Basic Study Manual 
incompatible with Scientology scripture. But, curiously, although the overall 
scheme is still very much Hubbard's, the details have changed with varying 
levels of subtlety. Dissident Scientologists have identified many changes made 
to original Hubbard materials, including taped lectures, that indisputably were 
entirely the work of the man himself. This process of systematic alteration is 
apparent throughout Hubbard's works, not just those marketed as being part of 
Scientology proper. Despite the absolute prohibition on "simplifying" Hubbard's 
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works, this is exactly what has happened in the case of the Study Tech manuals 
and other related "social reform" publications. 

 

b. HUBBARD THE EDUCATOR 

 

Hubbard is promoted by Applied Scholastics and the Church of Scientology as a 
world-renowned educator and developer of education skills. Applied 
Scholastics' website provides a short biographical sketch of Hubbard's career in 
education. Another, more detailed, account is given in the Church of 
Scientology's official L. Ron Hubbard website under the heading of "Ron the 
Humanitarian - Education." The biography given in the manual of the "100% 
Proficiency Training Workshop," a course delivered by an offshoot of Applied 
Scholastics, is typical: 

 

His personal research projects comprise "major contributions to the prevention 
and cure of social ills such as drug addiction, crime, and illiteracy. His 
contributions in these areas have found widespread acceptance and use 
throughout the world in many sectors of society, including families, schools, 
businesses, governments and religious organisations... Although mainly known 
for his career as a writer, L Ron Hubbard was fully professional in many fields. 
His career as an educator spanned the globe and the decades from the 1920s to 
the 1980s. It spanned the lecture halls of Harvard University and the ships and 
crews he commanded and trained during WWII, as well as the expedition crews 
he led as a member of the Explorer's Club." His research "formed the basis of 
entirely new subjects in the fields of mental science and religious philosophy." 
He also recognised a collection of barriers to learning "apparently not 
previously recognised by educators, yet they proved to be the senior factors in 
all learning." 

(quoted in Magill magazine, June 2002) 

 

The reality, however, was somewhat different. He was a college dropout with no 
qualifications beyond a purchased degree from a notorious Los Angeles degree 
mill. Nor had he any experience of teaching children other than one month in a 
native school on Guam in 1927, when he was just 16 years old. None of this, of 
course, is mentioned in any official account of Hubbard's career as an educator. 
Remarkably, Applied Scholastics omits entirely any mention of the fact that he 
spent 30 years teaching Scientologists, or that Study Technology itself was 
invented to "educate" Scientologists.  

 

Since he died in 1986, unauthorized biographers have documented in 
considerable detail how Hubbard systematically falsified his life story to 
exaggerate his own achievements and make it appear that Scientology was the 
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culmination of a lifetime of effort (Atack, 1990; Miller, 1988; Owen, 1999). His 
teaching "career" was no exception to this rule. Applied Scholastics and 
Scientology both allude to how 

 

L. Ron Hubbard's concern for education began when he realized the "influence 
of a mislearned word on a life." At that time, he was teaching English in a 
school in Guam. 

(Applied Scholastics, "L. Ron Hubbard & Education") 

 

What none of the official accounts mention is that he taught at the school for 
just one month. According to contemporary accounts, he found it a challenge 
and "good experience" but one that he did not particularly want to repeat. His 
diary recorded his dislike of the natives of Guam, the Chamorros. He referred 
to them as "gooks" who were "really more or less savage at heart." He 
considered them more intelligent than the Filipinos, but felt that they had 
hardly been touched by civilization. They were far inferior to American 
youngsters. His diary gives only the briefest mention of his teaching "career," in 
the course of a paragraph discussing the remarkable effect that his flaming red 
hair had on the local people: 

 

Whenever I sat down outside a doorway, the children would gather around me 
with a very dumb and astonished look upon their faces. The real test came 
when I commenced a teacher's career. The Chamarroettes would not study, they 
would just look at my hair. 

(Hubbard, personal diary for June-July 1927) 

 

Hubbard's dissatisfaction with the Guamese natives made itself felt in other 
contemporary records. When he got back to his home town of Helena, Montana, 
the local newspaper interviewed him about his voyage to the Far East. He 
described his tour of the region, on which he had been accompanied by his 
parents, and mentioned his time in the Guamese school: 

 

"While with my parents in Guam I taught school for about a month. It was good 
experience and in my opinion an adventure. The natives were none too easy to 
handle and I would not care to continue as a teacher there." 

("Ronald Hubbard Tells of His Trip to Orient and Many Experiences", Helena 
newspaper, September 1927) 

 

According to Applied Scholastics and Scientology's accounts, Hubbard devised 
novel methods of teaching utterly foreign concepts to the natives: 

 



106 
 

 

"In order to convey the utterly foreign concept of a skyscraper, he tells of 
sketching nipa huts, one atop the other, until he had a sketch resembling the 
Woolworth Building." 

(L. Ron Hubbard, The Humanitarian - Education, p. 10) 

 

This is not mentioned anywhere in his diary and only appears in a Scientology 
lecture of January 15, 1957 entitled "Evil." It is highly probable that he invented 
the anecdote on the spot to dramatize the point that he was making. Hubbard 
did this sort of thing on many occasions, inadvertently setting his Scientologist 
biographers a hopeless task when it came to reconciling his multiple and often 
contradictory accounts of his own past. 

 

Hubbard's schooling was disrupted by his father's Naval service abroad and by 
his own impetuousness, when at the age of 17 he abandoned high school and 
travelled to his father's post at Guam without his parents' knowledge or 
consent. They reluctantly accepted his fait accompli, and what would have been 
Hubbard's twelfth grade was completed on Guam, taught by his mother. On 
returning to the United States he enrolled first at the Swavely Prep School, 
Manassas and then the Woodward School for Boys, an institution for difficult 
students and slow learners. He graduated at the age of 19, a year late. 

 

The next major step in Hubbard's education was his enrollment at George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. This was not a successful venture. 
At his father's prompting, he had signed onto a degree course in civil 
engineering, a subject in which he had little interest and less aptitude. His 
grades were correspondingly poor, averaging only a 'D'. The Church of 
Scientology claims that "From the outset, George Washington University failed 
to impress him"; it would be truer to turn the statement the other way round. 
Hubbard was placed on probation at the end of his first year for his poor 
results but suffered a further slippage in the second year. He did not return to 
GWU for his third year, apparently deciding that the degree was unattainable.  

 

Scientology and Applied Scholastics either do not mention his flunking at all, or 
else attribute it to an improbable and unsupported switch of attention to "the 
greater track of research towards Dianetics and Scientology." It is claimed that 
Hubbard's time at GWU was crucial in his development as an educator, as it was 
there that he supposedly learned of the damage being wrought by "Wundtian 
psychology" and embarked on the research that led to Scientology. The official 
Scientology account (in "L. Ron Hubbard, The Humanitarian") cites a claim by 
Hubbard concerning a visit to the GWU psychology department, headed by a Dr. 
Fred Moss. Again, though, there is no contemporary evidence of this. The 
account is based on yet another dubious anecdote related many years after the 
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fact, this time in a Scientology lecture entitled "Universes," delivered in Phoenix 
on April 6, 1954.  

 

In fact, Hubbard's problems at GWU appear to have been largely self-made. He 
had always had difficulties with mathematics, which was a real problem for a 
would-be civil engineer. But he did not bother to spend much time on academic 
matters at GWU. He instead spent much of his time trying to become a 
"barnstorming" glider pilot. Having established a glider club at GWU and got 
himself elected president, Hubbard soon qualified for a pilot's license. He gave 
a far higher priority to his gliding endeavors than to his coursework, routinely 
cutting classes if they got in the way of his "going up." In just two months in 
1930, he recorded 116 flights (Miller, p. 49). On top of that, he also wrote a 
steady stream of articles for the Sportsman Pilot journal and for GWU's own 
internal newspaper, which he edited. It is hardly surprising that his academic 
career suffered as a result.  

 

After he dropped out of university in 1932, Hubbard lived a hand-to-mouth 
existence as a modestly successful though financially troubled writer of pulp 
fiction stories. Some of his biographies claim that he lectured at GWU during 
this period. He did do this but only once, in 1934, having been invited by one of 
his old professors to give a talk on creative writing. 

 

Hubbard joined the U.S. Navy in 1941, a few months before Pearl Harbor, as a 
Lieutenant (junior grade). He had a remarkably error-strewn service, twice being 
removed from command, and spent most of the war ashore without once 
seeing action against the enemy (Owen, 1999). Nonetheless, Scientology and 
Applied Scholastics claim Hubbard's war service as another milestone in his 
development as an educator: 

 

"During the Second World War, he became involved in the direct instruction of 
military personnel as well as the redrafting of instructional materials." 

(Applied Scholastics, "L. Ron Hubbard & Education") 

 

This vague description of "direct instruction of military personnel" may be a 
reference to his overseeing the commissioning of the USS YP-422, a harbour 
patrol boat based in Boston, from which he was summarily removed after only 
two months in command. Or it may be a reference to his subsequent tour of 
duty at the Submarine Chaser Center in Florida, at which he was supposed to be 
undergoing training but ended up regaling fellow students with his (completely 
fictional) exploits aboard a destroyer fighting Nazi U-Boats in the North 
Atlantic. His shipmate Lt. Thomas Moulton recalled decades later that Hubbard 
was "used as something of an authority in the classroom" (Miller, p. 130). As for 
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his work on "instructional materials," that may refer to the two weeks' work 
that Hubbard did in 1941 for the Navy Hydrographic Office concerning the 
Sailing Directions for British Columbia, a coastline with which he was familiar 
following a private voyage the previous year. None of these episodes amounted 
to much at all in terms of Hubbard's own educational development.  

 

Scientology used to claim that Hubbard attended Princeton University. This 
claim, however, seems to have been abandoned in recent years after being 
exposed as false. He had attended the US Navy's School of Military Government 
on the Princeton campus in 1944. The school was, however, not part of 
Princeton University.  

 

  

Hubbard lecturing Scientologists in the late 1950s 

(Channel 4 Television, "Secret Lives - L. Ron Hubbard")  

Hubbard's "modern science of mental health," Dianetics, became an unexpected 
and lucrative success following its launch in June 1950. The delivery of 
education now suddenly became a serious issue for him. From 1950 through to 
the mid-1970s, much of his work on Dianetics and Scientology was imparted to 
his followers through lecturing, which he soon found to be a highly profitable 
activity. It was a perfect role for Hubbard. He was a natural and extremely 
fluent public speaker. At his peak in the 1960s, he was able to deliver two one-
hour lectures a day, five days a week, without notes and very often seemingly 
making them up as he went along. He recorded literally hundreds of lectures; 
today, they serve a crucial role in indoctrinating Scientologists, who know "Ron" 
chiefly as a voice on a tape. Many ex-Scientologists have commented on the 
impact that his "rich and jocular" dispensations of wisdom had on them (Atack, 
1992). 

 

Seemingly not content just to enjoy the near-worship of his followers, Hubbard 
also craved the respect of his peers. His lack of a degree became an 
embarassment to him during this period. In the 1950s he appended the title 
"C.E." to his name, despite never having actually qualified as a civil engineer. He 
also claimed to have been a "nuclear physicist" on the basis of having attended 
a class in "Atomic and Molecular Phenomena" during his civil engineering 
course. In 1953, he decided to bolster his academic credentials with a degree 
purchased for $20 from "Sequoia University," a notorious Californian degree 
mill run by a Los Angeles chiropodist named Joseph Hough. On 27 February, 
Hubbard sent a cable to his agent in Los Angeles: "PLEASE INFORM DR HOUGH 
PHD VERY ACCEPTABLE. PRIVATELY TO YOU. FOR GOSH SAKES EXPEDITE. 
WORK HERE UTTERLY DEPENDANT ON IT. CABLE REPLY. RON." The reply came 
through the following day: "PHD GRANTED. HOUGH'S AIRMAIL LETTER OF 
CONFIRMATION FOLLOWS. GOOD LUCK." (Miller, 1988) 
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Hubbard thereby acquired wholly bogus titles as a "Doctor of Divinity" and 
"Doctor of Scientology," and subsequently took to referring to himself as "Dr" 
Hubbard. But this too became an embarassment when the falsity of the degree 
was pointed out, prompting Hubbard to insist that "I was a Ph.D., Sequoia's 
University and therefore a perfectly valid doctor under the laws of the State of 
California" ("Doctor Title Abolished," HCO Policy Letter of 14 February 1966). 
The latter assertion was certainly untrue, as Sequoia was never accredited and 
was eventually forced to closed by the Californian authorities. In the end, 
Hubbard ostentatiously renounced the degree with an announcement in the 
personal column of The Times of London in March 1966. He declared that  

"having reviewed the damage being done in our society with nuclear physics 
and psychiatry by persons calling themselves "Doctor" [I] do hereby resign in 
protest my university degree as a Doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), anticipating an 
early public outcry against anyone called Doctor." 

(quoted in Miller, p. 335)  

 

If he intended this to have a moral effect on the professions that he chastised, 
it didn't work. The following day's Daily Mail pointed out, somewhat churlishly, 
that the "degree" had never been valid in the first place. 

 

c. HUBBARD AND CHILDREN 

 

  

Hubbard and his family circa 1960 

(Channel 4 Television, "Secret Lives - L. Ron Hubbard")  

As a teacher of Scientologists, Hubbard's educational efforts focused primarily 
on adults. But from the very earliest days of Dianetics and Scientology, he paid 
close attention to children. This was not least because he had five of his own. It 
has to be said that he was not a very successful father; of his five children, he 
disowned and disinherited two, and one committed suicide. His surviving 
children were brought up as Scientologists but never saw him again after he 
went into hiding in 1977. He was actually closest to the children of other 
Scientologists, who became his most loyal followers and confidantes. In a 
bizarre twist, these loyal Scientology children took control of their Church in a 
"palace coup" in the early 1980s, and continue to run the Church to this day. 

 

One curious aspect of Scientology's ideology is that children are not actually 
treated as children. Hubbard claimed that human beings are actually immortal 
spirits or "thetans," trillions of years old, housed in "meat bodies." An 



110 
 

 

individual's body might be ten years old or thirty, but the thetan - the person 
himself - would be entitled to equal treatment regardless of physical age.  

 

This underlies the similarity between the two versions of the Study Tech 
considered in this essay - that provided to children by Applied Scholastics and 
to adult drug addicts by Narconon. Both have identical texts, but the Applied 
Scholastics version features cartoons of children whereas the Narconon one 
shows adults - an obvious bid to make the first one child-friendly. The 
methodology in both versions is likewise identical. There is no obvious 
recognition of the fact that children are different from adults - that, for 
instance, their vocabulary and experience of language is smaller than that of 
adults. This reflected Hubbard's view that there was no real difference between 
the age groups. 

 

For the first 15 years of Scientology, children appear to have been present but 
largely stayed in the background. They were typically the offspring of local 
Scientologists who wanted their children to have a Scientology upbringing. At 
this stage, there were no Scientology-run schools - Hubbard's own children went 
to a non-Scientologist ("wog") school in East Grinstead in England. Children 
were encouraged to do Scientology courses as well as regular secular education, 
and the pages of the Scientology house magazine The Auditor featured an ever-
younger series of pre-teen children showing off their newly-acquired 
Scientology certificates. In his book Child Dianetics, Hubbard wrote: 

 

It is possible to process a child at any age level beyond the point when he 
learns to speak. However, no serious processing should be undertaken until the 
child is at least five. Extensive dianetic processing is not encouraged, except in 
very unusual circumstances, until the child is at least eight years of age. 

(Hubbard, Child Dianetics) 

 

Hubbard eventually took a more relaxed approach, subsequently advising 
Scientologists that they "may accept a child of any age for processing (except 
psychos as per present policy)" ("HGC and Academy Prices for Minors," HCO 
Policy Letter of 29 March 1960).  

 

His treatment of children took a much more sinister turn in the late 1960s. It 
was a very difficult time for Scientology, and for Hubbard personally: he had 
been expelled from Britain, convicted of fraud in France and added to the Nixon 
administration's infamous "enemies list." Hubbard stayed one step ahead of the 
law by buying his own small fleet of ships, aboard which he, his family and 
nearly four hundred loyal Scientologists spent the next nine years cruising the 
Mediterranean. The "Sea Org," as it was dubbed, was soon declared to be "the 
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most élite group on the planet." It became a very powerful faction within 
Scientology, due to its proximity to Hubbard and the unbridled fanaticism of its 
members. 

 

A number of those accompanying Hubbard were children - his own and those of 
crew members. Some were unaccompanied, their parents having quit 
Scientology or returned to shoreside Scientology organizations. Hubbard 
organized those children that he deemed most loyal into their own 
organization within the Sea Org - the "Cadet Org." This was constituted just like 
the Sea Org in miniature, with all the regular posts being held by children. At 
one time its Ethics Officer, responsible for discipline, was just eight years old. 
Hubbard went so far as to redefine the meaning of the word "children." A child, 
he declared, was "one who cannot handle an org or ship post." Any child who 
could handle such a post was no longer a child, but a Cadet.  

 

Scientology children were treated like their parents in another important 
respect - they were subjected to Hubbard's stringent regime of Scientology 
Ethics, including the occasionally sadistic punishments that Hubbard inflicted 
for infringements. Scientology-run schools continue to use Scientology Ethics as 
the basis for educational discipline. He even devised a "Children's Security 
Check" for use on children aged between six and twelve (those over twelve were 
considered to be adults) to identify any possible ethical infractions. The 
questions for this gruelling, hours-long interrogation included items like: 

 

"10. Have you ever refused to obey an order from someone you should obey? 

 

19. Do you have a secret? 

 

34. Who have you made guilty? 

 

71. Have you ever been a coward?" 

("Security Check Children," HCO Bulletin of 21 September 1961)  

 

Aboard his flagship Apollo, Hubbard's behavior had become increasingly erratic 
by the end of the 1960s. Drastic punishments, including being thrown 
overboard and being confined to the chain locker or bilges, eating out of a 
bucket, were arbitrarily inflicted on Hubbard's band of followers. Adults and 
children alike were brutalized. Some of the more thoughtful Scientologists were 
horrified by the vicious punishments meted out to young children on 
Hubbard's direct orders. Hana Eltringham, the captain of the Apollo, recalled 
what Hubbard did with a small boy who had chewed a telex: 
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"He put this 4½ year old little boy - Derek Greene - into the chain locker for two 
days and two nights. It's a closed metal container, it's wet, it's full of water and 
seaweed, it smells bad. But Derek was sitting up, on the chain, in this place, on 
his own, in the dark, for two days and two nights. He was not allowed to go to 
the potty. I mean he had to go in the chain locker on his own, soil himself. He 
was given food. And I never went near it, the chain locker while he was in there, 
but people heard him crying. That is sheer, total brutality. That is child abuse." 

(Hana Eltringham, interview on Secret Lives - L. Ron Hubbard, Channel 4 
Television, November 19, 1997) 

 

Children who pleased Hubbard received a different but perhaps no less sinister 
kind of treatment. He had already been using children to relay his verbal orders 
around the ship. Around 1970, he established an elite unit made up entirely of 
children, called the Commodore's Messenger Organization. Its members were 
almost all teenage girls dressed in tight blue uniforms and gold lanyards. They 
were trained to relay Hubbard's orders using his exact words and tone of voice; 
if he was bellowing abuse, they would go to the target of his ire and scream 
Hubbard's invective at them. They waited on Hubbard hand, foot and finger, 24 
hours a day. Organized into six-hour shifts, they would perform every 
imaginable personal service, no matter how menial. Two would accompany him 
when he walked on the deck, one carrying his cigarettes, the other an ashtray to 
catch the ash as it fell. They washed him and massaged him, helped him to 
dress and undress, mixed his drinks and arranged his clothes. Tanya Burden, 
then a fourteen-year-old Messenger, later recalled: 

 

"When he woke up he would yell "Messenger" and two of us would go into his 
room straight away. He would usually be lying in his bunk in his underwear 
with one arm outstretched, waiting for us to pull him up to a sitting position. 
While one of us put a robe round his shoulders, the other one would give him a 
cigarette, a Kool non-filter, light it and stand ready with an ashtray. I would run 
into the bathroom to make sure his toothbrush, soap and razor were all laid 
out in a set fashion and I prepared his bath, checked the shampoo, towel and 
the temperature of the water.  

 

'When he went into the bathroom we would lay out his clothes, powder his 
socks and shoes and fold everything ready to get him dressed. Everything had 
to be right because if it wasn't he would yell at us and we didn't want to upset 
him. The last thing we wanted to do was upset him. When he came out of the 
shower, he would be in his underwear. Two of us held his pants off the floor as 
he stepped into them. He didn't like his trouser legs to touch the floor, God 
forbid that should happen. We pulled up his pants and buckled his belt, 
although he zipped them. We put on his shirt, buttoned it up, put his Kools in 
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his shirt pocket, tied his cravat and combed his hair. All this time he'd be 
standing there watching us run around him. Then we'd follow him out on to the 
deck carrying anything he might need - cloak, hat, binoculars, ashtray, spare 
cigarettes, anything he could possibly think of wanting. We felt it was an honor 
and a privilege to do anything for him." 

(Tanya Burden, interview with Russell Miller, February 1986) 

 

The Messengers' physical proximity to Hubbard effectively gave them control of 
his communications, placing them in an extremely powerful position in a 
Church that was totally dominated by Hubbard. For his part, Hubbard came to 
see the Messengers as the only people that he could trust entirely, much to the 
distress of his family. In 1977, following the arrest of his wife on charges of 
conspiracy against the United States Government, Hubbard went into hiding 
and was never seen in public again.  

 

The Messengers now became his sole conduit to the rest of the world. Using 
their newly acquired power, they mounted a palace coup in 1980-81, removing 
from power (and often expelling from Scientology) most of the Church's 
leadership. The leader of the "revolutionaries" was a 21-year-old Messenger, 
David Miscavige. Under his authority, squads of teenage Scientologists fanned 
out across the world to take over Scientology organizations controlling 
thousands of staff and assets worth hundreds of millions of dollars. The 
Commodore's Messenger Organization thus became the top management 
organization in Scientology. Despite the extreme youth of some of its members, 
they acquired extraordinary power and responsibilities. A fairly typical example 
could be found in Britain, where a fourteen-year-old, Gulliver Smithers, was 
placed in charge of all other Scientology organizations in the country. He was 
not even the youngest CMO executive in Britain. 

 

The CMO was disbanded following Hubbard's death in 1986. By this time, and 
despite considerable turmoil within the Church, its members had gained a 
lockhold on Scientology's management. The CMO's former members continue 
to dominate the senior ranks of the Church and former Messenger David 
Miscavige remains the head of the Church of Scientology to this day. As a direct 
result of Hubbard's bizarre management style, Scientology had been taken over 
by its children. 

 

3. STUDY TECH AND SCIENTOLOGY DOCTRINE 

 

Study Tech is routinely claimed by its supporters to be wholly secular. Applied 
Scholastics' chief executive officer Bennetta Slaughter told the Associated Press 
in July 2003 that "we have no religious materials." Ian Lyons, the organization's 
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former President, told National Public radio in an August 1997 interview that 
"there's nothing religious, there's no Scientology in them." J. Gordon Melton, a 
University of California religion scholar and author of the Encyclopedia of 
American Religion, has reviewed Applied Scholastics' textbooks and judged 
them "purely secular." The State of California's textbook review committee 
agreed when it considered the issue in 1997: "There's no religion mentioned in 
those books. They don't say anything about Scientology." (St Louis Post 
Dispatch, March 21, 2002) 

 

However, a detailed examination of the Study Tech materials reveals a very 
different picture. It is certainly true that Study Tech does not mention the word 
"Scientology." But this is only because that word has systematically been 
removed from the Study Tech books. In every other respect, Study Tech is 
entirely derived from Scientology. Much of its training materials is taken 
directly from Scientology religious works, often word-for-word. Because the 
details of Scientology doctrine are not widely known and its works are not 
generally available, it can be hard for non-Scientologists to spot the 
connections. But even the most profoundly unversed reader can hardly fail to 
spot the similarities -- and direct matches -- when Scientology and Study Tech 
books are compared side-by-side. 

 

a. IS STUDY TECH SECULAR OR RELIGIOUS? 

 

When controversies have arisen concerning Study Tech, a common issue has 
been the degree to which Hubbard's educational methods are religious rather 
than secular. His supporters have often claimed that Study Tech is a "secular 
adaptation" of Hubbard's work. But this is clearly not the case. There is no 
indication from Hubbard's writings that he saw the Study Tech as anything 
other than an integral part of the Scientology belief system. Hubbard himself 
made this explicitly clear: 

 

The Tech of Study is new and is part of the Tech of Scientology. 

(Hubbard, "The Tech of Study," LRH Executive Directive 11 EU of 20 July 1974) 

 

In an earlier policy letter, he declared that "Study Tech is our primary bridge to 
Society" ("Ethics and Study Tech", HCO Policy Letter of 4 April 1972). It is 
closely identified with Scientology even on the official Study Technology web 
site. The Scientology influence is apparent throughout the Study Tech manuals. 
As is the case with course materials for Scientology's other "social reform" 
programs, Study Tech is riddled with Scientology jargon and religious 
doctrines. The lengthy glossary at the back of the Basic Study Manual includes 
many Scientology jargon terms and Hubbardian neologisms. Besides "mass", 
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"gradient", "misunderstood" (used as a noun), and "word clearing", other 
examples of Scientology-specific terms or usage found in the Basic Study 
Manual include "reelingness" (p. 37), "blow" (pp. 58, 97), "doingness" (p. 66), 
"reality factor" (p. 144), "senior data" (p. 260), and "cause" and "effect" (pp. 
273).. A similar set of terms can be found in Study Skills for Life, and in 
Learning How to Learn.  

 

The text itself uses a variety of Scientology doctrines. Non-Scientologist 
reviewers are often unversed in the details of Scientology doctrines, and do not 
have access to Scientology materials for comparative purposes, so the 
connections have often been missed. Nonetheless, if a reviewer knows what to 
look for, Scientology's doctrines are easily found and are visible in a virtually 
unaltered form. One good example concerns Study Tech's association of 
different physiological symptoms with violations of each of the three "barriers 
to study":  

 

Lack of mass causes one to feel squashed, bent, "spinny", dead, bored, or 
exasperated. In Learning How to Learn, additional symptoms listed include 
headaches (p. 64) and eyestrain (p. 66).  

   

Too steep a gradient causes a feeling of confusion or "reelingness".  

   

A misunderstood word causes one to feel blank, washed-out, or "not-there", or 
to suffer a sort of nervous hysteria. 

 

These symptoms are emphasized repeatedly throughout the books:  

 

What would you do if you and your brother were in your bedroom and he was 
explaining to you about the engine in your dad's car and you started to feel 
bored and your head started to ache? 

(Learning How to Learn, p. 73)  

 

[I]f a child were studying and felt sick and it was traced back to a lack of mass, 
the positive remedy would be to supply the mass -- the object itself or a 
reasonable substitute -- and the child's sickness could rapidly clear up. 

(Basic Study Manual, p. 35)  

 

But why should the mere act of reading or listening cause physiological 
reactions when a misunderstood word crops up? And why should a 
misunderstood word prompt a student to go on a vandalism spree, as the Basic 
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Study Manual depicts? The answers lie in a combination of two Scientology 
doctrines. The first is "ARC," short for Affinity-Reality-Communication. 
Collectively these form what Hubbard called the "components of 
understanding." Affinity can be described as one's degree of liking of a thing. 
Reality is one's level of acceptance of a thing (if it's true for you, it's true). 
Communication is one's ability to exchange ideas with others. Each element of 
the "ARC triangle" is dependent upon each of the other elements. If one of the 
elements is knocked out, the result is termed an "ARC break". 

 

An ARC break has negative consequences for the second of the two Scientology 
doctrines in question. The "Tone Scale" was Hubbard's attempt to assign precise 
rankings and numerical values to no fewer than 59 different emotional states 
(or "tones"). For instance, Enthusiasm is at 4.0, Resentment is at 1.3, Grief is at 
0.5 and Shame is at -0.2. Hubbard composed a highly detailed "Chart of Human 
Evaluation" purporting to show what behaviors would manifest themselves at a 
particular tone level. This includes the individual's likely physiological states. If 
an ARC break strikes, the claimed effect is said to be that a person is pushed 
"downtone" to a lower tone level. 

 

How is this supposed to work in practice? Imagine that a student encounters a 
misunderstood word but doesn't deal with it properly. The student's cannot 
comprehend the text, so is pushed "out of reality". This is an instant ARC break. 
The student slides down to a lower tone level -- let us suppose that he started 
at 4.0, Enthusiasm, and now ends up at 2.0, Antagonism. The Hubbard Chart of 
Human Evaluation tells us what to expect. According to Hubbard, the student 
will now be "capable of destructive and minor constructive action". He will be 
subject to physiological effects including "severe sporadic illnesses," or as the 
Basic Study Manual puts it, "various mental and physical conditions." He will be 
"antagonistic and destructive to self, others and environ," a trait illustrated by 
the Manual's depiction of an ARC-broken student vandalizing his school's 
restroom. He "nags and bluntly criticizes to demand compliance with wishes" 
which the Manual describes as the student's "various complaints, faultfinding 
and look-what-you-did-to-me." 

 

None of this is explained in the Study Tech manuals. It is, however, explained in 
some detail by Hubbard in the "Study Tapes" -- a series of lectures given in 
1964 on the subject of study and education, which are today part of the 
Scientology "Student Hat" course. The Study Tech is therefore put in its proper 
theological (or Scientological) context when studied as part of Scientology. This 
context is stripped out when the Study Tech is disseminated outside of 
Scientology, leaving a lot of loose ends and omitted explanations. No attempt is 
made to supply a non-Scientological explanation; the gaps in context remain 
unfilled even when highly visible. For instance, the fact that the Study Tech 
uses "word clearing" methods numbered 3, 7 and 9 begs the question of what 
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happened to the other methods. The question is never addressed by the Study 
Tech materials. 

 

The result is that the "secularized" version of the Study Tech is actually even 
less coherent than the Scientology version. The student is not encouraged to 
dwell on this problem. Word clearing ensures that the gaps will be papered over 
-- the concepts might not make any sense, or be explained in any way, but that 
is deemed to be of little concern. 

 

b. WHERE DOES STUDY TECH COME FROM? 

 

The contents of the Study Tech books are taken directly from Scientology 
scriptures published over a period of about twenty years between 
approximately 1960 and 1980. Not all of the material is reproduced in exactly 
the same form in the Scientology and Applied Scholastics versions. A number 
of significant changes have been made. Hubbard's rambling lectures have 
virtually been rewritten, although their underlying message remains the same. 
Some of the wording of original Scientology materials has been modified, 
presumably to make it more readable to a non-Scientologist audience. All 
mention of Scientology has systematically been removed, although some 
Scientology jargon still remains. But despite these modifications, much of the 
text remains close to the original Scientology versions in word or spirit. Each 
chapter of the Basic Study Manual is drawn from one or more original 
Scientology works, often retaining the same or an abbreviated version of the 
titles. 

 

A side-by-side comparison of extracts from seven of the Basic Study Manual's 
eight chapters illustrates the similarities: 

 

Scientology original Study Tech version 

"Studying : Introduction," lecture of 18 

June 1964 

"Why Study?" chapter 1 of Basic Study 

Manual, p. 14 

 "So some years ago I had 

incautiously and in a moment of 

weakness bought a course of 

photography. Of course, I’ve been at 

photography since I was a kid; a nice 

hobby, and I have a lot of fun with it, 

and so forth. And at one time or 

another, why, I’ve sold pictures and 

so on. It’s just one of these hobbyist 

 "I once took a correspondence course 

in photography, thinking that I might 

learn a few more tricks in the subject. 

I had been a rather successful 

photographer, having sold many of 

my photographs to magazines, and 

some of my work had even been 

published in geography books. 

However, once I started the course, I 
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things that you fool with. I’d 

probably classify as an advanced 

amateur; one time I classified as a 

pro, when I was in college. Used to 

make a lot of money, National 

Geographic and so forth. I think 

there’s some geography books around 

that still carry pictures of mine in 

them. ... So I took up this 

correspondence course in 

photography -- the New York 

Institute of Photography, one of the 

best -- and rolled up my sleeves, and 

found out I’d never gotten deeper 

than about the third lesson."  

only got as far as the third lesson 

when I found myself bogging down 

and putting it aside."  

 

"Barriers to Study," HCO Bulletin of 25 

June 1971 revised 25 November 1974  

"Barriers to Study," chapter 2 of Basic 

Study Manual, p. 24-32 

 "Education in the absence of the mass 

in which the technology will be 

involved is very hard on the student.  

It actually makes him feel squashed. 

Makes him feel bent, sort of spinny, 

sort of dead, bored, exasperated. 

If he is studying the doingness of 

something in which the mass is 

absent this will be the result. 

Photographs help and motion pictures 

would do pretty good as they are a 

sort of promise or hope of the mass 

but the printed page and the spoken 

word are not a substitute for a tractor 

if he’s studying about tractors. 

You have to understand this data in 

its purity -- and that is that educating 

a person in a mass that they don’t 

have and which isn’t available 

produces physiological reactions. 

That is what I am trying to teach you. 

 

 "Trying to educate someone without 

the mass that he is going to be 

involved with can make it very 

difficult for him. Imagine trying to 

learn how to run a tractor with no 

tractor to look at! 

 

Such an absence of mass can actually 

make a student feel squashed. It can 

make him feel bent, sort of spinny, 

sort of dead, bored and exasperated. 

 

If he is studying the doingness of 

something in which the mass is 

absent, this will be the result. 

 

If one is studying about tractors, the 

printed page and the spoken word are 

no substitute for having an actual 

tractor there. 

 

Photographs or motion pictures are 

helpful because they represent a 

promise or hope of the mass of a 

tractor. 
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It's just a fact." It is important to understand that 

educating a person in a mass that he 

does not have and which is not 

available can produce some 

nonoptimum physical reactions."  

 

 

"Simple Words," HCO Bulletin of 4 

September 1971 Issue III 

"Understanding Words," chapter 3 of 

Basic Study Manual, p. 79 

 "You might suppose at once that it is 

the BIG words or the technical words 

which are most misunderstood.  

This is NOT the case. 

On actual test, it was English simple 

words and NOT Dianetics and 

Scientology words which prevented 

understanding." 

 "You might suppose at once that it is 

the BIG words or the technical words 

which are most misunderstood.  

This is NOT the case. 

On actual test, it was English simple 

words and NOT technical words 

which prevented understanding." 

 

 

"Dictionaries", HCO Bulletin of 13 

February 1981 

"How to Use a Dictionary," chapter 4 of 

Basic Study Manual, p. 129 

 "Dictionaries are vital and important 

tools in studying or learning any 

subject. However, current dictionaries 

vary in accuracy and usefulness and 

many of these modern dictionaries 

are virtually useless and can actually 

confuse a person due to their false 

and omitted definitions and 

grammatical and other errors. So the 

dictionary that a student chooses to 

use is important and can actually 

make a difference in his success as a 

student. 

 

As dictionaries are such an important 

factor in the learning and application 

of Scientology (or any subject for that 

matter) I thought I had better 

recommend some dictionaries that 

 "Dictionaries are vital and important 

tools in studying or learning any 

subject. However, current dictionaries 

vary in accuracy and usefulness and 

many of these modern dictionaries 

are virtually useless and can actually 

confuse a person due to their false 

and omitted definitions and 

grammatical and other errors. So the 

dictionary that a student chooses to 

use is important and can actually 

make a difference in his success as a 

student.  

 

As dictionaries are such an important 

factor in the learning and application 

of any subject, a list of some 

dictionaries that have been found to 

be the best of those currently 
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have been found to be the best of 

those currently available."  

available is included here."  

 

 

"Clay Table Training," HCO Bulletin of 

11 October 1967; "Clay Table Work in 

Training", HCO Bulletin of 10 December 

1970R Issue I revised 10 February 1981  

"Demonstration," chapter 5 of Basic Study 

Manual, p. 142-44 

 "The student is given a word or 

auditing action or situation to 

demonstrate. He then does this in 

clay, labeling each part."  

 "The student is given a word or 

situation to demonstrate. He then 

does this in clay, labeling each part."  

 "Any part of the mind can be 

represented by a piece of clay and a 

label. The mass parts are done by 

clay, the significance or thought parts 

by label. A piece of clay and a label 

are usually both used for any part of 

the mind. A thin-edged ring of clay 

with a large hole in it is usually used 

to signify a pure significance."  

 "Any thought can be represented by a 

piece of clay and a label. The mass 

parts are done by clay, the 

significance or thought parts by label.  

A thin-edged ring of  

 

 

"Method 3 Word Clearing", HCO 

Bulletin of 7 October 1981  

"Word Clearing," chapter 6 of Basic 

Study Manual, p. 157-59 

 "The misunderstood word is looked 

up in a good dictionary and cleared 

per HCOB 23 Mar 78RA Word 

Clearing Series 59RA Clearing 

Words. 

 

Method 3 is tremendously effective 

when done as described herein. If it 

were done every time a student hit a 

bog or slow or every time a student 

became dull or his study stats 

dropped your students would 

gradually get faster and faster and 

brighter and brighter. Study stats 

 "The student looks up the word found 

in a dictionary and clears it per the 

steps of clearing a misunderstood 

word. 

 

Method 3 is tremendously effective 

when done as described herein. So 

get a good reality on it and become 

expert in its use."  
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would soar and the Academy [of 

Scientology] would turn out more and 

more auditors as well as other trained 

individuals the org could really be 

proud of. So get a good reality on it 

and become expert in its use. Use it to 

Keep Scientology Working."  

 

 

"Scientology Training Twin Checkouts", 

HCO Policy Letter of 26 August 1965 

"Coaching," chapter 7 of Basic Study 

Manual, p. 211 

 "In Scientology training we use a 

system called TWIN CHECKOUTS. 

Each student is assigned a "twin" to 

work with. The student studies his 

assigned material and is sometimes 

coached over the rough spots by his 

twin. When the student knows the 

material, he is then given a checkout 

by his twin."  

 "In coaching drills, two students work 

together, one acting as a trainer to 

help the other achieve the purpose of 

the drill. Once the first student has 

become competent on the action, he 

becomes the coach to help the other 

student through."  

 

 

These examples illustrate a very important point about the purpose of 
Hubbard's Study Tech. It was designed from the outset to teach Scientology to 
Scientologists. It was devised for religious purposes and taught in a religious 
context, and its adaptation to a secular environment has involved little more 
than taking off the Scientology labels. 

 

 

c. MENTAL MASS AND THE E-METER  

 

One of the most fundamental teachings of Scientology is that painful events are 
permanently recorded in our minds as mental image pictures, called "engrams", 
or "mental mass". This includes not just the pain associated with physical 
injury, but also simple discomfort, or unpleasant emotions such as fear, 
confusion, or embarrassment. Hubbard constructed an elaborate pseudo-
science around the idea of mental mass. According to Scientology doctrine, 
focusing attention on a mental image picture causes its mass to increase. And:  
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"... mental mass is mass. There's no doubt about that. It has weight. Very tiny, 
but it has weight. And it actually has size and shape." (Hubbard, 1982, p. 106.)  

 

"... an increase of as much as thirty pounds, actually measured on scales, has 
been added to, and subtracted from, a body by creating `mental energy'." 
(Hubbard, 1982, p. 50.)  

 

The elimination of mental mass is the central ritual -- and the largest source of 
income -- of the Church of Scientology. It is accomplished by replaying the 
mental image pictures until the "charge" (or mass) associated with them blows 
off. Scientologists believe that the mass of an engram can be measured 
electronically, using their E-meter device, short for "electropsychometer".  

 

  

The E-meter measures skin resistance in much the same way as a police lie 
detector. Scientology auditing (counseling) sessions use the E-meter to help the 
subject "locate" and "erase" their mental mass, supposedly thereby freeing them 
from the emotionally and physically harmful effects of their bad memories 
(Cooper, 1971, ch. 18). The E-meter can detect when engrams are discharged -- 
according to Hubbard -- because the body's electrical resistance decreases as 
mental mass is eliminated. More information on the E-meter can be found at 
the "Secrets of the E-Meter" web site (Touretzky, 2000).  

 

Scientology has a history of making unsubstantiated claims about the power of 
E-meter auditing to cure disease. On January 4, 1963, the US Food & Drug 
Administration raided the Washington, D.C. headquarters of the Church of 
Scientology and seized more than one hundred E-meters as illegal medical 
devices. This was as a direct result of fraudulent claims that Hubbard had been 
making about the machine (Atack, 1990, pt. 3, ch. 7; Miller, 1989, ch. 15, pp. 
246-248.). The subsequent legal battle over the raid led eventually to a 
settlement under whose terms E-meters were required to bear a printed 
disclaimer. The disclaimer found on current models begins: "By itself, this 
meter does nothing. It is solely for the guide of Ministers of the Church in 
Confessionals and pastoral counseling. The Electrometer is not medically or 
scientifically capable of improving the health or bodily function of anyone..."  

 

The latest model of the E-meter, known as the Hubbard Professional Mark 
Super VII Quantum, was unveiled in 1996. The Church of Scientology charges 
its members more than $4,600 for it (as of 2003), although the cost of the 
components is at most a few hundred dollars.  
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d. WORD CLEARING AS RELIGIOUS RITUAL 

 

Scientologists believe that unpleasant feelings and traumatic past experiences 
are recorded as engrams. Therefore, they are detectable by the E-meter. And 
this brings us to the word clearing methods that were omitted from the Basic 
Study Manual. The nine methods are set out in HCO Bulletin of 1 July 1971R, 
revised 11 January 1989, "The Different Types of Word Clearing". Methods 1, 2, 
4, and 5 involve use of the E-Meter, the device intended "for religious use by 
students and Ministers of the Church of Scientology only" (another quote from 
the disclaimer attached to the Mark Super VII). Joe Harrington, who was active 
in Scientology from 1966 to 1990 and has studied the highest levels of its 
scripture, wrote in 1997 that:  

 

"The e-meter is extensively used in the "study tech" setting. Students are 
periodically subjected to questioning on the meter to ascertain if they have any 
disagreements or misunderstood words they have not looked up. Students who 
refuse to submit to meter checking are routed to ethics, or required to write 
confessions of all their transgressions while they were being a student." 

(From a posting to alt.religion.scientology, cited earlier.) 

 

In Method 1 Word Clearing, the "auditor" goes through a long list of subjects 
while the student listens. The auditor notes those subjects that cause "reads" 
(abnormal needle movements on the meter, indicating mental mass.) Afterward, 
the auditor goes back and, for each noted subject, finds a chain of earlier words 
or earlier subjects, considering each in turn to see what problems the student 
may have with them. Reviewing these problems is supposed to release the 
"charge", meaning that the mental mass evaporates.  

 

According to Scientology, when we die and are reincarnated, we take our 
accumulated mental image pictures along with us. This can include mental 
image pictures of the discomfort caused by misunderstood words:  

 

"If it didn't clear up at once he would send them back to get them to look up 
the word and use it in a couple of sentences. Then if THAT didn't clear it up 
he'd send them to the Word Clearer and really let them get worked over, 
because it goes way back. They even found a student who had a misunderstood 
word clear back into his last life." (HCO Bulletin of 25 June 1971, revised 11 
January 1989, "Supervisor Two-Way Comm and the Misunderstood Word")  
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Method 2 word clearing is used to clear words in specific materials. The student 
reads the material to himself while holding the E-meter electrodes. The auditor 
monitors the E-meter, and misunderstood words are detected by meter 
readings.  

 

Method 4 is used by "cramming officers" to search for misunderstood words. 
(Cramming is Scientology's term for remedial instruction ordered when a 
student shows lack of mastery of previously studied material. As the name 
indicates, it is essentially a rote learning task.) The cramming officer reviews 
the material with the student and uses the E-meter to "fish" for 
misunderstoods.  

 

In Method 5, the word clearer feeds words to the student one at a time and asks 
for their definitions. Those the student cannot define are looked up in the 
appropriate dictionary. (A Scientology dictionary is used for Scientology terms.) 
This may be done with or without the E-meter. Method 5 is the method used to 
clear words used as auditing commands in Scientology counseling sessions.  

 

Method 6 is called Key Word Clearing, because it focuses on the key terms 
associated with a specific post (i.e., a job, either within the Scientology 
organization or in the secular world), or a specific subject. The word clearer 
makes a list of these terms in advance, and then asks the student to provide a 
definition for each one. It does not use the E-Meter. 

 

Method 8, which appears to no longer be in use, was supposed to produce 
something called "superliteracy". Students must make an alphabetical list of 
every word in a piece of material to be studied. They then look up the definition 
of each of these words. This was claimed to give complete mastery of the 
material, but, unsurprisingly, it never lived up to Hubbard's promise.  

 

It should be evident by now that word clearing with or without an E-meter is a 
prominent part of the Scientology religion. The Study Tech books discuss only 
three methods, and make no mention of the E-meter, in an effort to hide the 
essentially religious nature of the practice. But a secular version of the E-meter, 
called a "Learning Accelerator", is reported to have been used in at least one 
supposedly non-denominational private school controlled by Applied 
Scholastics, with wider release planned once Study Tech gains a foothold in the 
public schools. 

 

e. STUDY TECH'S PLACE IN SCIENTOLOGY DOCTRINE 
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Educational matters have played an important part in Scientology doctrine for 
many years, even before Study Tech was formulated in the 1960s-70s. The issue 
of education dovetailed neatly with Hubbard's persistent aim of improving the 
functioning of the human mind. The original Dianetics, way back in 1950, was 
claimed to improve the subject's memory, analytical ability and IQ (which 
would "go up like a skyrocket"). Dianetics was supposed to be a set of universal 
principles which would be applicable in every walk of life and every situation. It 
was hardly surprising that Hubbard identified flaws in what he called "the 
faulty educational system currently employed" -- flaws which, naturally, 
Dianetics could correct. 

 

When Hubbard relaunched the secularly-oriented Dianetics as the spiritually-
oriented Scientology in 1952, he added educational matters to his increasingly 
complex cosmology. Scientology was originally quite open about its core beliefs, 
but has over the years become increasingly secretive. These days, only trusted 
high-level Scientologists are allowed to learn the secret "advanced technology" 
of Scientology. Fortunately for the rest of us, enough information has leaked to 
allow us to learn something of Scientology's most fundamental beliefs, in which 
the issues of education and Study Tech play an important part. 

 

Low-ranking Scientologists are taught to detest the conventional educational 
system because of its embrace of psychiatry and psychology (a topic discussed 
in detail in the next section of this essay). High-rankers are given a different 
and somewhat bizarre reason to prefer Hubbard's methods: non-Scientologist 
education has been heavily influenced by malevolent extraterrestrial forces. At 
its heart, Scientology is a 1950s-style UFO religion. Its high-ranking followers 
are taught the secret history of the universe as Hubbard saw it, involving 
extraterrestrial "Invader Forces," "implant stations," "zap guns," galactic empires 
and interstellar genocides. According to Hubbard, we are all immortal spirits or 
"thetans" trapped inside "meat bodies." At various times over the "trillenia," 
jealous corporeal beings have captured and abused thetans, brainwashing them 
and dumping them onto the prison planet Teegeeack -- otherwise known as 
Earth.  

 

This brainwashing has been accomplished through the means of "implant 
stations" located in places like Mars, Venus, the Pyrenees mountains and so on. 
They supposedly implant a series of hallucinations or "engrams" in thetans in 
order to condition and control them. Scientology is, naturally, the means by 
which this conditioning can be broken. Much of our daily behaviour is the 
direct result (or "dramatization") of the implanted conditioning. The present 
educational system is one of the products of the extraterrestrial brainwashing 
campaign. 
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Hubbard explained these theories in an increasingly bizarre series of works 
issued during the 1950s. In 1952 he wrote a famously incoherent book, A 
History of Man, with the ostensible aim of describing each of the implants and 
"key incidents" encountered by thetans over the years. He told his followers 
that education was the manifestation of two separate implants, "The Obsession" 
and "The Education": 

 

THE OBSESSION: This incident is the incident which gives one the feeling he 
HAS to have facsimiles in order to know. Actually one doesn't need facsimiles. 
One thinks in concepts, approximations, pervasions. A fine control trick is to 
make one think he has to have facsimiles. This aberrates him and makes him 
easy to handle. Educational systems are locks on this. The incident is an 
electronic incident, very strong, and sometimes includes a great many source 
points of energy directed against one's back.  

 

THE EDUCATION: After all these [other implants], the thetan was given a 
complete education. This was of a hypnotic, stimulus-response variety. It was 
the type of education which makes a file card system out of a thinking being. It 
is dramatized today in universities as it requires no skilled instruction. 

(Hubbard, A History of Man, 1952) 

 

Even more bizarrely, Hubbard claimed that the very appearance of the written 
word was a "dramatization" of an ancient implant. The following passage is so 
peculiar that it is hard to know what to make of it, except perhaps to ask what 
recreational substance Hubbard was taking on the day that he wrote it: 

 

[T]he entire field of learning is today dramatizing the significance of blackness. 

 

The jest is terrible, when one realizes how he has been betrayed by education. 
Print is in black, the page is white. In order to read, one has to put forth an 
effort to suppress the whiteness of the page. This keys in gradually the 
suppression of the brightness of an explosion, a thing which is automatic, and 
which is succeeded by darkness. The black letters apparently contain 
knowledge - and actually often do - but they lead the poor student deeper and 
deeper into "What is the significance?" And the more he studies, the less he 
knows, until he is left at length in a complete mystery of darkness.  

 

Further, in that the scholar is seeking more knowledge, and in that the 
knowledge is written in blackness, the scholar is led to suppress the whiteness 
of the page consistently until he is suppressing all whitenesses. This makes him 
suppress the whiteness on the cycle of an explosion and thus moves him on the 
time track past the peak of youth long before his time. The continuous 
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suppression of whiteness retards the metabolism of the body and reduces 
energy. Educators uniformly dramatize the cycle of the explosion, of course, for 
their field is thought, and the first thought consists of energy particles not of 
concepts ... 

 

And, mentioning education brings one to the most terrible thing which can 
happen to the thetan. This is to have a guarantee of no explosions. Once the 
thetan cannot have, either by manufacture or acquirement, explosions or 
facsimiles of explosions, he is finished. Prison is so terrible merely because it 
denies the thetan explosions. The interim after death is terrible to the thetan 
because it is without explosions. Education as done on the public school system 
guarantees long periods in cubicles which contain no explosions; and education 
free from the printed page for long years in cube space is easily the most 
destructive and effective method of destroying the vitality of a race and the 
initiative and energy of those who should be its leaders and is, to say the least, 
rather typical of the MEST [physical] universe. 

(Hubbard, "The Cycle of Action of an Explosion," Professional Auditor's Bulletin 
No. 12, October 1953) 

 

Educational matters feature in other aspects of Scientology's esoteric teachings. 
According to Hubbard, 75 million years ago a terrible genocide was carried out 
by an interstellar ruler named Xenu, who brought the spirits (or "thetans") of 
the victims to Earth, where they were dumped into volcanic craters. They attach 
themselves invisibly in huge numbers to our bodies, acting as spiritual 
parasites. These "body thetans," or BTs as Hubbard dubbed them, suffer from 
educational difficulties which can be identified in the course of a kind of 
exorcism procedure using the E-Meter. He informed Scientologists: 

 

I have discovered that BTs can have misunderstood words too!  

 

The body's ear might hear one thing and the BT might hear something else 
entirely, direct. This results in Mis-U sounds and oral words. The BTs don't 
know what the person is saying, nor do they know what is being said to the 
person, due to these Mis-Us. ... 

 

BTs can get Mis-Us from reading matter, foreign languages, and I have found 
BTs that don't speak English. There is also a basic consideration that the Dead 
would not understand anything anyway. 

(Hubbard, "BTs with Misunderstood Words," HCO Bulletin of 22 February 1979, 
NOTs Series 46)  
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BTs are dealt with through procedures outlined in a series of highly 
confidential Scientology documents collectively called New Era Dianetics for 
Operating Thetans (NOTs for short). Very few Scientologists achieve a 
sufficiently high level of clearance to undertake the NOTs course, so knowledge 
of the NOTs doctrines is not widely shared within the Church of Scientology. 
Because Church spokespeople are trained to not disclose information to those 
deemed insufficiently spiritually advanced, they usually decline to make any 
comment on the contents of the NOTs documents. However, leaked copies have 
been posted on the Internet on a number of occasions; the document on BTs 
with Misunderstood Words may be found at w4u.eexi.gr/~antbos/ned7.htm. 

 

The NOTs procedures require the subject to make telepathic contact with the 
BTs and communicate with them, while monitoring the results. The aim is to 
"handle" their individual problems and so persuade them to go away. In the 
case of BTs with misunderstood words, they need to be contacted 
"conceptually" (with images rather than words). According to Hubbard,  

 

This discovery shows the importance of clearing words used in auditing 
questions and commands, and the importance of clearing Mis-U words in 
general. And of course the fact that these Mis-Us may be a BT's Mis-Us rather 
than the person's own Mis-Us, will dispel any mystery about why one can run 
into Mis-U word phenomena when one knows the word himself. 

(Hubbard, "BTs with Misunderstood Words," HCO Bulletin of 22 February 1979, 
NOTs Series 46) 

 

f. STUDY TECH VERSUS PSYCHIATRY 

 

In public, Applied Scholastics claims to be interested only in education and 
motivated solely by a humanitarian desire to combat illiteracy. In private, 
however, the Church of Scientology paints a very different picture. Applied 
Scholastics is routinely portrayed as being a vital agent for Scientology's 
expansion, and Study Tech as being a weapon against the forces of 
"suppression" responsible for the "destruction" of secular education. Much of 
the funding for Applied Scholastics comes from the International Association 
of Scientologists (IAS), which explains its interest in its journal Impact: 

 

"By sponsoring generation plants of LRH [L. Ron Hubbard] social betterment 
technology on a global scale, such as Narconon Arrowhead, the Applied 
Scholastics International Spanish Lake Campus [in St. Louis, MO] and The Way 
to Happiness Foundation International, the decline of current society is being 
arrested so that it is possible for the peoples of earth to walk onto and up The 
Bridge [to Scientology]. 
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The Applied Scholastics Spanish Lake Campus, whose purchase and 
establishment were made possible by grants from the US IAS Members' Trust, is 
the answer to handling the worldwide illiteracy problem. The need for it has 
never been greater. As Bennetta [Slaughter, CEO of Applied Scholastics 
International] pointed out, Ritalin use in US schools has soared over the last 10 
years from 900,000 to almost 5 million users - most between five and twelve 
years of age. And while 38 billion dollars have been spent on education in the 
US alone, literacy rates are plummeting with 20% of American adults 
functionally illiterate, thereby finding even such basic actions as balancing 
checkbooks and filling out forms difficult tasks. 

 

The only answer is to get LRH study technology implemented on a massive 
scale, and that will be the role of the Spanish Lake Campus which is moving 
rapidly toward its opening, thanks to support from the membership. 

(Impact magazine, issue #104, July 2003) 

 

The Church of Scientology views the activities of Applied Scholastics as one 
strand in an ambitious program of "planetary salvage." In Scientology's view, 
the world is in a catastrophic state. It is a point illustrated by the opening pages 
of the Scientology Handbook, a huge volume setting out the basics of 
Scientology "technology" including Study Tech. Various social ills are 
highlighted: community breakdown, falling marriage rates, environmental 
degradation, drug abuse, violence, failing schools and so on. Something, the 
Handbook says, has caused a change in human behavior over the past century. 
That something is psychiatry (blamed on the 19th century German professor 
Wilhelm Wundt) combined with "materialism" (blamed on Charles Darwin). The 
consequences for education have been disastrous: 

 

In our educational systems, Wundtian-based psychological and psychiatric 
theories have left a legacy of spiraling illiteracy. With the broad introduction of 
psychiatric mental health programs into the US school system in 1963, 
Scholastic Aptitude Test scores declined nationwide for sixteen straight years 
and have leveled off in a much lower range. While illiteracy has always been 
with us, it has generally been because of lack of schooling. These figures have 
worsened in spite of the availability of schooling for everyone. 

(The Scientology Handbook, foreword) 

 

The point is made in more detail by another Scientology "social reform" 
organization, the Citizen's Commission on Human Rights, which campaigns 
against psychiatry. It has published a booklet on the subject entitled Psychiatry 
- Education's Ruin, one of a number of lurid publications attacking psychiatry. 



130 
 

 

The booklet purports to show "how the education system has been infiltrated, 
subverted and brought to the brink of collapse" by psychiatrists. A hidden 
conspiracy of psychiatrists has apparently determined to undertake 
"controlling human nature and changing it to the advantage of the common 
weal" as defined by psychiatry (p.6). Teachers have "shed their trademark role 
and become psychiatric agents" (p.10). State funding of psychiatrists has 
increased massively in the US and elsewhere, leading to an explosion of social 
problems: "there is hardly a country in the world today not faced with increased 
drug use and suicide among youth and that, coincidentally, does have an 
increasing number of child psychiatrists and psychologists spreading 
propaganda that conditions are so bad our children are 'at risk' and 'need help'" 
(p.11). 

 

Psychiatry was L. Ron Hubbard's pet hate, to such an extent that its destruction 
became one of his life's main obsessions. The reasons for his antipathy are 
somewhat complex and not at all clear, but seem to have arisen from a 
combination of psychiatric opposition to Scientology's activities and Hubbard's 
own mental problems. This virulent hatred of psychiatry permeates virtually 
every aspect of his work, even including his science fiction works. It is also 
manifested in the Study Tech manuals. In the middle of a discussion of 
misunderstood words in the Basic Study Manual, Hubbard suddenly introduces 
a paragraph denouncing psychology (a term which he frequently, inaccurately, 
uses interchangeably with psychiatry): 

 

The subject of psychology began its texts by saying they [sic] did not know 
what the word means. So the subject itself never arrived. Professor Wundt of 
Leipzig University in 1879 perverted the term. It really means just a study 
(ology) of the soul (psyche). But Wundt, working under the eye of Bismarck the 
greatest of German military fascists, at the height of German war ambitions, 
had to deny man had a soul. So there went the whole subject! Men were 
thereafter animals (it is all right to kill animals) and man had no soul, so the 
word psychology could no longer be defined. 

(Basic Study Manual, pp. 79-80)  

 

The very existence of schools run on Hubbardian principles owes much to his 
hatred of psychiatry. Scientologists are all but required to share his antipathy 
and are constantly urged by their Church to resist the "psychiatric system." 
Education is at the center of the battlefield, with secular schools often being 
denigrated as being agents of "the enemy." Hubbard himself told his followers 
in a 1964 lecture: "The whole educational system, as I see it, of total duress, 
total squash on the individual, in view of the fact that it's a system that's full of 
lies, I think it's about the most destructive thing you could have around at all." 
In a very similar vein, the Los Angeles Times cited a late-1980s recruitment 
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pamphlet for Scientology schools which warned against state education, asking: 
"If you turn your kids over to the enemy all day for 12 to 15 years, which side 
do you think they will come out on?" New Mexico's Mojave Academy, a 
Scientology school which somehow fails to mention the word Scientology in its 
online prospectus, uses exactly the same language. The school's principal, Joke 
Reeder, takes an even harder line than Applied Scholastics: only a school run 
entirely on Hubbard's doctrines will do. Her open letter to parents gives a flavor 
of how fundamentalist Scientologists view non-Scientology education: 

 

You can't just take the enemy's school system, give it a light coat of study tech 
and think you're applying the L. Ron Hubbard philosophy on education. 

 

Quite often a parent will give me a pretty grim picture of what his kid is into 
and in the same breath say: "Charley's doing okay in school, he got an 'A' in 
Math." 

 

At that point I chill to the bone, for I know the boys who gave Charley that "A" 
and I know what it stands for: "Charley is progressing toward death at an 
acceptable rate." We see all indications of his imminent demise and we are 
pleased." 

 

The enemy system is hypnotizing your child and making him stupid. 

 

No, I'm not being harsh. I'm not being harsh enough! 

 

For too many years the victims of this system have been brought to my office 
by shocked parents; their lives suddenly disrupted emotionally, legally, 
financially as they must now face what it will take to put Charley back together 
again. 

 

The parents as you can imagine, are crushed. They see their cause now. It 
wasn't Charley who betrayed them. It was they who betrayed Charley by 
sending him into the enemy camps unprepared to deal with the suppressives' 
system. 

(Joke Reeder, founder of Mojave Academy, NM, "Letter to parents" - 
http://www.mojaveacademy.com/founder.html) 

 

Scientologists themselves like to claim that only schools run on Scientology 
principles can provide a "safe environment" well away from "psych drug 
pushers." But Hubbard was not content merely with removing Scientologist 
children from the "enturbulative" influence of psychiatrists. By the end of the 
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1960s, he had committed Scientology totally to achieving the physical 
obliteration of psychiatry. He publicly declared war on psychiatrists, claiming 
that they had taken over all branches of the state (including the educational 
system): 

 

You may not realize it staff member but there is only one small group that has 
hammered Dianetics and Scientology for 18 years. 

 

Last year we isolated a dozen men at the top. This year we found the 
organization these used and all its connections over the world. 

 

They are as red as paint. Their former president was a card carrying 
Communist and they have four on their Board of Directors. Yet they reach into 
International Finance, Health Ministries, Schools, the press. They even control 
immigration in many lands. 

 

Psychiatry and "Mental Health" was chosen as a vehicle to undermine and 
destroy the West! And we stood in their way ... 

 

They have infiltrated boards of education, the armed services, even the 
churches. 

(Hubbard, "The War," LRH Executive Directive 55 INT of 29 November 1968)  

 

Psychiatry's responsibility for educational decline was a theory that Hubbard 
returned to many times thereafter, with an increasing degree of stridency as the 
years passed. In 1971, for instance, he told Scientologists: 

 

Education has fallen under the control of one-worlders, is less and less real. 
Data taught is being taught less well. Less data is being taught. School and 
college unrest reflect this. Confirmation is the deteriorated basic education 
found in teenagers such as writing. Older technologies are being lost in modern 
rewrites. THIS THIRD DYNAMIC [social] PSYCHOSIS IS A COVERT REFUSAL TO 
TRAIN. 

(Hubbard, "Org Management Program No. 2," LRH Executive Directive 123 INT of 
4 September 1970) 

 

By the 1980s, Hubbard's hatred of psychiatry had clearly developed into a 
psychotic obsession. Scientologists were alarmed to discover that psychiatrists 
were now deemed responsible for "pain and sex", as well as educational and 
social problems: 
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They say poverty makes crime. They say if one improved education there would 
be less crime. They say if one cured the lot of the underprivileged one would 
have solved crime. 

 

All these "remedies" have proven blatantly false. 

 

In very poor countries there is little crime. The "improving" education, it was 
tailored to "social reform," not teaching skills. And it is a total failure. The fact 
that rewarding the underprivileged has simply wrecked schools and 
neighborhoods and cost billions is missing. 

 

So who is "they"? The psychologist and psychiatrist, of course. These were their 
crackpot remedies for crime. And it's wrecked a civilization. 

 

There's only one remedy for crime - get rid of the psychs! They are causing it! 
Ah yes, it's true on cases and cases of research on criminals. And what's it all 
go back to? The psychs! 

(Hubbard, "The Cause of Crime," HCO Bulletin of 6 May 1982) 

 

Hubbard was, if anything, even more rabid in private. He told his aides that the 
Scientology goal of "clearing the planet" (making Scientology universal) was 
henceforth to be subordinated to the goal of destroying psychiatry: 

 

Our war has been forced to become 'To take over absolutely the field of mental 
healing in all forms.' 

 

That was not the original purpose. The original purpose was to clear Earth. The 
battles suffered developed the data that we had an enemy [i.e. psychiatry] who 
would have to be gotten out of the way and this meant we were at war. ... 

 

Our total victory will come when we run his organizations, perform his 
functions and obtain his financing and appropriations. 

(Hubbard, "Intelligence Actions - Covert Intelligence - Data Collection," 
confidential memo of 2 December 1969) 

 

The establishment of Scientology's "social betterment" organizations - Applied 
Scholastics, Narconon and Criminon as well as a variety of others - followed on 
the heels of Hubbard's confidential declaration. This was very likely not a 
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coincidence. All three organizations are heavily involved in areas that are 
greatly influenced by psychiatry and psychology - education, drug rehabilitation 
and criminal rehabilitation. Significantly, there is no place for any aspect of 
psychiatry or psychology in any program run by any of the three organizations. 
All three share, and have publicly expressed, Hubbard's hostility to psychiatry 
and psychology. And of course, if money is being spent on a Hubbardian 
program, then that money will be lost to psychiatry or psychology. This helps 
to meet Hubbard's goal of Scientology "perform[ing] [the psychiatrist's] 
functions and obtain[ing] his financing and appropriations."  

 

g. STUDY TECH AND EDUCATIONAL DISABILITY 

 

Reading, unlike speaking, is not an evolved ability: it has to be taught. But just 
as there are disorders that affect speaking, there are also disorders that affect 
reading and learning. Dyslexia is probably the best known and most widespread 
of these, affecting up to one in five schoolchildren. There are others, including 
the often controversial Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), commonly treated 
with the drug Ritalin; dyscalculia, a math disorder; and dysgraphia, a 
handwriting disorder. 

 

These disorders have two things in common: medical science identifies 
anomalies in the brain as their probable cause, and supporters of Study Tech 
claim that it can cure them. Celebrity Scientologist and actor Tom Cruise is one 
of many who has publicly claimed that his dyslexia was overcome by Study 
Tech. This immediately raises three questions. Can dyslexia be cured? Is there 
any hard evidence that Study Tech has cured anything? What does Study Tech 
say about dyslexia and other learning disorders?  

 

Dyslexia cannot be "cured" but it can at least be dealt with, if caught at a 
sufficiently early age. Psychiatric researchers have discovered, using magnetic 
resonance imagers to watch the activity of the brain in real time, that the 
probable cause of dyslexia is a "miswiring" between three parts of the left side 
of the brain that play a key role in reading. This is not an insurmountable 
problem: the brain is an enormously adaptable organ that can "rewire" itself 
over time if given sufficient stimulus. A young child's brain is the easiest to 
"rewire," as the brain is still developing - a fact illustrated by the ease with 
which children pick up new languages, in marked contrast to the difficulties 
experienced by many adults.  

 

This means that if dyslexia is to be tackled, it should ideally be tackled as 
young as possible with a targeted program of remedial education. A leading 
researcher into dyslexia, Yale University neuroscientist Sally Shaywitz, reports 
that brain scans of dyslexic kindergartners and first-graders who have 
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benefited from a year's worth of targeted instruction start to resemble those of 
children who have never had any difficulty reading. Dyslexia in older people 
cannot be tackled in quite the same way, as their brain "wiring" will be set in a 
more fixed pattern. Even so, specialist centers for dyslexics such as the Frostig 
Center in Pasadena, California have achieved impressive results through a 
combination of specialist education and applied technology (of the electronic 
rather than the Hubbardian kind). 

 

Study Tech's supporters may claim that it is an effective remedy for dyslexia, 
but there seems to be no hard evidence to support this contention. There have 
certainly not been any independent studies of the matter, nor does there seem 
to be any systematic before-and-after comparison of recorded improvements (if 
any). Tom Cruise's well-publicized "cure" provides a case in point. It is not even 
clear if he had dyslexia in the first place; in 1992, he told celebrity columnist 
Marilyn Beck that his exposure to Scientology had convinced him that "I had 
never been dyslexic." His claim to have been "cured" was criticized by the 
International Dyslexic Association, whose executive director J. Thomas Viall 
commented: 

 

"When an individual of the prominence of Tom Cruise makes statements that 
are difficult to replicate in terms of what science tells us, the issue becomes 
what other individuals who are dyslexic do in response to such a quote-unquote 
success story. There is not a lot of science to support the claims that the 
teachings of L. Ron Hubbard are appropriate to overcoming dyslexia." 

(National Enquirer, "Top Gun Tom under fire," Thursday August 7, 2003)  

There are plenty of similar "success stories" from Scientologists, but 
uncorroborated subjective anecdotes are a notoriously unreliable form of 
evidence. In the case of Study Tech, there is also the problem that these 
accounts are not freely given, that there are effectively penalties for failure to 
claim success, and that those to whom the accounts are given are already 
convinced that Hubbard's theories are proved beyond any dispute. (See the 
section "Study Tech Assessed" for more on this.) In short, Study Tech's 
supporters' claims cannot be verified and are very likely influenced by the bias 
of the reporting process. 

 

Study Tech does not directly address the matter of dyslexia or any other 
learning disorder. Instead, it insists in the usual dogmatic fashion that all 
learning difficulties are the result of Hubbard's three "barriers to study." 
Scientologists insist that there is in fact no such thing as dyslexia, claiming that 
it is a meaningless concept invented by psychiatrists. Applied Scholastics' sister 
organization, the anti-psychiatry Citizens' Commission on Human Rights, 
publicly denies the existence of dyslexia: 
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Dyslexia is a PSYCH term. It is a catch-all phrase that has gone from meaning 
reversal of letters to meaning anyone who can't read or study well for any 
number of reasons. IT IS A PSYCH CONCEPT.  

 

So, the first thing is to TOSS THE WORD "DYSLEXIA." It's just more psych crap. 

(Marie Gale, CCHR National Spokesperson, email to TNX mailing list, June 9, 
1996) 

 

This claim is amplified by the CCHR publication Psychiatry: Betraying and 
Drugging Children (1995) which claims - in defiance of a century of work and a 
mountain of research - that all supposed learning disorders are fraudulent 
inventions of psychiatrists: 

 

Confronted with children whom psychologists, psychiatrists and teachers 
claimed had ADHD [Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder], I have not been 
able to find any abnormality - no disease whatsoever! 

 

Dyslexia (or Specific Reading Disability), we are told, is an abnormality in the 
language parts of the brain, not manifest until the child fails to gain literacy in 
the early grades of school. What parents and teachers are usually not told, 
however, is that over sixty years of research have failed to confirm that a defect 
of any sort exists in the brain of a child who has been labeled dyslexic. Sadly, 
maintaining this condition to be a fact is doing incredible damage to these 
individuals. 

 

These made-up disorders, along with others including "Severe Emotional 
Disorder" or "Dyscalculia" (special arithmetic disorder), have never been 
validated as brain diseases. 

(Dr. Fred A. Baughman, Jr. in CCHR, Psychiatry: Betraying and Drugging 
Children) 

 

Although he is frequently cited by CCHR and has written articles in support of 
Applied Scholastics, Dr. Baughman is generally regarded as an unrepresentative 
and ill-informed voice on learning disabilities. The National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill (NAMI) told the Congressional Committee on Education and the 
Workforce in a letter of September 29, 2000 that Dr. Baughman "represent[s] 
fringe opinions about the disorder and about psychiatry." His position is 
certainly at odds with mainstream research and ignores the findings of a huge 
amount of research from around the world. 
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Even Dr. Baughman does not go quite as far as some supporters of Study Tech, 
who claim that the symptoms attributed to dyslexia are in fact caused by 
psychiatry: 

 

"Dyslexia" is in fact a coverup for the victims of a deliberate psych-based 
assault on the mind which is also now another catch-all "treatable (and 
chargeable) psych illness". 

(Ned Hoover, email to TNX mailing list, June 17, 1996) 

 

The "invention" of dyslexia is a sign of the financial corruption of psychiatrists, 
according to another Scientologist: 

 

To understand the significance of the word 'dyslexia' in our modern world, it is 
important to understand the way the psychs work. They are essentially running 
a con game -- all that they are and all the income they make depends solely and 
entirely on how effective they are as con men. 

 

Part of their smoke and mirrors is the development of resounding Latin and 
Greek labels which create the apparency that a palpable pathological condition 
exists when there is actually nothing there at all except perhaps a confusion. 
They then conduct studies which pretend to develop epidemiological statistics 
of the incidence of this made-up disease, and voila, you have a REAL disease. 
But the stats are ALL FALSE. I know, I've researched enough of their studies to 
see how they do it.  

 

It would be best if Scientologists refused to use the word 'dyslexia' and 
whenever it comes up, nail it, hard. Since dyslexia is defined as arising from a 
physical cause, the person purporting to label a child with dyslexia has the 
burden to prove that the child is brain-damaged or otherwise physically 
damaged in some way. Failing that, the use of the term 'dyslexia' is 
inappropriate.  

(Michael O'Brien, email to TNX mailing list, June 5, 1996) 

 

This is entirely in accordance with Hubbard's claim that "the psychs" are the 
root cause of educational and social problems. Applied Scholastics is less 
extreme in public than CCHR but uses exactly the same arguments and implicit 
denials of the existence of learning disorders. For instance, Bernard Percy of 
Applied Scholastics writes in a Tennessee Tribune article that the symptoms 
attributed to learning disorders are in fact caused by Hubbard's "barriers to 
study": 
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How often are students labeled as having some psychiatric named affliction 
(such as ADD or developmental reading disorder) when the truth is that they 
are displaying mental or physiological phenomena caused by having hit a 
barrier to learning? 

 

For example, nervous hysteria is one of the potential symptoms of having 
passed a misunderstood word. How often have students displaying this 
symptom been labeled by a teacher as 'perhaps having ADD'? From that 
moment on the teacher will most likely find other 'evidence' of ADD and 
perhaps even recommend that child be put on the destructive drug Ritalin. 

(Bernard Percy, "The dangers of labeling children," Tennessee Tribune, October 
6, 1996) 

 

In much the same vein, Fred A. Baughman castigates the "whole language" 
approach to literacy, which Scientologists regard as a failed psychiatric 
experiment being inflicted on children. He once again brings up his peculiar 
and unsupported belief that there is no such thing as dyslexia: 

 

Dyslexia refers to extraordinary difficulty identifying the printed word by 
normally intelligent children. It is widely held to be due to a defeat in the 
child's brain. However, a century of research has failed to establish the cause of 
dyslexia and has failed to prove anything whatsoever wrong with the brains of 
the children. Virtually all children who have seemed normal from birth to the 
first day of school, are normal and are capable of reading at an age/grade 
appropriate level ... 

 

The problem remains, that no matter how bad the reading scores or how many 
children are rendered permanently "dyslexic" or "reading disabled," those of the 
Whole Language faith perservere, convinced that they have the right way, that 
the faults are not with Whole Language and that given time, and a few million 
more of our children, they will prove it. 

 

They are the main cause of "dyslexia." They are the main cause of "at risk" 
children. They are the main cause of our "at risk" society. 

(Dr. Fred A. Baughman, Jr., " 'Whole Language,' the cause of Dyslexia," Call & 
Post (Cincinatti), May 16, 1996) 

 

The supporters of Applied Scholastics and Study Tech also share Hubbard's 
implacable opposition to the use of psychiatric drugs to assist those diagnosed 
with disorders such as ADD. Such treatment is admittedly controversial and has 
aroused concern from non-Scientologists as well. But Applied Scholastics and 



139 
 

 

its sister organizations take an extremist view of the matter, rejecting any use 
of psychiatric drugs. This view is not subject to change, even if the value of 
drugs such as Ritalin is proved beyond all doubt. Its adherence to Hubbard's 
view of psychiatry means that any psychiatric diagnosis must automatically be 
treated as suspect, if not rejected outright.  

 

Those who suffer from learning disorders can only be badly served by this 
approach. Someone with dyslexia is unlikely to benefit from a "therapy" 
provided by an organization that denies the very existence of dyslexia. The 
Scientology heritage and Scientologist management of Applied Scholastics has 
pushed the organization into a wholly dogmatic and unscientific approach to 
the issue of learning disability. It is a particularly cruel irony that while Study 
Tech is promoted as being uniquely suited to addressing learning disorders, in 
practice it is likely to be much less useful than the "wog learning" that its 
supporters like to disparage.  

 

4. STUDY TECH ASSESSED 

 

Much of this essay has addressed methodological concerns about Study Tech -- 
its unsound theories, its basis in religious dogma, its undisclosed ties to 
Scientology. But in the end, the most fundamental concern of all is the simplest: 
does it work? 

 

a. DOES STUDY TECH WORK? 

 

It is difficult to find objective assessments of Study Tech. Its promoters are 
remarkably vague about its results. Applied Scholastics and its related 
organizations have publicized some claimed successes, but have provided no 
specifics, corroboration or even details of where the results were obtained. 
Some representative claims made by Applied Scholastic's parent organization, 
ABLE: 

 

In New Zealand, students in a girls school showed an increase of twelve IQ 
points on the Otis Lennon Mental Ability Test after completing a course based 
on Mr. Hubbard's learning methods.  

Another study conducted in England showed that students shot ahead 1.29 
years in their reading levels after just ten hours of study using Mr. Hubbard's 
study technology. Comparatively, no gain in reading levels was found in a 
control group of students not instructed in study technology.  

In a separate project in Los Angeles, high-school students tested after a forty-
hour period of classroom instruction in study technology showed a remarkable 
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average gain of over two years per student. In a similar project in South Africa, 
the average gain in reading age was two years and three months.  

In Mexico City, the study technology was introduced into a private school. High-
school students in one class had failed 95 percent of their materials. After 
application of L. Ron Hubbard's study technology, the class passed 90 percent 
of the materials the following year. 

(Solutions issue #5, Association for Better Living & Education, 1997)  

Note how unspecific the attributions are: "a girls school", "students in England", 
"a private school". More specific claims are occasionally made. However, when 
statistics that can be checked independently have been provided, they have 
been shown to be dubious. 

 

Steve Keller is the father of a daughter who attended one of the Californian 
branches of the Delphi Academy, which uses Hubbard's Study Tech. In 1997, he 
became concerned about the claims being made about Delphi and decided to 
try to corroborate them. Delphi claimed that 96% of its students applied for 
admission to college and provided him with a "Partial List of Colleges and 
Universities that have Accepted Delphi Graduates." He contacted each of the 35 
schools named. Of the 27 that replied, only three acknowledged having received 
applications from Delphi students in recent years. Another sixteen said either 
they had not received such applications or they could not consider them. For 
example, U.C. Santa Barbara said it "...does not accept students applying from 
Delphi Academy...because Delphi is not an accredited institution." Keller cross-
checked with California's Accrediting Commission for Schools, which replied 
that it had not accredited Delphi. American College Testing told him, "Few if 
any Delphi students have taken the ACT test." It was not surprising that he 
concluded, in a letter to the Los Angeles Times, that "Whether or not they have 
success in these endeavors, we need to ask: do Hubbard's methods work? If 
Delphi is a good example, they obviously do not." 

 

Applied Scholastics has a section on its website dedicated to the results of 
Study Technology. It provides little more than a number of "success stories" 
from teachers, parents and children, as well as a poorly presented set of 
statistics. The "success stories" are almost all anonymized: for instance, "J.M." 
of "Lower Basic School" is quoted as saying that "When I finally succeeded in the 
first part of the Learning How to Learn Course for Teachers I shed tears of joy." 
This kind of anonymization is standard practice in all Scientology-related 
organizations. It is not entirely clear why it is done, but one consequence is to 
make it impossible for outsiders to verify the claims, as no usable personal or 
locational information is provided. It also makes it impossible to check whether 
those quoted have any vested interests. Very often, quoted individuals turn out 
to be Scientologists with a potentially strongly biased view on the matter. 
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Another standard Scientology practice is to provide lots of impressive-looking 
but vague statistics which are not explained in any detail. Appled Scholastics 
does this in spades. Its web page on statistics offers a set of bar graphs and pie 
charts purporting to show spectacular increases in educational achievements 
following the introduction of Study Tech. The data are hopelessly vague and 
not explained at all. The first two graphs claim to show results achieved in 
"Brixton, England" and "Midlands, Zimbabwe." The rest relate to "Lindbergh 
Elementary School," "Ball Elementary School", "teachers in Zimbabwe" and "Bell 
Elementary School". Nowhere is it explained where any of these studies were 
conducted. Nor does Applied Scholastics say when they were conducted, how 
many students were involved, who conducted the studies, or how they were 
conducted. This is basic, fundamental information which any serious researcher 
would present. Applied Scholastics is not alone in its apparent sloppiness: 
similar figures are presented similarly vaguely on the websites of its parent 
organization, ABLE, and on the Church of Scientology's official Study 
Technology website. 

 

This peculiar omission points to only one conclusion. Applied Scholastics is not 
serious about researching Study Tech's effectiveness. (And from its point of 
view, why should it be? Devotees of L. Ron Hubbard "know" as a matter of faith 
that his "technology" is flawless and produces perfect results. Scientologists 
have no more interest in proving Hubbard wrong than fundamentalist 
Christians have in proving theories of evolution.) The organization's use of 
statistics evidently is little more than window dressing, intended to impress the 
faithful and promte the program to the general public. Applied Scholastics 
constantly empathizes quantity rather than quality. For instance, its 1995 
annual report boasts of a training program in Mexico for 1,200 teachers under 
whom "more than 30,000 students benefited from the application of this study 
technology in the classroom," and one in Zimbabwe where 7,500 children are 
being taught with "outstanding results." But it does not say exactly what these 
results were or provide objective data on them. 

 

This is very much a common outcome of Scientology management methods. 
Hubbard continually emphasized outputs rather than results, directing his 
organizations to get as many individuals through the system as possible but 
placing little importance on the qualitative outcomes of courses. Unfortunately 
for Applied Scholastics, some of its claimed statistics and studies have been 
exposed as questionable at best. This may be why Applied Scholastics provides 
so little detail of its claimed results. For instance, the Brixton study mentioned 
earlier turns out to be nearly 30 years old, conducted with a sample of 24 
pupils (of whom only 12 actually undertook Study Tech) given just 8-10 hours 
of instruction over two weeks in June 1975. This tiny sample is statistically 
insignificant -- far too small to justify the inferences drawn from it. The 
students were given a 30-year-old version of Study Tech, taught in its original 
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Scientology form rather than the "child-friendly" version presented today in the 
Basic Study Manual and related books. Yet Applied Scholastics still presents 
this flawed, antiquated set of results as being somehow representative of Study 
Tech as taught in 2003. It is no wonder that Applied Scholastics and its sister 
organizations have shied away from giving any further details of the study. 

 

Nor is this the only example of Applied Scholastics publicizing dubious 
statistics. LA Weekly found that the group's claims were misleading in at least 
once instance: 

 

[Applied Scholastics] cites St. Antoine, a public elementary school in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. It claims that after the school's three second-grade teachers were 
trained in the study technology techniques outlined in Applied Scholastics' 
Basic Study Manual, their students' California Achievement Test composite 
scores in reading, English and math rose from the 29th percentile to the 46th 
percentile. The report also claims that this was the first time St. Antoine "ever 
achieved a rating higher than the 30th percentile," which school principal Helen 
Magee says is false. 

 

Magee confirms the increase in overall scores, but says that just one of the 
second-grade teachers received the study technology training. The scores of the 
students in that class did go up 17 percent, while in the other two classes the 
scores went up 13 percent and 2 percent. Magee says she was initially 
enthusiastic about expanding the use of study technology, but when several 
other teachers at the school were later trained, the outcome was disappointing. 
"I did not see the same results," she says. "I think you have to have a certain 
kind of teacher to make it work." 

(Catania, 1997)  

 

In a similar vein, Applied Scholastics claims to have educated 1.5 million poor 
black schoolchildren in South Africa through its "Education Alive" initiative. 
This attracted the interest of Australian Scientology critic Tony McClelland, who 
asked the South African government about the claim. A South African foreign 
service official wrote back to explain: 

 

The matter has been taken up with the Department of Education and Culture as 
well as the Department of Education and Training who are responsible for 
school education in South Africa.  

 

Both denied any knowledge of the Church's involvement in formal education in 
South Africa.  
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According to the Department of Education and Training, the Church of 
Scientology tried to use a front organization in 1989, the so called "Education 
Alive" but was not allowed to get involved in the Department's schools.  

 

I am afraid their claim of teaching 1.5 million children in South Africa to read is 
just another fabrication. 

(Letter from Johan Klopper, Second Secretary, South African Embassy Canberra, 
April 7, 1992) 

 

There is certainly no shortage of purely subjective assessments of the Study 
Tech, in the form of "success stories" from people who have undergone or 
delivered the course. It is a striking illustration of Applied Scholastics' priorities 
that its web site provides far more success stories than hard data. But their 
prevalence is hardly surprising. In Applied Scholastics' sister organization 
Narconon, clients are required to write success stories on a standardized form 
at the end of each course, in order to "attest" to a successful completion. This is 
a standard feature of Scientology management practices. Hubbard stated that 
the key statistic for measuring the success of an organization is "PAID 
COMPLETIONS ACCOMPANIED BY AN ACCEPTABLE SUCCESS STORY" ("Org 
Condition Stat Change", LRH Executive Directive 153 Int of 30 August 1971). 
They are not simply a method of surveying customer satisfaction. If a Narconon 
client does not submit a success story, he or she is deemed not to have 
completed the course and may have to redo it, with possible adverse financial 
implications. This gives clients a motive for submitting as positive a success 
story as possible. It is not clear whether precisely the same arrangement is in 
place in Applied Scholastics, but given Scientology's penchant for 
standardization it would not be surprising. 

 

Success stories are also a key tool for promotion and recruitment. A staff 
member is given responsibility for collating success stories (the post is referred 
to as the Success Officer) to "help Ron get volume high communication success 
stories into the hands or notice of the org's publics, enhancing and increasing 
desire for the Org's services" ("Success Officer Duties", Board Policy Letter of 14 
June 1973, Issue II). Hubbard described the tasks to be undertaken: 

 

"Categorizes success stories into types of successes and results. Distributes and 
posts success stories and makes such available for use in ... promotion pieces 
and also for [recruitment] use. Sees that success stories are used. All these 
duties adds up to ensuring good word of month." 

(Hubbard, "Big League Registration Series No. 12", HCO Policy Letter of 14 
November 1971) 
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This is exactly the way in which success stories are used by Applied Scholastics 
and its subordinate organizations. Its websites and much of its promotional 
material provide numerous glowing success stories, often described as an 
"explanation of our program from the only source that matters -- our students 
and their parents." This claim that subjective accounts are "the only source that 
matters" says much about Applied Scholastics' attitude towards objective 
evaluations. 

 

Study Tech's supporters even claim that it can raise IQ by large amounts. In a 
1998 interview, Heber C. Jentzsch, President of the Church of Scientology 
International told a Boston Herald reporter that "Scientology's study techniques 
are so effective they raised his own IQ by 34 points." (Mallia, 1998) Such claims 
are commonplace from Scientologists, as the following examples culled from 
Scientologists' Internet home pages illustrate: 

 

I did a course called "The Student Hat" which introduces you to L. Ron 
Hubbard's "study technology" and my IQ has gone from 130 to 140. 

(Steve Welton -- http://www.our-home.org/stevewelton/success.htm) 

 

The main success for me was when I got L. Ron Hubbard's study technology. I 
learned how to handle some study problems that I had. My I.Q. got better and I 
felt more able to achieve anything I want to. 

(Emily Hayes -- http://scientologist.myhomepage.org/emilyhayes/success.htm) 

 

Then, using Scientology study technology, I learned how to study, so I could 
improve myself. I got processing and by actual test my IQ went up by forty 
points. 

(Bob Aldrich -- http://www.oursites.org/bobaldrich/success.htm) 

 

Applied Scholastics has made similar claims -- for instance, that "in New 
Zealand, students in a girls school showed an increase of twelve IQ points on 
the Otis Lennon Mental Ability Test after completing a course based on Mr. 
Hubbard's learning methods." No further details are provided and the claim is 
not corroborated in any way whatsoever. Many experts question whether adult 
IQ can be raised in the first place. Even if it can, there is no verifiable evidence 
that Scientology or Study Tech has raised anybody's intelligence. There are also 
major methodological concerns about the Hubbard-approved method of taking 
IQ tests, which relies on repeatedly taking the same test before and after 
courses to show the "improvement" that has been made. A simple memory 
effect -- learning the test - can artificially inflate the scores. Certainly, outside of 
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Scientology nobody seems to take seriously Hubbard's claims that his methods 
could send IQ "skyrocketing." 

 

b. WHAT EXPERTS SAY ABOUT STUDY TECH  

 

During the various controversies over Study Tech, educators have been 
canvassed for their opinions of Hubbard's work. The reviews have been mixed 
at best and often unfavorable. 

 

Applied Scholastics received an unenthusiastic response from Missouri 
educators when it opened a new facility in the state in July 2003. According to 
the St Louis Post-Dispatch:  

 

Scot Danforth, who oversees teacher education for the University of Missouri at 
St. Louis, said he searched a database of four decades of published educational 
research and could find no study on L. Ron Hubbard's instructional techniques.  

 

"In my opinion, they are involved in the worst kind of deception. They make 
grandiose claims about the effectiveness of their methods and materials ... with 
data that has never been published in a legitimate educational research 
journal," he said. 

 

Greg Jung, president of the Missouri National Education Association, is 
cautious.  

 

"We don't know if the people who are providing training are qualified and if the 
teachers providing the tutoring are qualified," Jung said. 

(Bower, 2003) 

 

During the 1997 controversy over Study Tech in California, reporter Sara 
Catania interviewed several educators about the Study Tech books for an article 
that appeared in LA Weekly on November 12, 1997.  

 

Johanna Lemlech, a professor of education at USC specializing in curriculum 
and teaching, calls the books "awful." They "violate everything we know about 
how children learn, and appropriate pedagogy," she says. "In short, these books 
should be carefully placed in the cylindrical file." (Catania, 1997)  

Hubbard's dogmatic doctrine of the "misunderstood word" attracted particular 
criticism: 



146 
 

 

 

"In many cases, lack of comprehension is not because of a misunderstood 
word," says Sidnie Myrick, who leads a UCLA research group on early literacy, 
teaches a master's course in reading at Cal State L.A., and also teaches a class of 
first, second and third graders at Thomas Edison Elementary School in Glendale 
(she was Glendale's 1993 Teacher of the Year). "In fact," she says, "in many 
cases the student won't get the meaning until the material is presented in a 
completely different way." 

 

Myrick also finds the books' illustrations "cutesy and condescending," the 
explanations "stilted and manufactured," and study technology, all in all, 
"woefully inadequate." 

(Catania, 1997) 

 

Ms. Catania also interviewed members of the Los Angeles school board, about 
which she wrote:  

 

One member of the Los Angeles school board is unimpressed. A former high 
school history teacher, David Tokofsky calls the books "remedial" and says they 
would be of little use to any but the lowest-performing students. "If you walked 
into an eighth-grade class and tried to use these books on kids who are at the 
proper level, you'd kill them," says Tokofsky, who coached the Marshall High 
School Academic Decathlon team to a national championship in 1987. "They're 
not even good comic books." (Catania, ibid)  

 

Journalist Mark Walsh, in a September 17, 1997 article in Education Week, 
interviewed MaryEllen Vogt, a professor of education at California State 
University at Long Beach. Professor Vogt expressed concerns about the Study 
Tech books' reliance on Word Clearing as the only route to comprehension. 
Walsh quotes her directly:  

 

"The reading process is so complex," she said. The principles in Hubbard's three 
barriers to learning focus primarily on reading at the word level.  

 

"But there is a whole other aspect of the reading process that is ignored," added 
Ms. Vogt, who is a former president of the California Reading Association and a 
past board member of the International Reading Association.  

 

"For older readers, we sometimes say, 'Skip a word you don't understand and 
try to gain comprehension from the whole context,'" she said. "We don't say 
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that for young readers. But for older readers, it is extremely cumbersome to try 
to attend to every word."  

(From Walsh, 1997.)  

 

An earlier attempt to introduce Study Tech to public schools in eastern Canada 
foundered on the skepticism of local educators. Harvard University literacy 
professor Victoria Purcell-Gates, who reviewed the Basic Study Manual, told 
NOW magazine that the merits of study tech are suspect: 

 

"There isn't anything new. It's also sort of sketchy. What we know about 
teaching comprehension skills and study skills is a little more complex."  

 

Purcell-Gates says the program's emphasis on use of the dictionary "is probably 
not the most effective tool for learning word meanings, because dictionary 
definitions tend to be very decontextualized. Teachers wouldn't use that as a 
primary vehicle for teaching vocabulary." 

(di Matteo, 1992) 

 

When the Boston Herald questioned the use of Study Tech in Massachussetts 
schools, it asked Purcell-Gates to assess the Basic Study Manual: 

 

"This is all 'old stuff,' and has been taught in the schools for at least 30 years 
(probably more) now," the Harvard professor wrote in an assessment for the 
Herald. 

 

"Basically, there is nothing new in this text that is not known by reading/study 
specialists at a very basic level," she added. "The only thing really `different' is 
that Mr. Hubbard has renamed basic concepts to fit into his overall scheme of 
things." 

(Mallia, 1998) 

 

c. IS STUDY TECH CONSTITUTIONAL? 

 

Many countries have strict rules governing the relationship between church and 
state. Most famously, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution 
prohibits the "establishment of religion" by state agencies. The precise details 
of what is permissible have been worked out over many years through a series 
of court cases. One of the most important was a 1947 case before the Supreme 
Court, Everson v. Board of Education, which involved publicly subsidized 
transportation for students attending private religious schools in New Jersey. 
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The court's ruling established a set of crucially important principles, notably 
the rules subsequently referred to as the no-aid-to-religion rule and the sacred-
secular doctrine.  

 

The no-aid-to-religion rule prohibited the state from "pass[ing] laws which aid 
one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion over another" or levying 
taxes "to support any religious activities or institutions, whatever they may be 
called, or whatever form they may adopt to teach or practice religion." The 
sacred-secular doctrine distinguished between  

 

programs that would contribute "money to the schools" or would "support 
them" and those, such as the one that was being challenged in that case, 
"indisputably marked off from the religious function" of schools. [The court] 
held that bus transportation was clearly separable from the religious mission of 
the schools and similar to general public services such as police and fire 
protection and sewage disposal. Thus it could be supported by public funds.  

 

The Supreme Court thereby established a second crucial legal doctrine, namely, 
that while public money may not go to support religious programs or 
organizations, it may go to provide services not directly related to the religious 
mission of religious organizations. This was the beginning of the legal doctrine 
that separates the sacred and the secular aspects of a religiously based 
organization, and holds that public money may flow to its secular, but not its 
sacred aspects.  

(Monsma, p. 31-32) 

 

In 1971, the Supreme Court heard another crucial church-and-state case, Lemon 
v. Kurtzman, concerning state subsidization of teachers in private religious 
schools in Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. The Court built on the principles 
established in Everson to establish a detailed set of criteria -- since referred to 
as the "Lemon test" -- to guide church-state interactions. As articulated by Chief 
Justice Burger, the test has three parts:  

 

First, the statute must have a secular legislative purpose; second, its principal 
or primary effect must be one that neither advances nor inhibits religion; 
finally, the statute must not foster an excessive government entanglement with 
religion. 

 

According to legal scholars, the fact that a law may have a "religious purpose or 
be motivated by religion does not mean it is unconstitutional as long as it also 
has a bona fide secular or civic purpose" (Lynn, Stern & Thomas, p. 3). Similarly, 
"a law that has a remote or incidental effect of advancing religion is not 
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unconstitutional as long as the effect is not a 'primary' effect" (ibid. p. 3). 
Finally, the Court permitted some entanglement between church and state, as 
long as this entanglement is not "excessive" (ibid. p. 3). 

 

The latter point has proved particularly significant. Religious organizations can, 
and do, engage in secular as well as religious activities. But this raises the issue 
of whether it is always possible to separate the religious from the secular for 
the purpose of public funding. For instance, if a religious organization engaged 
in secular welfare activity without proselytizing its clients (or otherwise 
discriminating on the basis of religion) that would probably pass constitutional 
muster. On the other hand, if a publicly funded school was to teach religious 
doctrine in classes, that would certainly be ruled unconstitutional. In the 
former case, one can receive publicly funded services without being exposed to 
religious messages. In the latter case of a "pervasively sectarian" environment, 
those messages are an integral part of what is being taught and exposure 
cannot be avoided. 

 

It is for precisely this reason that the issue of creationism in public schools has 
provoked so much legal controversy. It is an issue with considerable parallels to 
that of Study Tech in public schools. The doctrine of a Supreme Being creating 
the world is very obviously a religious one, and specifically a Judeo-Christian 
one. Christian fundamentalists have made strenuous efforts over the years to 
prevent evolution from being taught in public schools, or at least to mandate 
"equal time" for the teaching of evolution and creationism. Their attempts have 
foundered on the principles set out in Everson and Lemon, forcing them to use 
increasingly obscurantist tactics. After overt creationism was rooted out of 
schools, so-called "scientific creationism" was adopted in a number of states 
until ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1987 in McLean v. 
Arkansas Board of Education. Since then, creationists have swung behind the 
equally unscientific but less overtly religious doctrine of "intelligent design." 
They have so far failed to introduce it into public schools but will probably 
succeed at some point -- whereupon opponents of religious instruction in the 
schools will take it to the courts and very likely have it too ruled 
unconstitutional. 

 

There is thus a considerable body of legal precedent by which Study 
Technology can be judged. As far as is known, it has never been exposed to a 
formal legal challenge over its constitutionality. But if it was, would it pass 
muster? It seems likely that it would not: 

 

Study Tech's course materials are taken directly from Scientology scriptures, 
often word-for-word. Religious materials do not cease to be religious simply by 
virtue of being given a different cover. L. Ron Hubbard himself declared Study 
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Tech to be "part of the Tech of Scientology." Study Tech can therefore 
accurately be described as being "pervasively sectarian." 

   

The provision of Study Tech is not "indisputably marked off from the religious 
function" of the Church of Scientology. Study Tech is an integral part of 
Scientology doctrine. It is taught in all Scientology Churches, and is compulsory 
for all Scientologists. No distinction is made in Scientology between Study Tech 
and any other part of Scientology doctrine, and Scientology policy makes no 
mention of Study Tech being secular (quite the opposite, in fact). Study Tech 
cannot be described as being unrelated to "the religious mission of religious 
organizations." This, together with the previous concern, would very likely 
count as "excessive entanglement" between the state and religion. 

   

Scientology plainly sees Study Tech as a principal weapon in its doctrinally-
inspired goal of eliminating psychiatry and psychology from public schools. 
This does not by itself make Study Tech unconstitutional, as the Lemon test 
permits a religious purpose as long as it is accompanied by "a bona fide secular 
or civic purpose." However, the Supreme Court's ruling in McLean looked 
closely at the motives of the supporters of scientific creationism, finding that 
they were heavily influenced by purely sectarian concerns. If the issue of Study 
Tech were ever to go before the courts, it is likely that Scientology's sectarian 
hatred of psychiatry would be a major issue and would count against Study 
Tech.  

These concerns are not merely theoretical, as questions have already been 
asked about the constitutionality of Study Tech. When controversy broke out in 
California in 1997 over the use of Study Tech books in public schools, the 
American Civil Liberties Union became involved: 

 

"I have some fairly serious questions about the constitutionality and, from a 
public-policy standpoint, the propriety of using these materials in public 
schools," said Douglas Mirell, a board member of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Southern California, who has examined some of the study-skills books 
and compared them with materials from the church. "It seems like the books go 
out of their way to use terms that have a technical definition within the 
religion." 

(Walsh, ibid)  

 

Similar concerns were raised within the Los Angeles Unified School District. 
Board member David Tokofsky told the Los Angeles Times (Helfand, 1997): "We 
cannot turn our public school students and monies into a religious institution. 
It's a problem on a fundamental constitutional level."  
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If Study Tech were to be adopted formally by public authorities, it seems very 
likely that the ACLU or another public interest group would challenge it in 
court, at considerable cost to taxpayers. And judging from the issues 
highlighted above, any such challenge would seem to have a good chance of 
success. 

 

5. CONCLUSION  

 

Study Tech has been around for several decades, but today, only Scientologists 
recommend it for use in public classrooms. Its proponents claim miraculous 
results, yet no independent evaluation of its effectiveness has ever been done. 
Its creator claimed that it represents a revolutionary advance in learning, yet it 
is in practice little more than a method of compelling mindless rote learning 
devoid of any critical thought or interpretation.  

 

Those who support Study Tech undoubtedly believe in its effectiveness. Then 
again, as Study Tech's supporters are overwhelmingly Scientologists, they also 
believe many things that the general populace would find hard to accept as 
everyday reality: recall of past lives, possession of super powers, and at the 
advanced levels, telepathic contact with space alien spirits. No proof is ever 
offered for the existence of these things. That poses no problems for 
Scientologists, as proof is never requested. For Hubbard's followers, it is an 
article of faith that whatever Ron says must be correct, even if its correctness is 
not evident to anyone else. The effectiveness of what Scientologists call "the 
tech", of which Study Tech is a part, is a matter of religious doctrine. It HAS to 
work. 

 

But Study Tech is no more a secular learning methodology than wine and 
communion wafers are a Sunday morning snack. Its ambitions may be entirely 
conventional, but its vocabulary and practices are part of a religious doctrine 
closely tied to Scientology beliefs. The end product of Study Tech is an 
individual who has been taught to "duplicate" uncritically any proposition, no 
matter how dubious. It deprecates critical analysis and genuine understanding 
in favour of a mindless acceptance of the author as an unassailable authority 
figure. It reflects L. Ron Hubbard's profoundly authoritarian desire to be seen 
as the "Source" of all Scientology wisdom and it serves his aim of encouraging 
unquestioning acceptance of his authority.  

 

The real danger of Study Tech is that it was designed for indoctrination, not 
education. While it may be good at producing obedient Scientologists, it is 
completely at odds with promoting the ability to think independently. It quite 
deliberately aims to reduce a student's ability to think critically. Students are 
taught to distrust their own intelligence and background knowledge, passively 
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and uncritically accepting whatever they are being told. This can only deprive 
students of a skill vital in an age saturated with conflicting messages, where 
critical thinking is essential to making sense of the world. Study Tech's 
doctrinaire and authoritarian approach to teaching is hostile to, and deserves 
no place in, secular educational institutions. 
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# # # 

 

It is very important that this Committee understand and know that the 
Narconon Trois-Rivieres Course Books contain and teach the above Scientology 
doctrines each and every day at Narconon: 

 

THE THREE PRINCIPLES OF STUDY TECH 

 

THE MEANING OF "MASS" 

 

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE: LEARNING ON A GRADIENT 

 

GO BACK AND FIND YOUR MISUNDERSTOOD 

 

False data stripping 

 

WORD CLEARING 

 

DEMO KITS AND THE CLAY TABLE 

 

I was a Course Room Supervisor at Narconon Trois-Rivieres and supervised 
patients/students through these above course routines. 

 

Certainly, it is now clear to this Certification Committee that the Narconon 
program is NOT SECULAR, nut in fact Scientology religious practices and 
doctrines. 

 

I will now address each point pertaining to the Regulation respecting the 
certification of drug addiction or pathological gambling resources starting on 
page 156 of this extensive and comprehensive document. 

 

 

 

-  
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c. S-4.2, r. 0.0003 

 Regulation respecting the certification of drug addiction or 
pathological gambling resources 

 An Act respecting health services and social services 

 (R.S.Q., c. S-4.2, ss. 346.0.6 and 346.0.21) 

 

For this portion of my submission to the Committee, I will refer to Narconon 
Trois-Rivieres as: “NN TR”. 

 

O.C. 569-2010, s. 1. 

 If an operator offers services to more than one type of client, the operator 
must group the services offered under that program in a separate unit and 
may hold the certificate of compliance referred to in section 346.0.3 of the 
Act only in respect of that program. 

 

 NN TR does in fact service more than one type of client: a) drug addicts b) 
alcoholics c) huffers (toxic inhalants) d) bulimic disorders e) anorexic 
disorders.  f) psychological and mental disorders. 
 
NN TR treats all patients in the same manner, with the exact same 
program books, with absolutely no diversion as to meet individual needs 
and serious medical issues. There is no separation into separate units. 
 
 

4. For the purposes of this Regulation, persons working as volunteers within 
a resource are considered staff members of that resource. 

 

 People from the Church of Scientology in Montreal, have turned up to 
volunteer and patients have been used to work and train other patients 
through the program with absolutely no pay. Many other patients were 
used to perform daily labour because staff that were not paid, had quit 
and patients did the work of paid staff. 
 
 

5. The operator of a drug addiction or pathological gambling resource must 
treat residents with courtesy, fairness and understanding, and with respect 
for their dignity, autonomy and needs. 

 

 This quite simply is not the case, as per seven case files at the Quebec 
Human Rights Commission, by at least four complainants for Exploitation 
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of a Handicap/Disabled person and iscrimination under the Act. Also, 
complaints have been filed with the Quebec Ministry of Health and Social 
Services, describing incomprehensible and abusive treatment from 
unqualified NN TR staff. 

 

6. Drug addiction or pathological gambling activities must be part of an 
intervention program that relies on an intervention approach or model 
recognized in the field. 

 

 The Narconon Trois-Rivieres Medical Manager and Physician for NN TR, 
was investigated by the Quebec College of Physicians and this physician 
has been banned from ever associating with NN TR again. Here is their 
written decision: 
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13. An operator must ensure that the advertising for the services offered 
reflects reality. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 13. 
 

 NN TR has removed their 70% unrealistic and false success rate from 
their regional websites; however Narconon International still promotes 
this unrealistic Success rate on their websites. Also, the Registrars and 
FSM Interventionists and Fake Referral website people, still do promote 
verbal success rates at NN TR as 70%, as per filming of NN TR staff at a 
recent protest at NN TR. We have it on video, where a staff member 
walked up to us and argued that the NN TR success rate is 70%. 
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17. The operator must inform all residents of their right provided for in the 
Act to directly file a complaint with the territory's agency and must post in a 
conspicuous and accessible place the information related to the exercise of 
that right. 

 

 This regulation would contravene the Scientology-Narconon principle 
doctrines and teaching that  a person who talks against their 
organization is declared a Suppressive Person and is an ENEMY. 

 

O.C. 569-2010, s. 17. 

 20. The operator must designate the person responsible for coordinating 
and assessing the intervention team. 

 The person must meet one of the following conditions: 

 (1) have, as provided for in the Schedule, eligible university training in 
intervention or human resources management and have a minimum of 3 
years relevant experience in the field of drug addiction or pathological 
gambling; 

 

 In the past, NN TR had no such staff member available. 

 

(2) have, as provided for in the Schedule, eligible collegial training in 
intervention or human resources management, as well as a university 
certificate in addiction counselling and have a minimum of 5 years relevant 
experience in the field of drug addiction and pathological gambling; or 

 (3) hold an addiction counselling certificate awarded by a recognized 
university and have a minimum of 7 years relevant experience in the field of 
drug addiction or pathological gambling. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 20. 

 22. The operator must ensure the supervision of case workers by a person 
meets one of the following conditions: 

 (1) have, as provided for in the Schedule, eligible university training in 
intervention and have a minimum of 3 years relevant experience in the field 
of drug addiction or pathological gambling; or 

 (2) hold a master's university degree in drug addiction and have a minimum 
of 3 years relevant experience in the field of drug addiction or pathological 
gambling. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 22. 

 23. The operator must ensure that at least 75% of all full-time case workers 
have 
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 (1) eligible university training in intervention, as provided for in the 
Schedule; 

 (2) a university addiction counselling certificate; or 

 (3) eligible collegial training in intervention as provided for in the Schedule. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 23. 

 

 The only qualifications that the NN TR staff had, were being related or 
close friends with each other. There were no University or any other 
medical or certified therapists at NN TR. The only certification staff 
members received, was from taking a short Scientology course in thr NN 
TR basement and a “Certificate” printed off upstairs. Most NN TR staff 
members call themselves, “Certified Addiction Councillors” or 
“Withdrawal Specialists” or “Ethics Officers” etc, but none have any such 
formal College or University degrees or diplomas or therapist training. It 
is ALL done right at NN TR; many times a brand new graduate patient is 
recruited onto staff while still in recovery, fragile, and very vulnerable to 
control and sexual advances and exploitation by veteran staff. 

 

 

27. The operator must ensure 

 (1) that the operator's retail or restaurant activities, or supply of services for 
remuneration, do not jeopardize the residents' health or safety because of a 
failure to comply with the Food Products Act (R.S.Q., c. P-29) or a regulation 
thereunder; 

 

 It is a fact that untrained patients are used for food preparation and 
dispensing and the cleaning of kitchen facilities, without any “Food-Safe” 
training whatsoever. Patients are exploited whenever needed. 

 

(2) that the residents' health or safety is not jeopardized by being housed by 
the operator in a building that does not meet the standards contained in a 
by-laws on hygiene, sanitation, security or construction of the municipality 
where the operator's residence is located; and 

 (3) that the residents' health and safety is not jeopardized by being housed 
by the operator in a building that does not meet the standards of the Public 
Buildings Safety Act (R.S.Q., c. S-3) or the Building Act (R.S.Q., c. B-1.1), or of a 
regulation thereunder. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 27. 

 

 NN TR is a leased complex, with several buildings which are antiquated, 
obsolete, and quite frankly in disrepair and in the hot summer months, 
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infested with ants and bugs - - mold is seen in the patient dorms and 
kitchen basement. I have documented evidence substantiating these 
conditions. Also of utmost importance is the questionable safety of 
patients due to out dated fire code safety and the non-existence of any 
fire sprinklers whatsoever. I reviewed a “Fire Inspection Report” that 
stated the complex did not meet the fire safety codes and was a danger 
to patients. This Report was destroyed bt NN TR Executives. 

 

O.C. 569-2010, s. 28. 

 . Insurance 

 30. The operator must have and maintain liability insurance in a sufficient 
amount to cover the operator against any claim resulting from the 
operator's civil or professional liability. 

 The operator must also have and maintain separate insurance covering the 
liability of the operator's directors and officers. 

 

 Considering NN TR and the NN TR Executives are facing pending civil 
court matters in the near future, I certainly hope they have sufficient 
insurance coverage. 

 

35. The operator must protect the confidentiality of the personal information 
held and provide access in accordance with the Act respecting the protection 
of personal information in the private sector (R.S.Q., c. P-39.1) 

 

 NN TR does not protect the information of individual patients and 
discusses cases with patients. Patients are used against each other in 
what is called RPEC’s (Repairing Past Ethical Conditions). The patient 
Is FORCED to divulge confidential information about each other to staff 
members who have no qualifications except being a recent NN TR 
graduate. 
 
 

O.C. 569-2010, s. 35. 

38. The operator must draw up an individualized intervention plan for each 
resident, including, in particular, 

 

 There is no such plan that could or would be accepted by the Hubbard 
Tech in Scientology-Narconon. Each patient MUST be treated the same as 
per Tech in the NN R books. They can NOT and will NOT change the NN 
TR program books. I did send Denis Grenier, ALL 2,800 pages of the NN 
TR program books for his review. Please feel free to ask me for a copy. 
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(1) the target objectives, the methods to be used in meeting the objectives, 
and a timeframe for meeting the objectives; 

 (2) details on participation by the resident and, if applicable, by the 
resident's immediate circle, in the drafting and revision of the intervention 
plan; 

 (3) the revision of the intervention plan for a stay that extends beyond 3 
months; and 

 (4) the name of the case worker responsible for the intervention plan and, if 
applicable, the follow-up plan established with community organizations. 

 

 There is no time frame set at any NN in the world. Their policy and motto 
is, “It takes as long as it takes”, and this is heard daily at NN TR. 

 

 

O.C. 569-2010, s. 38. 

 39. The operator must, in accordance with recognized practices, assess the 
suicide risk of each resident when admitted and prior to departure. 

 

The NN TR treatment practice is NOT recognized as a Scientific or medically 
sound or safe treatment. The Quebec College of Physicians investigated for 
eight months. Many experts from around the globe have emphatically stated 
that the Narconon program is quackery and dangerously unsafe.  

 

44. The operator must ensure that every new resident has been the subject of 
a medical assessment in the 7 days prior to admission, or will be so assessed 
in the 7 days following admission. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 44. 

 

There was no physician that NN TR used that was local to assess a NN TR 
patient. Although there were physicians available in Trois-Rivieres, Dr. Pierre 
Labonte in Montreal was their resident physician because he is a member of the 
Church of Scientology. Considering the College’s decision that Narconon is NT a 
recognized treatment and that it is unsafe, no physician in his right mind 
would approve any patient to undergo the NN TR treatment. 

 

45. The operator must have a protocol for intervention in crisis and 
emergency situations and ensure that every staff member know the protocol 
and has the skills to apply it. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 45. 
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 The only intervention we witnessed at NN TR, was when a few patients 
were looking at Narconon on the internet and a group of Scientology 
executives were called in to handle the disturbed patients. 

 

A staff member is responsible for meal preparation. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 50. 

 

 As previously stated, patients were used for meal preparation. 

 

51. The operator must draw up and apply a protocol for medication 
management, with assistance from a pharmacist under a written agreement, 
and establish control mechanisms. 

 The protocol defines measures to be taken upon a resident's admission and 
departure, and specifies procedures for the storage, conservation, 
preparation and distribution of medication, as well as management 
measures for outdated medication. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 51 

 

 

 NN R does not permit certain medications to be administered to patients, 
even though they were prescribed by their personal physician for the 
patient to cope and function normally. 

 

53. The operator must establish and apply an admission protocol specific to 
a person on replacement therapy. 

 The protocol provides in particular that the resource must, before admitting 
such a person and after obtaining the person's consent, establish written 
agreements with the person's prescribing physician and dispensing 
pharmacist and, if applicable, with the psychosocial worker monitoring the 
person, setting out the terms and conditions on which the person may 
continue that treatment during the rehabilitation stay. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 53. 

 

 There are replacement therapies, that is some cases work quite well for a 
limited time, such as Methadone and other drugs that replace illegal and 
harmful street drugs. Unfortunately, a patient even taking a prescribed 
pain killer such as Tylenol #3, with codeine, is not permitted. The NN TR 
– Scientology Tech forbids a patient to do the Objectives part of the 
Scientology Auditing Process. They claim it interferes with progress or 
what they call “Case Gain”. When in reality, it prevents the patient from 
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being brain washed through Cult-Sect manipulation and control 
techniques, which are used daily on patients. 

 

58. The operator of a resource offering a disintoxication support program 
must ensure that the severity of a new resident's withdrawal is assessed by 
qualified personnel, in accordance with recognized practices, in the 24 hours 
prior to or following admission. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 58. 

 

 This is the one of the dangers at NN TR and there have been near deaths, 
Patients being detoxed cold turkey from chronic alcoholism, with careful 
observation or being medicated with sedatives to prevent seizures, which 
can cause death. Ambulances were seen taking away patients who had 
seizures to be treated at hospital emergency.  

 

59. The operator of a resource that specifically caters to clients with 
concurrent drug addiction and mental health disorders must ensure that at 
least one staff member trained to intervene adequately with residents under 
a training program recognized in the field is present at all times on the 
premises. 

 The operator must also ensure that at least one staff member having the 
qualifications required to provide support to the intervention team with 
clients having mental health disorders is available at all times to provide 
support to the intervention team. 
 

 In addition, the operator must, for prevention purposes, draw up a crisis 
intervention plan for every resident that is suited to the resident's state of 
mental health. 

 O.C. 569-2010, s. 59. 

 

 This is a serious issue that I doubt NN TR executives (given their record 
for neglect and incompetence), would abide by or ensure on a regular 
basis. 

 

Safety and humane, professional care of patients must be first and foremost 
over an organization that has consistently demonstrated that their intentional 
and deliberate lack of compassion and care for seriously ill patients with a life 
threatening condition of addiction. The organization of Scientology in Canada, 
is a convicted criminal organization and also in the United States where 
Scientology members served prison sentences. 
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This organization reaches far past untruths and deliberate lies; they have been 
found guilty of serious crimes. I trust this Committee will take this into 
consideration when allying good judgement in their decision to deny or 
approve the Certification application of Narconon Trois-Rivieres. Please don’t 
be fooled into thinking or believing that you will receive 100% truths from the 
applicants. Please see the following. 

 

# # # 

 

 

Operation Snow White was the Church of Scientology's name for a conspiracy 
during the 1970s to purge unfavorable records about Scientology and its 
founder L. Ron Hubbard. This project included a series of infiltrations and 
thefts from 136 government agencies, foreign embassies and consulates, as 
well as private organizations critical of Scientology, carried out by Church 
members, in more than 30 countries;the single largest infiltration of the United 
States government in history with up to 5,000 covert agents.This was also the 
operation that exposed 'Operation Freakout', because this was the case that 
initiated the US government investigation of the Church. 

  

Under this program, Scientology operatives committed infiltration, wiretapping, 
and theft of documents in government offices, most notably those of the U.S. 
Internal Revenue Service. Eleven highly-placed Church executives, including 
Mary Sue Hubbard (wife of founder L. Ron Hubbard and second-in-command of 
the organization), pleaded guilty or were convicted in federal court of 
obstructing justice, burglary of government offices, and theft of documents and 
government property. The case was United States v. Mary Sue Hubbard et al., 
493 F.Supp. 

 

Background 

  

As early as 1960, L. Ron Hubbard had proposed that Scientologists should 
infiltrate government departments by taking secretarial, bodyguard or other 
jobs.[8] In the early 1970s, the Church of Scientology was increasingly 
scrutinized by US federal agencies, having already been raided by the Food and 
Drug Administration in 1963. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) claimed it 
owed millions of dollars in taxes and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
sent agents into the organization. The Church's response involved a publicity 
campaign, extensive litigation against the IRS and a program of infiltration of 
agency offices. 
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The specific branch of Scientology responsible for Operation Snow White was 
the Guardian's Office. Created in 1966 by L. Ron Hubbard himself, the 
Guardian's Office's purpose was to protect the interests of Scientology. At the 
time of Operation Snow White, the Guardian's Office had worldwide 
headquarters (Guardian’s Office WW) located at Saint Hill Manor in England. 
Headquarters in the United States (Guardian’s Office US) were in Los Angeles, 
California. A smaller office also existed in Washington, D.C. (Guardian’s Office 
DC) and other cities throughout the United States. Each of the Guardian Offices 
had five bureaus including the Information Bureau which oversaw the 
infiltration of the government. L. Ron Hubbard oversaw the Guardian's Office, 
though it was Mary Sue Hubbard, his wife, who held the title Commodore Staff 
Guardian. 

  

Several years later, in 1973, the Guardian's Office began a massive infiltration 
of governments around the world, though the primary target of the operation 
was the United States. Worried about Scientology’s long term reputation, the 
Guardian’s Office decided to infiltrate Interpol in order to obtain documents 
relating to Scientology, as well as those connecting L. Ron Hubbard to criminal 
activity. This duty was handed by Jane Kember to Henning Heldt and his staff.  

Around this time L. Ron Hubbard himself wrote Guardian Order 732, which 
called for the removal and correction of “erroneous” Scientology files. It is here 
that Operation Snow White has its origins. Though the order called for this to 
be achieved by legal means, this would quickly change. Hubbard himself would 
later be named by federal prosecutors as an "unindicted co-conspirator" for his 
part in the operation. Though extensive records of his involvement exist, many 
Scientologists claim his directives were misinterpreted by his followers. 

  

Operation Snow White would be further refined by Guardian Order 1361. 
Addressed from Jane Kember to Heldt, Duke Snider, and Richard Weigand, GO 
1361 called for, amongst other things, an infiltration of the Los Angeles and 
London offices of the IRS, and the Department of Justice. 

  

While the order was specific to the IRS, the Guardian’s Office was soon 
recruiting their own field agents to infiltrate other governmental offices, 
including the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the U.S. Coast Guard 
intelligence service, and the National Institute of Mental Health, among others, 
as well as the American Medical Association. The program called for rewards to 
be given for successful missions carried out by Scientologists. 

  

Other planned elements of the operation included petitioning governments and 
the United Nations to charge government critics of Scientology with genocide, 
on the theory that official criticism of the group constituted "deliberately 
inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 
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destruction".[citation needed] One of the sentencing memoranda in the case 
also noted that, contrary to what the defendants claimed, the programs 
planned by the Guardian's Office were not restricted to trying to remove "false 
reports" but included plans to plant false information—for instance, planting 
false records about "a cat with a pedigree name" into US security agency 
computers so that later "the creature holds a press conference and 
photographic story results." The purpose of this plan was "to hold up the 
American security to ridicule, as outlined in the GO by LRH." 

  

The start of 1974 saw a Michael Meisner appointed Assistant Guardian for 
Information in the District of Columbia (AG I DC). Meisner’s responsibilities 
included the implementation of all Information Bureau orders, programs, and 
projects within the DC area. Meisner’s supervisor at this time was Duke Snider, 
the Assistant Guardian for DC, or AG DC. This was the highest position in 
Washington’s GO office. 

  

In July 1974 Meisner was ordered by Duke Snider to implement the previously 
written plan to obtain Interpol documents, which were then located in the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury. Meisner had more to do than just this, though, as 
by August he was also taking directions from a Cindy Raymond, the GO's 
Collections Officer for the US, who ordered Meisner to assist her in finding a 
loyal Scientologist agent to gain employment at the IRS headquarters in 
Washington DC. This employee was to steal all documents dealing with 
Scientology, especially those involving current litigation by Scientology against 
the government. Meisner discussed this with Raymond for a period of a month 
before interviewing various Scientologists with no luck. A month after the order 
had been given, Raymond informed Meisner that she had selected Gerald 
Bennett Wolfe. 

 

The Church has been notably reluctant to discuss the operation's details; 
typical statements by members and operatives are often vague comments 
saying that the Guardian's Office (GO) had been "infiltrated" and "set up" to fail 
in its mission to protect the Church, that those involved were "purged" from the 
Church, without detailing what actually happened (although it has been 
suggested many of those involved and "purged" remained in important 
positions of power within the church). Church spokespersons on the Internet 
and elsewhere have been known to claim that the operatives "had done nothing 
more serious than steal photocopier paper." 

  

In 2009, Church of Scientology spokesman Tommy Davis said that the jailed 
members of Guardians Org were declared "suppressive people" (aka "SPs") by 
the Church of Scientology and had to undergo rehabilitation in order to resume 
their upper level training in the church.  
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Operation Snow White extended to Canada and resulted in legal proceedings 
against the Church. 

 

The Queen v. Church of Scientology of Toronto was a 1992 Canadian criminal 
case involving the Church of Scientology and members of the organization. It 
also involved previously untested sections of Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. 

 

 

 

An investigation into the Church of Scientology's activities in Ontario was 
begun when stolen documents from public and private agencies as well as 
information on other covert activities in Canada turned up as part of the 
evidence collected in the Operation Snow White case in the U.S. 

  

On March 3–4, 1983, police raided the Scientology headquarters in Toronto and 
seized an estimated 250,000 documents in more than 900 boxes. 

 

The trial began on April 23, 1991. 

  

It was during this case that the events that sparked the case of Hill v. Church of 
Scientology of Toronto occurred. 

 

On June 25, 1992, seven members were convicted for operations against the 
Ontario Provincial Police, the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General and the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). The Church of Scientology itself was 
convicted on two counts of breach of the public trust: infiltration of the offices 
of the Ontario Provincial Police and the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney 
General. The Church of Scientology was ordered to pay a $250,000 fine. The 
Church of Scientology became the only Canadian religious organization to be 
convicted for breaching the public trust (the term 'religious organization' being 
used loosely; the Church of Scientology is not officially recognised by the 
Canadian Government as a religion). 

 

The case was appealed in 1996 before the Court of Appeal for Ontario by the 
Church of Scientology and one of the individual defendants, Jacqueline Matz. 
The appellants advanced numerous grounds of appeal, some of which were 
abandoned at the hearing, and the remainder of which were rejected by the 
Court. 
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# # # 

 

Scientology in France: Still Guilty After All These Years - Ap. 
Court Upheld Conviction - Feb 2 2012 

 

PARIS (AP) — A French appeals court on Thursday upheld the Church of 
Scientology's 2009 fraud conviction on charges it pressured members into 
paying large sums for questionable remedies. 

 

 The case began with a legal complaint by a young woman who said she took 
out loans and spent the equivalent of €21,000 ($28,000) on books, courses and 
"purification packages" after being recruited in 1998. When she sought 
reimbursement and to leave the group, its leadership refused to allow either. 
She was among three eventual plaintiffs. 

 

 Karin Pouw, a spokeswoman for the church in Los Angeles, denounced 
Thursday's decision, calling it a "miscarriage of justice." 

 

 She said the group would appeal the decision to the Court of Cassation and 
plans to bring a complaint to the European Court of Human Rights. Another 
complaint in pending with a U.N. special rapporteur. 

 

 During the appeals process, the prosecution had asked for the church to be 
fined at least €1 million ($1.3 million) and its bookstore €500,000. But the 
appeals court on Thursday instead ordered the same fines as the trial court, 
€400,000 ($530,000) for the church and €200,000 for its bookstore. 

 

 In the original trial, prosecutors had tried to get the group disbanded in 
France, but the court declined even to take the lesser step of shutting down its 
operations, saying that French Scientologists would have continued their 
activities anyway. 

 

 "The environment in the court was so prejudicial that defense attorneys 
walked out of the proceedings in protest, refusing as a matter of conscience to 
participate in proceedings that had degenerated into a charade," Pouw said by 
phone. 

 

 While Scientology is recognized as a religion in the U.S., Sweden and Spain, it is 
not considered one under French law. 
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 Founded in 1954 by science fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, the church teaches 
that technology can expand the mind and help solve problems. It claims 10 
million members around the world, including celebrity devotees Tom Cruise 
and John Travolta. 

 

 Belgium, Germany and other European countries have been criticized by the 
U.S. State Department for labeling Scientology as a cult or sect and enacting 
laws to restrict its operations. 

 

# # #  

 

Russia Officially Bans Scientology Books, Brands Them 'Extremist' 

March 21, 2012 

 

A Moscow regional court has upheld a lower court decision from last year that 
declared books on Scientology are extremist literature and banned their 
publication and distribution, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reports. 

  

The ruling on Tuesday means books from Scientology founder L. Ron Hubbard 
and literature on Scientology is now officially on the list of banned extremist 
material in Russia.  

  

Hubbard’s books on Scientology "seek to form an isolated social group whose 
members are trained to perform their functions generally aimed against the 
rest of the world,” the court said in its ruling, according to Ria Novosti. 

  

Members of the group appealed the decision. “No other country [but Russia] 
looks for extremism in religious literature,” Scientology supporters said. 

 

Scientology, founded by Hubbard in the U.S. in the early 1950s, is one of the 
most controversial religious movements of the past century and is often 
described as a cult. Russia is not the only country that looks on it with 
suspicion: France has recognized it as a totalitarian sect, and Germany has 
deemed it unconstitutional. 

  

The battle between Russian regional courts and Scientology literature has been 
going on since 2010. 
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Narconon Dangers - Experts 
 

In 1984, a 34 year-old French woman named Jocelyne Dorfmann died from an 
untreated epilepsy crisis while undergoing treatment at a Narconon center in 
Grancey-sur-Ource (near Dijon). The assistant-director of that center was 
sentenced for lack of assistance to a person in danger and the Narconon center 
was closed. In Italy, a 33-year-old Italian female patient of the Narconon center 
in Torre dell'Orso died under similar conditions in 2002. 

 

Since its establishment, Narconon has faced considerable controversy over the 
safety and effectiveness of its rehabilitation methods and the organization's 
links to the Church of Scientology. The medical profession has been sharply 
critical of Narconon's methods, which rely on theories of drug metabolism that 
are not widely supported. Particular criticism has been directed at the therapy's 
use of vitamins (including massive doses of niacin) and extended sauna 
sessions. Although Narconon claims a success rate of over 70%, no verifiable 
evidence for this appears to have been published by the organization, and 
independent researchers have found considerably lower rates—at least one 
website critical of Narconon claims that the rates were as low as 6.6% in the 
case of a Swedish research study. 

 

State code violations 

  

Narconon facilities in California were cited repeatedly for violations by state 
inspectors. Violations included administering medication without 
authorization, having alcohol on the facility, and not having proper bedding for 
clients. Narconon has also attempted to silence opposition, including sending 
letters to neighbors of a proposed facility in Leona Valley, California 
threatening legal action for criticism. Residents of the Leona Valley were 
concerned that Narconon would increase crime. The local town council 
recommended an eight foot security fence and independent security, which was 
objected to by Narconon officials. 

 

In April 2007, it was revealed that Moscow's South District office of public 
procurator had begun an investigation into Narconon's activities in Russia. The 
Moskovsky Komsomolets daily paper reported that legal proceedings were 
begun against the head of the clinic "Narconon-Standard", for violating bans in 
Russian medical practices. Russian law enforcement became interested after 
receiving many complaints from citizens about the high fees charged by 
Narconon. The Narconon office in Bolshaya Tulskaya St., Moscow was searched, 
and documents and unidentified medications were seized.[52] 

  



173 
 

 

In April 2008, as part of an investigation in Ulyanovsk into the Church of 
Scientology, police searched a Narconon office in the town of Dimitrovgrad. 

 

The safety - or lack of it - of Narconon's programme has been a serious cause of 
concern for nearly 30 years. As discussed in "Hubbard's Junk Science", the 
Narconon detoxification programme is based on unproven (and disproved) 
theories. Unfortunately for Narconon's clients, some of those theories and 
practices have significant risks and have attracted strong criticism from the 
medical profession as a result. In this context, it is worth noting that Narconon 
requires its clients to sign a "Release of Liability, Indemnity Agreement and 
Contract". An earlier version of this document was examined in the 1974 report 
commissioned by the California Department of Health: 

 

The most interesting form is entitled "Legal Contract for Narconon 
Rehabilitation Program." (See attachment.) Among other things this document 
specifies that the Narconon service "is spiritual guidance not intended to 
diagnose or treat human ailments of body or mind by other than spiritual 
means." It additionally specifies that the "service which is subject to this 
agreement is open to anyone who: a. does not have a purely medical illness 
which would be curable within the skills of a physical practitioner; b. does not 
have a history or record of institutionalization in an insane asylum or similar 
place; c. is not connected with any person or group of known antagonism 
towards Narconon; d. enrolls on his own determinism and not on orders of any 
other group or person; e. will use the knowledge gained to help others in the 
understanding that one has to help others to help himself; f. is willing to abide 
by the rules governing the program as such may be made known to him in HCO 
(HCO presumably means Hubbard Communication Office) Policy letters and 
other authorized publications; g. is not using this service to try to cure an 
illness."  

 

Item 7 and 9 of the preceding agreement essentially relieves Narconon of any 
actual or potential legal claim of any sort under any circumstances and in 
perpetuity. Item 11 "expressly waives the prohibitions of Section 1542 of the 
Civil Code of California," i.e., certain claims not affected by general release. 

["Outline for recovery, House Evaluation" - by Forrest S. Tennant, Jr., M.D., 
Dr.P.H., Jane Thomas, R.N., Mike Reilly, and Joseph Shannon, M.D., M.P.H. 
Submitted to Don Z. Miller, Deputy Director, Health Treatment System, State 
Department of Health, Sacramento, CA, on 31 Oct 1974] 

 

It is worth pointing out that the disclaimer quoted above is virtually identical to 
its Scientology equivalent, even down to the use of Scientology jargon 
("determinism") and references to Scientology policy letters. 
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There are a number of key concerns regarding Narconon's safety, which have 
from time to time been major factors in the termination or recommendation of 
termination of Narconon programmes. These are: 

 

By far the most contentious element of the Narconon programme is the New 
Life Detoxification Program, Narconon's equivalent of the Scientology 
Purification Rundown. This uses a combination of exercise (preferably running), 
lengthy periods in a sauna and massive doses of vitamins and nutritional 
supplements, notably niacin and oils. This is supposed to drive "stored" drugs 
out of body fat but there is little convincing evidence that it actually does this, 
or that it is even possible to do what it is supposed to do. More worryingly, 
there is strong evidence that all three elements are potentially or actually risky. 

 

Running may not be safe for all, particularly those with weak hearts (perhaps 
weakened by drug abuse).  

   

Sauna periods are far beyond what is recommended as safe. Ordinarily, one is 
strongly advised not to stay in a sauna for longer than about 15-30 minutes. 
Narconon's clients stay in the sauna for up to five hours at temperatures of up 
to 80C (170F), ten times longer than the recommended maximum. This poses 
major risks for health; such a lengthy period of extreme heat can easily lead to 
hyperthermia, heat exhaustion, salt or potassium depletion, heat stroke and 
breathing difficulties, which could prove highly dangerous for asthma 
sufferers. Indeed, Hubbard's book Clear Body Clear Mind, upon which the 
programme is based and which the supervisors are required to study, includes 
a list of actions to be taken in the case of overheating, salt or potassium 
depletion or heat stroke. Such risks would be far less likely if the use of the 
sauna was not so excessive. It is for this reason that the Californian 
government's Department of Industrial Relations has declared the use of the 
Hubbard method to be "inappropriate" for dealing with occupational asthma. 
[See http://www.dir.ca.gov/imc/asthma.html]  

   

Vitamin "bombs" risk poisoning their users. The State of Oklahoma's examiners 
reported in 1991 that "The use of high amounts of vitamins and minerals in the 
amounts described administered by Narconon can be potentially dangerous to 
the patients of Narconon according to the more credible medical evidence ..." 
Many of the dosages set by Hubbard far exceed the recommended maximum 
intakes set by the United States Institute of Medicine's Food and Nutrition 
Board (FNB). Typically, Hubbard's dosages have not been amended for decades, 
despite the advance of medical and scientific knowledge; the Scientologists are 
required (by Hubbard's own instructions) not to alter his doctrines, even where 
they conflict with proven science. The Food and Nutrition Board is responsible 
for setting recommended dietary allowances (RDAs) and upper limits (ULs), the 
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maximum level of daily nutrient intake that is likely to pose no risk of adverse 
effects. In almost every single case, Hubbard recommends dosages well above 
the safe limits, in some cases as much as 142 times more than the toxic level. 
The side effects of such huge overdoses range from liver damage, hair loss, 
brain swelling and nausea up to fatal heart and respiratory failure. The 
following table shows the levels recommended by Hubbard and the FNB, and 
the proven consequences of dosages beyond the FNB's upper limits. 

 

Vitamins 

NIACIN 

Dosages Hubbard 

100mg-5,000mg 

RDA * 

14 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

35 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Overdoses of Niacin can be extremely dangerous: 

At doses of over 50mg, niacin (nicotinic acid) may 

cause transient itching, flushing, tingling, or 

headache. Niacinamide in the form that occurs 

naturally in the body (nicotinamide) is free of these 

effects. Large doses of niacin may cause nausea 

and may aggravate a peptic ulcer. Side effects may 

be reduced by taking the drug on a full stomach. At 

doses of over 2g daily (which have been used to 

treat hyperlipidaemia) there is a risk of gout, liver 

damage, and high blood sugar levels, leading to 

extreme thirst. 

[John A. Henry, British Medical Association New 
Guide to Medicines and Drugs, 2000 edition] 

Hubbard completely misunderstood what niacin 

does to the body - an issue explored more fully in 

"Hubbard's Junk Science" - and deprecated 

nicotinamide as "worthless" because it did not 

produce the symptoms which he misinterpreted as 

being desirable indicators. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

VITAMIN A 

Dosages Hubbard 

5,000 IU - 50,000 IU 

RDA * 

700-900 µg 

Upper limit 

* 

3,000 µg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Excessive intake of vitamin A is toxic, at dosages of 

around 20-25,000 IU daily. The symptoms include 

brain swelling, weakened bones, conjunctivitis, 

cirrhosis of the liver, hair loss, diarrhoea, insomnia 

and fever.  

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

VITAMIN C 

http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~dst/Narconon/junkscience.htm
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Dosages Hubbard 

250-1,000mg - 5,000-

6,000mg 

RDA * 

75-90 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

2000 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Gastrointestinal disturbances, kidney stones, 

excess iron absorption. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

VITAMIN D 

Dosages Hubbard 

400-2000 IU 

RDA * 

5-15 µg 

Upper limit 

* 

50 µg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Disturbance of calcium metabolism, producing 

hypercalcaemia - i.e. dangerously raised blood 

calcium concentrations leading to raised blood 

pressure, the possibility of brain damage, and 

kidney damage. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

VITAMIN E 

Dosages Hubbard 

800 IU - 2,400 IU 

RDA * 

15 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

1,000 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

May include hemorrhagic toxicity. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

[Data from Hubbard, Clear Body Clear Mind, and United States Food and Nutrition Board, 

"Dietary Reference Intakes: Vitamins", 
<http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtablevitamins

.pdf>] 

 

Minerals 

CALCIUM 

Dosages Hubbard 

500-3000 mg 

RDA * 

1,000-1,300 

mg 

Upper limit 

* 

2,500 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Kidney stones, hypercalcemia, milk alkali 

syndrome, renal insufficiency, constipation, 

palpitations, reduced iron and zinc absorption. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

COPPER 

Dosages Hubbard 

2-12 mg 

RDA * 

0.9 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

10 mg 

http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtablevitamins.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtablevitamins.pdf
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Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Gastrointestinal distress, liver and kidney damage, 

destruction of red blood cells (haemolytic 

anaemia). 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

IRON 

Dosages Hubbard 

18-108 mg 

RDA * 

9-18 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

45 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Gastrointestinal distress, significantly raised risk of 

heart disease, diabetes and cancer. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

MAGNESIUM 

Dosages Hubbard 

250-1500 mg 

RDA * 

310-420 mg 

Upper limit 

* 

350 mg 

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Adverse effects rare, but can occur in people with 

impaired kidney functions. Symptoms include 

nausea, vomiting, dizziness, muscle weakness. 

Very large increases can cause fatal respiratory or 

heart failure. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

MANGANESE 

Dosages Hubbard 

4-24 mg 

RDA * 

1.8-2.3 mg  

Upper limit 

* 

11 mg  

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Elevated blood concentration and neurotoxicity, 

producing Parkinson's-like symptoms. Individuals 

with cirrhosis (liver damage), such as alcoholics, 

may not be able to properly excrete manganese. 

Manganese supplements can also cause severe 

hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) in diabetics. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

ZINC 

Dosages Hubbard 

15-90 mg  

RDA * 

8-11 mg  

Upper limit 

* 

40 mg  

Adverse 

effects of 

overdose 

Affects metabolism of iron and copper, leading to 

nausea, vomiting, fever. 

* daily dosage, adult males & females 

[Data from Hubbard, Clear Body Clear Mind, and United States Food and Nutrition Board, 
"Dietary Reference Intakes: Minerals", 

<http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtablemineral
s.pdf>] 

http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtableminerals.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/iom/iomhome.nsf/WFiles/webtablevitamins/$file/webtableminerals.pdf
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Another significant concern that has been raised by studies of Narconon's 
programme has been the quality of the staff. The State of Oklahoma's 
examiners reported that  

 

Narconon employs staff inadequately educated and trained in the care and 
treatment of drug and alcohol abuse clients. Such a practice endangers the 
safety, health and/or the physical or mental well being of the clients of 
Narconon ...  

Narconon hires former students to work at Narconon-Chilocco immediately 
upon graduation and the former students work directly with the present 
students. While former patients of drug and alcohol rehabilitation clinics can be 
employed in such clinics after graduation, the former patient's recovery from 
his addiction should be established with more passage of time to ensure 
sobriety and to avoid putting patients in contact with addicts who are not fully 
recovered. This practice could negatively impact the safety and effectiveness of 
the program. 

["Findings of Fact regarding the Narconon-Chilocco Application For Certification 
by the Board of Mental Health", State of Oklahoma, 13 December 1991] 

 

There is some anecdotal evidence to support in practice the Oklahomans' 
concern about the suitability of the individuals hired by Narconon. The 
organisation's hiring practices were strongly criticised in an open letter 
published on the Internet in 2002, written by an ex-staff member at Narconon 
Southern California who had been treated and subsequently worked there from 
June 2000 to about February 2001: 

 

[S]everal of the staff members [at Narconon Southern California] relapsed while 
working at Narconon and Narconon Southern California admitted for treatment 
numerous staff members from the Narconon facilities in Northern California 
and Oklahoma who had relapsed while working at those facilities. 

 

Narconon patients are heavily pressured in to become staff members upon 
graduation. ... When I returned to Narconon as a patient in December of 2000, I 
was immediately put to work at the Narconon facility as a "detoxification 
specialist". I had no medical training, was not at all familiar with how to care 
for and treat people detoxifying from drugs and alcohol, yet worked several 
hours a day performing such duties. I had added to my list of duties computer 
work because of my background in the Internet. Working 12-hour shifts as both 
a detoxification specialist and online marketer for Narconon, I spent no time 
working on any of the methods Narconon claimed would help my rehabilitation. 
Concerned over this and the financial situation I was falling in to being unable 
to get a job or support myself, I was pressured by Narconon staff members to 
sign a contract to work for them. Already having worked 12 hours a day, 6 days 
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a week for no reimbursement from Narconon and being told my work on their 
behalf was part of my "rehabilitation program", I had no money and my family 
was having trouble supporting me. Finally, Narconon staff members told me 
working long-term for them was the only solution and the only way I would get 
paid for the work I was doing. Hesitantly but succumbing to intense pressure 
from the staff at Narconon, I signed the 5-year employment and obligation 
contract so as to finally get reimbursed for the work I had already done for 
them. Furthermore, I was told that it was my duty to work for them. Narconon 
staff members told me I would relapse if I went to work anywhere else and 
tried to live life on my own. They told me I was indebted to them for my 
sobriety and therefore owed them at least several years of work. 

[Open letter to California Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs, 20 
January 2002 - 
<http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=keiv6uktalkkmqp0uat8qoigvird595uf
s%404ax.com&oe=UTF-8&output=gplain>] 

 

In addition, the fact that most Narconon staff have only basic training in 
medical matters means that they may not be able to properly recognise serious 
medical symptoms. A (usually Scientologist) doctor gives written clearance to 
individuals to undergo the "detoxification" process, but the process itself is 
supervised by a non-medical individual known as the "New Life Detoxification 
Program In-Charge". In 1974, this was such a major concern to the California 
State Department of Health's inspection team that it recommended that 
"detoxification procedures should be stopped on the premises since their 
procedures are without proper medical supervision and may be dangerous." A 
similar concern was raised by the State of Oklahoma's team in 1991, which 
pointed out that the lack of medical expertise could lead to symptoms being 
missed or misdiagnosed. 

 

Training courses 

 

The Detoxification Program In-Charge has to undergo a training course, which 
is one of the few documents to have leaked out of Narconon, albeit in an 
incomplete form. The "New Life Detoxification Program In-Charge Course" is 
effectively a Scientology training document - it is very similar to the 
"Purification Rundown Program In-Charge Course" used by the Church of 
Scientology - and is copyrighted by the Church of Spiritual Technology in its 
business alias of the "L. Ron Hubbard Library". It gives a unique insight into the 
training given to Narconon staff members. 

 

The course requires the trainee to have done the "Narconon Withdrawal 
Specialist Course" - a Withdrawal Specialist is a supervisor of Narconon's Drug-
Free Withdrawal programme, trained in the proper regime of vitamins (as 
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defined by Hubbard) and in the use of "touch assists", a form of Scientology 
faith healing. Like other Narconon courses, it is conducted using Hubbard's 
"study technology". The entire course takes "One week full time (8 hours per 
day, five days per week)." 

 

The first element which the trainee has to study is Hubbard's "Study Lectures", 
starting with "Studying: Introduction". (This lecture, incidentally, is undeniably 
Scientology, being littered with Scientology jargons and concepts; it is a 
Scientology practitioner's training course borrowed from Hubbard's "Saint Hill 
Special Briefing Course" and is listed as one of the "Scientology Books and 
Materials" on the official Scientology website. See 
<http://www.scientology.org/wis/WISENG/42/64.htm>). The trainee has to 
demonstrate "What fixed opinions have to do with judgment". The ostensible 
purpose of this question is to encourage the trainee to be receptive to new 
ideas; Hubbard deprecates "know it alls" who rely on received wisdom. In 
practice, as the lecture itself makes clear, the aim is to encourage the trainee to 
dispense with "theoretical" knowledge gleaned from books or lectures that 
might contradict Hubbard's "practical" (but pseudoscientific) knowledge. It is 
almost certainly no coincidence that this particular element of an hour-long 
lecture should be virtually the first item studied by trainees, as it would put the 
trainee in an appropriate frame of mind to ingest the rest of Hubbard's 
pseudoscience - the thought that "this can't be right" would be put aside as 
being an inappropriate "fixed opinion". 

 

The next lecture to be studied (another Scientology lecture from the Saint Hill 
Special Briefing Course) is "Studying: Data Assimilation", with the trainee 
required to demonstrate "Why a subject might seem incomprehensible". This 
refers to Hubbard's doctrine that "THE ONLY REASON A PERSON GIVES UP A 
STUDY OR BECOMES CONFUSED OR UNABLE TO LEARN IS BECAUSE HE HAS 
GONE PAST A WORD THAT WAS NOT UNDERSTOOD" (How to Use a Dictionary, 
p. 282; capitalization as in the original.) In other words, a concept is not 
incomprehensible because it is badly worded, or incorrect, or simply 
nonsensical; it occurs because the terminology is not understood by the 
student. This sets up the next stage of the trainee's appropriate frame of mind: 
all disagreement is dismissed as misunderstanding, making Hubbard's 
pseudoscientific statements infallible. For instance, he claims that radiation is 
stored in the body and can be flushed out, making the person practically 
immune even to a nuclear war. If that concept is rejected, as it ought to be, the 
reason (to the Scientologists) is not that the statement itself is wrong, but 
merely that the person studying it has failed to understand it. 

 

The third lecture on the course (Scientology again) is "A Summary of Study", 
requiring the trainee to demonstrate "Why, when you have detached the 
significance from the action and separated these two things apart, you can have 
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schooling but you can't have education." Hubbard makes the point that 
theoretical knowledge (the "significance") is distinct from the practical 
knowledge (the "action" or "doingness") but they should not be separated, as 
otherwise they become useless on their own. In the example given in the In-
Charge Course, the trainee is required to know both the theoretical basis of the 
New Life Detoxification Program and its practical application. 

 

The next section could best be described as the practical element of the course, 
as it requires the student to "handle" various situations that might be 
encountered in supervising the detoxification programme. Some are clearly 
medical: 

 

9. DEMO: 

 

a. What actions you could take if a person was feeling too warm, feeling faint, 
or if his body temperature got too high while in the sauna. 

 

b. Why it is advisable NOT to fall asleep in the sauna. 

 

10. DEMO: Why it is important that one drink plenty of liquid while on the 
program. 

 

27. DEMO: Why a person's liquid intake must be sufficiently large to 
compensate for the liquid lost through sweating. 

 

33. DEMO: Why a woman should not do the New Life Detoxification Program 
during pregnancy or while she is breast-feeding a child. 

 

Other items are possible scenarios involving interaction with Narconon's 
clients: 

 

31. DRILL: Write-up how you would handle each of the following situations as 
the New Life Detoxification Program I/C: 

 

a. A person with a history of taking drugs heavily over a number of years is 
beginning the New Life Detox Program. He only wants to do the program for 2½ 
hours per day. 
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b. A student on the New Life Detox Program reports that after 3 hours in the 
sauna he becomes tired and gets no further gain. 

 

c. A student on the program appears to be suffering from a vitamin deficiency. 

 

d. A student originates that he feels he has fully completed the program but is 
not yet up to taking 5000 mg of niacin. 

 

e. A person on the New Life Detoxification Program originates he is complete. 
You read his daily report and find he has experienced drug reactions on the 
program that day. 

 

f. A person turns on a severe reaction during his time in the sauna one day. The 
next day he states that he does not want to continue the program. 

 

The first block of actions quoted above are virtually all of the items which 
could be described as "medical"; virtually all of the rest of the course relates to 
the programme's delivery and administration. Many of the items in this section 
instruct the trainee in the pseudoscience behind the detoxification programme, 
notably Hubbard's claims that radiation accumulates in the body; one of the 
items to be studied is "The New Life Detoxification Program and Atomic War", 
an adaptation of a Hubbard bulletin which informs Scientologists that 
detoxification can make them immune to atomic fallout. The trainee is required 
to demonstrate "What is meant by the cumulative effect of radiation and how 
ridding a body of radiation lessens the effect of any future exposure to it." 

 

Section D requires the trainee to read and comprehend sections of Hubbard's 
book Clear Body, Clear Mind, specifically the foreword, introduction and 
appendix. These selections are significant. The introduction, by Narconon's 
medical advisor (and Scientologist) Dr. Megan Shields, waxes lyrical about the 
Purification programme: 

 

No breakthrough was made at all until L. Ron Hubbard attacked this problem 
head-on ... 

 

The Purification program developed by L. Ron Hubbard is the only procedure of 
its kind and it is the only detoxification program that actually works. This 
program is one of the major discoveries of our times. It is also one of the most 
vital actions that must be done to salvage a civilization that is dying from the 
devastating effects of drugs and toxins. 

[Megan G. Shields M.D., in Hubbard, Clear Body, Clear Mind] 
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The appendix is a series of anonymised "success stories" praising the 
programme's effectiveness in "running out" such things as drugs, industrial 
toxins, Agent Orange and even nuclear fallout. One of the latter comes from a 
native of Utah exposed to fallout from the Nevada atomic tests: 

 

It should be noted what happened one night in the sauna. After I had been in 
there for some three hours I turned on a tremendous amount of radiation. 
There was no redness with the niacin, merely the tremendous heat and pain I 
felt when I got a good deal of radiation from atomic blasts in 1953. I almost 
died from radiation burns at that time. I received a great deal of atomic 
radiation from drinking water that had been filled with fallout. In the sauna I 
experienced the full return of that moment. I felt the grief and the anger and 
the pain and the swelling of the face and the blisters and the pain through to 
the bones. I then went back into the sauna and was able to “blow off” a good 
deal of this feeling by further sauna exposure. 

 

I feel I have now run out all the drugs and the extreme radiation that I was 
exposed to in this lifetime. I regained my affinity for people and have a greater 
love and tolerance for them as a result of the drugs being removed. There have 
been times on this program when I felt such exhilaration and felt the way I felt 
when I was a kid . . . My energy level has picked up tremendously. 

 

My friends that I grew up with have not been so fortunate. The atomic tests or 
the fallout from those tests in Nevada, falling on Utah, have done such a great 
deal of damage to so many lives. Some of my friends in Utah are dead as a 
result of those tests. My life would have gone by the boards if I had not had this 
program. There is a deep sense of gratitude to L. Ron Hubbard for this 
program. H.J. 

[in Hubbard, Clear Body, Clear Mind, p. 85] 

 

This happens to be none other than Heber Jentszch, President of the Church of 
Scientology International, who can hardly be described as an unbiased assessor 
of the programme's virtues. The evident aim of this section of the In-Charge 
Course is to convince the trainee of the programme's effectiveness. 

 

The final third of the course focuses on managing the clients undergoing the 
detoxification programme, ensuring that the proper paperwork is done and 
forms are signed. This includes taking care of the "legal rudiments" (sic), such 
as: 
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11. *Read the section in the manual entitled "Release of Liability, Indemnity 
Agreement and Contract." 

 

12. *Read the section in the manual entitled "Medical Declaration for 
Participation in the Narconon New Life Detoxification Program." 

 

19. c. Ensure the participant has signed the legal waivers used by Narconon for 
persons doing the program. 

 

d. Ensure the participant receives a physical examination by a qualified medical 
doctor and written medical okay to do the program. 

 

Scientology is very careful to provide legal protection for itself, and this trait 
appears to have been passed on to Narconon. Scientology's Purification 
Rundown likewise requires a prior examination by a qualified medical doctor 
and legal waivers to be signed. In the Scientology version, the waiver requires 
its signatory to "AGREE TO ACCEPT ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN 
RISKS OF INJURY, LOSS OR DAMAGE" (capitalisation in original), "AGREE NOT 
TO MAKE CLAIMS AGAINST, SUE, ATTACH THE PROPERTY OF, OR PROSECUTE 
the Church [and its employees] ... for physical, mental or emotional injury or 
property damage resulting from the negligence or other acts, howsoever 
caused, of any Releasee or of any employee, agent or contractor of the Church, 
its affiliates, or other Releasee, in any way relating to my participation in the 
Service" and indemnify them "from all actions, claims or demands I, my heirs, 
distributees, guardians, legal representatives or assigns now have or may 
hereafter have for physical, mental or emotional injury or property damage 
resulting in any way from my participation in the Service." It is not clear 
whether Narconon or Scientology clarify the risks to those undergoing the 
purification/detoxification programmes. Since Hubbard himself plays down, 
misunderstands or simply doesn't mention many of the risks, it is doubtful that 
those managing his programmes take a more rigorous approach. The California 
State Board of Health team observed in its 1974 report that 

 

We were not provided with and must presume that there is no informed 
consent document specifying the risks involved in withdrawal from 
hypnotics/tranquilizer medications such as convulsive episodes during 
barbiturate withdrawal [even though] the legal contract described above 
apparently relieves Narconon of any legal responsibilities for any such risk. 

["Outline for recovery, House Evaluation" - by Forrest S. Tennant, Jr., M.D., 
Dr.P.H., Jane Thomas, R.N., Mike Reilly, and Joseph Shannon, M.D., M.P.H. 
Submitted to Don Z. Miller, Deputy Director, Health Treatment System, State 
Department of Health, Sacramento, CA, on 31 Oct 1974] 
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A significant problem identified by the State of Oklahoma's investigative team 
in 1991 was the use of Narconon's own clients in the delivery of the Narconon 
programme: 

 

Narconon permits clients under treatment for drug and alcohol abuse to handle 
and provide medications to fellow Narconon clients, to supervise the sauna 
treatment of fellow Narconon clients, and to supervise Narconon clients with 
psychiatric disorders. Such practices endanger the client's health and safety 
and are not in accord with acceptable drug and alcohol treatment.  

 

Part of the Narconon treatment program involves touch assists between 
patients. Touch assists involve massages between patients in rooms by 
themselves. Narconon has both male and female patients who are involved in 
the drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. This practice of touch assists 
could likely lead to improper sexual contact between drug addicts or alcoholics 
in the process of recovery. An accepted standard in such programs is for the 
patients to keep their hands to themselves. The practice of touch assists 
between male and female patients who are recovering drug addicts or 
alcoholics in private rooms renders the program unsafe in this respect. 

["Findings of Fact regarding the Narconon-Chilocco Application For Certification 
by the Board of Mental Health", State of Oklahoma, 13 December 1991] 

 

This is, in fact, a standard Scientology practice which in its Scientology context 
is known as "co-auditing", where two trainee Scientologists cooperate in 
"auditing" each other. Significantly, it is also used in Scientology's own drug 
rehabilitation course: 

 

[T]wo people pair up and work with each other on drills ... on a co-audit, 
meaning cooperative auditing, basis. (Auditing is the application of Scientology 
processes to another for his benefit.) Students study, drill and then audit many 
different processes on each other, helping another and being helped in return 
to become more in present time and oriented to the environment, all of which 
can greatly raise a person’s potential for success. 

["Answers to Drugs" - <http://www.scientologyhandbook.org/sh7_3.htm>] 

 

This provides another illustration of how Narconon's practices are informed 
more by Scientology's beliefs than by recognised practice in dealing with 
addiction. 

 

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE PURIFICATION RUNDOWN 
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by David Hogg, M.D. 

 

This analysis will only cover some of the statements Hubbard puts forward 
concerning certain aspects of biochemistry and medicine. Many of his other 
statements I consider fallacious or even mendacious, but they will not be 
subjected to criticism here. 

 

1. LSD 

 

Hubbard makes many statements concerning this drug, all of which serve to 
illustrate his overwhelming ignorance of biochemistry. 

 

"As it has been stated that it only takes one millionth of an ounce of LSD to 
produce a drugged condition and because it is basically wheat rust which 
simply cuts off circulation, my original thinking on this over the years was that 
LSD sticks around in the body. That basically is the idea underlying the original 
Sweat Program. The remedy given was to sweat it out. From the most recent 
research developments, it now appears that not only LSD but other chemical 
poisons and toxins, preservatives, pesticides, etc., as well as medical drugs and 
the long list of heavy street drugs... can lodge in the tissues and remain in the 
body for years." 

 

Firstly, LSD is a chemical. It is thought to act by a direct effect on brain cells, 
perhaps by blocking the action of a neurotransmitter (a chemical messenger in 
the brain) known as Serotonin. this blockade may affect the brain adversely, 
causing the various hallucinogenic effects of the drug. 

 

Hubbard claims that LSD "cuts off circulation". In fact, it does nothing of the 
sort; neither the output of blood from the heart nor its passage through any of 
the blood vessels in the body is affected. LSD affects only the brain, not the 
circulation. 

 

Wheat rust is a virus which causes an infection of wheat; it has absolutely 
nothing in common with LSD either chemically or biologically. How Hubbard 
ever made the connection between the two is very puzzling; the fact that the 
two are linked together at all is evidence of his poor understanding of the 
subject. 

 

There is no evidence at all that LSD or any of the other street drugs Hubbard 
mentions "lodge in the tissues for years". Indeed, these drugs, being water 
soluble, are excreted quickly. This is due to the fact that the body is mainly 
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water. The drugs dissolve in the water and then are rapidly excreted from the 
body in the urine. (In view of this, Hubbard's claim that "trips during the 
program" (p.15) should be treated with "extra vitamin B complex and vitamin C" 
is seen to be false; you can't treat what isn't there.) 

 

2. Fats and Oils 

 

The only substances which Hubbard lists correctly as being stored in the 
tissues are pesticides. However, Hubbard has no idea how this occurs. He 
states: 

 

"There is no such thing as a fat cell" (p.8) 

 

This is incorrect. Hubbard might have merely consulted a basic medical text to 
realize this. The human body, like any complex living organism, is composed of 
cells. In the body, these cells are specialized for various functions; nerve cells, 
which relay messages to and from the brain; red blood cells, which carry 
oxygen to the body; and so on. The body stores fat in specialized fat cells. 
Hubbard, although claiming a good deal of knowledge of biology, does not even 
appreciate this very basic concept. 

 

Hubbard then claims that to "clean up" fat tissue in the body, it is necessary to 
replace the fat broken down by exercise with an external source of oil. He is 
wrong on several counts. 

 

Firstly, the body contains none of the street drugs stored in body tissues as 
Hubbard claims. The only exception to this is the active ingredient of 
marijuana; it may be stored in fat cells for as long as one to two months before 
it is finally excreted. It is not, as Hubbard claims, stored for years. LSD crystals 
do not exist at all in the body. Thus the "drug residues" which Hubbard bases 
most of his program on, simply do not exist. 

 

Secondly, in order to rid the body of these drugs and toxins, Hubbard proposes 
to break down body fat. In the short term, this would actually increase the 
toxicity of such substances as pesticides because they would be released into 
the bloodstream as fat is broken down. The only instance of this occurring is in 
several species of birds exposed to DDT during the summer. In the winter, as 
the birds used up their body fat due to the lack of food, many died due to DDT 
poisoning. Fortunately, the levels of such substances are not high enough in the 
human population to cause such an effect; nonetheless, Hubbard's method of 
"cleansing" is certainly not medically sound. 
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Finally, Hubbard states that oil should be consumed to provide more fat to 
replace that which is broken down. In fact, oil is not necessary to make fat; the 
body may synthesize fat perfectly naturally from carbohydrates instead, as is 
evidenced by the number of obese candy lovers. 

 

3. Vitamin Deficiencies 

 

Hubbard's complete lack of medical knowledge is best demonstrated here. 

 

Some introductory comments first. Hubbard states that alcohol "burns up" 
vitamin B1 and thus leads to the DTs. This is incorrect. Alcohol itself causes, in 
sufficient dose and following withdrawal, a clinical syndrome known as 
delirium tremens or the DTs. This syndrome is due to a sudden lack of alcohol 
in an addict of this drug; it is best characterized as a severe alcohol withdrawal 
reaction. Many alcoholics eat poorly and thus become deficient in thiamin or 
vitamin B1. They do not burn up this vitamin, they simply run out of it. They 
develop a neuralgic syndrome known as Wernicke-Korsakoff disease which will 
not be discussed here but which is much different from the DTs. 

 

Following this, Hubbard claims that LSD and other street drugs burn up several 
vitamins. There is no evidence that this occurs. No vitamin deficiencies are due 
to a toxic effect of street drugs; what actually occurs is that many addicts eat 
very poorly and thus fail to consume the proper amount of vitamins. 
Deficiencies of these vitamins then develop, not due to the drugs themselves, 
but rather to the social situations which they create. The solution obviously lies 
in a discontinuation of the drug taking behavior and resumption of a proper 
diet. 

 

4. Niacin 

 

Hubbard devotes special attention to this vitamin and makes many statements 
concerning it, almost all of which are incorrect. 

 

He first claims it "releases L.S.D. crystals into the system". As discussed earlier, 
there are no LSD crystals stored at all in the body anyway so this statement 
concerning this effect of niacin is incorrect. 

 

Next, he states that, "Niacin's biochemical reaction is my own private, personal 
discovery". In fact, niacin was discovered about the turn of the century and its 
lack, which leads to a syndrome known as pellagra, was elucidated in the early 
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1900's. Niacin's action, as an important constituent in many of the body's 
chemical reactions, has been studied since that time by several notable 
biochemists; Hubbard is not among them. He has made no contribution to the 
field, has published no work pertaining to the substance and his claim that 
niacin is a "private personal discovery" is a total lie. 

 

When given as a medication, Niacin may cause a direct effect on blood vessels 
of the skin causing them to dilate. This will be seen clinically as in itching, 
flushing sensation which passes quickly. Hubbard claims however that it is 
really "running out" sunburn or radiation. This is simply ridiculous; radiation, 
be it sunlight or otherwise, is not stored in the body as a chemical substance is, 
but is simply converted to some other sort of energy such as heat, or causes 
some tissue damage (i.e. sunburn). (Try catching a glass of sunlight!) It cannot 
therefore be "run out." 

 

Niacin in the body is converted to a substance known as nicotinamide 
(tradename Niacinamide). Hubbard claims that this compound is worthless. He 
is incorrect again; in fact, nicotinamide given as a drug simply obviates the 
body's need to convert niacin to nicotinamide, and avoids the side effects of 
niacin. 

 

It is of historical note that no one received a Nobel prize in 1973 for "curing 
insanity with niacin", as Hubbard claims. 

 

5. Medical Risks of the Program 

 

Hubbard attempts to cover himself as concerns the risks of the program by 
stating that: 

 

"This program can be strenuous and should not be undertaken by anyone who 
has a weak heart or who is anemic." 

 

His methods of clinical investigation, however, are highly questionable both 
medically and legally. He states that the "Medical Officer" who is "trained" may 
test applicants to the program for these problems. Many years of training are 
required to detect heart disease in some individuals. The medical officers in the 
various Orgs have no such training; Hubbard, by implying that they do, is 
perpetrating a medical fraud which may be highly dangerous to some people 
engaging in this program. For example, a patient with unsuspected coronary 
artery disease who is subjected to the stresses demanded of him in this 
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combination of exercise and sauna stands a significant chance of suffering a 
heart attack. 

 

It should be further noted that Hubbard gives as second choice a qualified 
medical doctor to check the applicant before embarking on the program; an MD 
is to be consulted only in the absence of a "medical officer". 

 

Hubbard also states that the dose of niacin, which is given initially at 100mg a 
day, should be steadily increased. He then states: 

 

"The other vitamins would have to be increased proportionately to Niacin at the 
same time the Niacin is increased..." 

 

This may be dangerous to the person concerned. Probably most of the vitamins 
Hubbard recommends are harmless, even if they do none of the things he 
claims they do. However, vitamins A and D, if taken in large doses, may be quite 
harmful. 

 

High levels of vitamin D may lead to a sudden increase in blood calcium. This 
will lead to symptoms of decreased appetite, nausea and vomiting, memory 
loss, decreased level of consciousness progressing to coma, and in infants, 
mental retardation. Kidney damage may also occur which is often not reversible 
on discontinuing the vitamin. Bone disease, with weakening and fractures, also 
occurs concomitantly. 

 

Large amounts of vitamin A may lead to severe toxicity including a rise in the 
pressure of the fluid surrounding the brain, leading to headaches, visual 
disturbances and seizures. Even more worrisome is the fact that in animals, 
vitamin A leads to malformed offspring when fed to the pregnant mother. 

 

Finally, Hubbard seems to feel that any drugs are dangerous, as he lumps them 
with street drugs and other poisons in his introductory section. Many people 
depend on certain drugs to maintain the function of their heart or other vital 
organs. In the case of these people, an instruction or even suggestion to cease 
taking their medications could be fatal. 

 

In summary, Hubbard is a very ignorant man. He consistently demonstrates a 
complete and at times dangerous lack of knowledge concerning biochemistry, 
physics, and medicine. His theories are based on fallacies and lies; there is no 
scientific data to support any of them. 

 



191 
 

 

Furthermore, his program not only fails to deliver what it promises, but may 
actually be detrimental to the health of those taking it. 

 

As such, it cannot be recommended that anyone take this program.  

 

Any therapy which aims to modify the workings of the body - which Narconon 
clearly does, principally through its detoxification process - necessarily has to 
rely on having a good scientific basis for its methodology. Narconon fails badly 
on this score. As is discussed in more detail in "Hubbard's Junk Science", 
Narconon's therapy is based on a ramshackle assortment of unproven and 
physically impossible theories of drug effects and rehabilitation. To make 
matters worse, those who deliver Narconon's courses - individuals who are 
invariably either Scientologists or graduates of Narconon - have been 
encouraged to develop an unquestioning trust of Hubbard's theories, which are 
treated as infallible. Worse still, as those theories are officially part of the 
"sacred scriptures" of the Church of Scientology, they are not subject to the 
normal scientific process and. By Hubbard's express orders, they cannot be 
modified even if new medical evidence shows them to be untrue or unsafe. 

 

This presents real risks to Narconon's clients. As "Dangerous Detoxification" 
explains, the Hubbard therapy relies on massive overdoses of vitamins and 
minerals, often as much as ten times more than the safe limits. Toxic side-
effects such as the intense and uncomfortable flushes caused by niacin 
overdoses are regarded as desirable, thanks to Hubbard's misunderstanding of 
what actually causes such symptoms. Other side-effects are interpreted as 
being the result of toxins being sweated out, even though all the medical 
evidence points to sweat being only a very minor mechanism in the excretion of 
toxins from the body.  

 

The abrupt cessation of drug ingestion is also a serious risk. Hubbard claims 
that a combination of vitamins and "assists" (a Scientology version of "laying on 
hands") can help an addict to overcome withdrawal symptoms. There is no 
medical evidence to support this, particularly where physical symptoms are 
concerned; neither vitamins nor faith healing will do anything to help restore 
the equilibrium of a drug addict's brain chemistry. Indeed, Narconon is actively 
hostile to chemicals that are designed to modify brain chemistry - in common 
with its Scientology origins, it disparages psychiatry and takes the (entirely 
ideological) line that anything that affects the mind is a spiritual rather than a 
medical issue, despite all the evidence to the contrary. 

 

When the State of Oklahoma examined Narconon's therapeutic methods in 
1991, its reporting team noted the risks caused by Narconon's bad science: 



192 
 

 

 

The Narconon program presents a potential risk to the patients of the 
Narconon program that delayed withdrawal phenomena such as seizures, 
delirium or hallucination that are occasionally seen several days after cessation 
of drugs such as benzodiazepines, may be misinterpreted by Narconon's non-
medical staff as the effect of mobilizing the drug from fat during the sauna 
sweat-out procedure period. There is also a potential risk that the reported re-
experience of the abused drugs' effect during the sauna sweat-out program may 
be the result of misinterpreted symptoms of hyperthermia or electrolyte 
imbalance ... 

 

There is credible evidence by way of witness testimony and review of Narconon 
charts which reflect that there were patients who had psychiatric problems who 
were taken off of their previously prescribed psychiatric medication who did 
not do well and subsequently developed psychiatric problems. This evidence 
indicates a lack of safety and effectiveness in connection with the program. 

 

Clients of Narconon suffering from psychiatric illness, when taken off their 
prescribed medications, did poorly in the Narconon program and were placed 
in a segregated facility called destem [sic - probably "destim", i.e. 
"destimulation"]. This practice endangers the safety, health and/or the physical 
and mental well being of Narconon's clients.  

["Findings of Fact regarding the Narconon-Chilocco Application For Certification 
by the Board of Mental Health, State of Oklahoma", 13 December 1991] 

 

Dr. John Chelf 

5555 East 71st St. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma  

 

January 5, 1991  

 

Dear Dr. Chelf,  

 

I am writing to you at the request of Robert W. Lobsinger. He has asked me to 
comment on the "purification rundown" used by Narconon and other 
Scientologist run "clinics" (e.g. HealthMed and New Life Center).  

 

As a member of the board of directors of The National Council Against Health 
Fraud and a diplomat of The American Board of Nutrition, I am an expert at 
separating fact from fraud in the nutrition field. I am familiar with the 
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"Hubbard Method" of "detoxification" which is used at Scientologist run "clinics" 
and is described in L. Ron Hubbard's book, Clear Mind, Clear Body, and in David 
Steinman's book, Diet for a Poisoned Planet, which I recently reviewed (Current 
Diet Review, Nov. - Dec.1990). This "purification" program was created by L. Ron 
Hubbard's fertile imagination in the mid 1950's. It is part of the teachings of 
the Church of Scientology and lacks any credible scientific support.  

 

This "purification" or "detoxification" program is claimed to help "clear" the 
mind of toxins such as drugs, pesticides and chemical pollutants. It consists of 
large doses of niacin, vegetable oil, exercise and "low temperature" saunas. 
According to the followers of L. Ron Hubbard, the large doses of niacin works 
by stimulating the release of fat into the blood stream and this is accompanied 
by various "toxins" trapped in the body's fatty tissues. According to science, 
large doses of niacin actually block the release of fat from fat cells. This has 
been observed both at rest [Acta Medica Scandinavia 1962, 172(suppl):641] and 
during exercise [D. Jenkins, Lancet 1965, 1307]. In other words, the scientific 
evidence shows that the exact opposite of what Hubbard's theory predicts. 
There is no credible support for claims that large doses of niacin clear toxins 
from the brain, fatty tissue or any other part of the body.  

 

To make matters worse, large doses of niacin are hepatotoxic and can cause 
serious liver damage. It may also trigger gout, raise blood sugar into the 
diabetic range, cause itching, flushing and a rash. Nausea and gastritis are other 
side effects of large doses of niacin. To subject people to these potentially 
serious side effects on the pretense that they are being "detoxified", "cleared" or 
"purified" is quackery.  

 

Health professionals who subject troubled people (many with psychiatric 
illnesses and/or severe emotional problems) to this unproven detoxification 
program are at best unethical and at worst guilty of health fraud. Since the 
Hubbard Method is clearly a religious ritual and is not a scientifically based 
procedure, it seems inappropriate for the state of Oklahoma to be involved in 
the licensing of an institution using this ritual. It would also be very 
inappropriate for any public funds to be used to pay for a religious ritual which 
is potentially harmful and of no proven benefit.  

 

I hope these comments are helpful to you in assessing the true value of the 
"Hubbard Method" for detoxification.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

[signed] 
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James J. Kenney, Ph.D., R.D. 

National Council Against Health Fraud 

1239 19th St. #8 

Santa Monica, CA 90404  

 

cc: Mrs. Dorothy Stanaslaus 

Murray E. Abowitz, Esq. 

Stewart Beasley, Ph.D. 

Dr. Helen Randolph Carter 

Dr. John W. Drake 

LaVern Phillips 

Dr. Dwight Holden 

Joan Leavitt 

Dr. Joan Webb 

Don Anderson 

Janie Hipp 

Dr. Joe Westermeyer 

Dr. William Jarvis 

Robert W Lobsinger 

 

MARK PALMER. M.D. 

Internal Medicine 

300 Fairview 

Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601  

 

August 14, 1989  

 

Robert W. Lopsinger, Publisher 

Newkirk Journal 

121 North Main 

P.O. Box 131 

Newkirk, Okla. 74647  
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Dear Mr. Lopsinger, [sic]  

 

I have reviewed material supplied to me concerning the proposed alcohol and 
drug treatment program (Narconon) to be established on the previous Chilocco 
Indian School Site. As a previous Medical Director of two alcohol and drug 
rehabilitation units, I feel I am qualified by training, interest and experience to 
comment specifically on the proposed treatment center's so called Purification 
Rundown. The Purification Rundown is apparently either all or part of 
Narconon's initial detoxification program. The seventeen page document 
describing the Purification Rundown is in general a poorly written program. 
There is extremely poor organization. The material is full of generalizations 
that have no substantiation in fact. There are internal inconsistent statements. 
There is no documentation. The Purification Rundown is somewhat patterned 
after many reputable detoxification programs in which diet, exercise, education 
and behavioral modification are used. But due to the above mentioned 
deficiencies as well as several outright untruths, I think that it is fair to say that 
the Purification Rundown is without merit.  

 

While the entire bulletin describing the Purification Rundown is completely full 
of the above mentioned problems, I will try to illustrate some specific ones that 
seem the most glaring. On page 165 the author states "apparent gain occurs by 
cleaning up the body and can be seen as an end all in itself, this is not the case". 
And on page 166 the author states "removal of these live hostile chemical 
substances from the body of any person apparently speeds and in some cases 
even makes possible case gain. It is even worth doing for its own sake". These 
two statements are not consistent with each other. On page 167 the author 
states "the purpose of outside running is so that impurities held in the system 
can be released and are pumped out". There is certainly no scientific 
documentation that exercise significantly speeds up the detoxification process.  

 

A significant portion of the Purification Rundown is devoted to running and 
Sauna Treatments from four to five hours a day. The author states throughout, 
that sweating increases the rate at which drugs in general leave the body. This 
is certainly untrue of many drugs, as most drugs of abuse are eliminated from 
the body by detoxification through the liver, or by passage through the kidney, 
or occasionally by passage through the lungs. Although minute quantities of 
some drugs may appear in the sweat it is such a small fraction of drug 
elimination that no matter how much a patient were made to sweat it could not 
significantly increase his clearing of most drugs. On page 169 the author states 
"there is no such thing as a fat cell". This is absolutely false and can be 
disproven by any college student who has had a course in Histology. The 
author's recommendation for taking Vegetable Oil to replace the oil in our fat 
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tissue that are contaminated with drugs has no documentation or basis in fact. 
Perhaps the most blatantly false statement made in the entire document occurs 
on page 172 when the author states "niacin's biochemical reaction is my own 
private personal discovery in the middle of the 1950's. Niacin was discovered 
several decades before the 1950's and its importance and multiple biochemical 
reactions have been studied from that to until present. The author further goes 
on to state "niacin runs out radiation" and that it will often cause a very hot 
flush and prickly itchy skin which can last up to one hour or longer". There is 
no scientific documentation that niacin in any way gets radiation out of the 
body. The symptoms of which the author talks are due to dilation of the blood 
vessels of the skin and is a known side-effect of niacin administration.  

 

In addition there are aspects of the program which I find medically unsafe. 
Specifically running in a vinyl sweat suit followed by a Sauna from 140 to 180º 
from four to five hours a day certainly is going to cause dehydration and 
possibly heat injury in some patients. The author even notes this on page 168 
when he discusses sodium chloride and potassium replacement, stating "it is 
not mandatory for every individual on the program, it is only necessary as a 
treatment if the symptom of salt depletion, heat exhaustion occur". This 
suggests that the author expects that in many cases heat exhaustion will occur. 
Any treatment which leads to heat exhaustion is unsound and unsafe.  

 

The author further states "before beginning the Purification Program a person 
must first get a written medical officer OK". It seems quite apparent that 
medical officer does not equate with medical doctor or physician as the author 
on page 177 goes on to say "the medical officer gives a person an OK to go on 
to the program after insuring the person's blood pressure is normal and he is 
not anemic. The medical officer does these checks himself where he is trained 
to do so". Therefore, it seems medically unqualified persons are going to be 
supervising this program which I think is quite dangerous.  

 

While a drug free society is a worthwhile goal of any institution, when the initial 
entry into this program, i.e. the Purification Rundown is filled with so many 
false generalizations, internal inconsistencies, outright lies, and potentially 
dangerous treatments, I think it is without question that it will be a detriment 
to the Newkirk area, Kay County, and the State of Oklahoma as a whole.  

 

While I have limited my criticism to the Purification Rundown program of 
Narconon, I have also reviewed documentation of Narconon's association with 
A.B.L.E. and to the Church of Scientology. In general, it appears to me that the 
overall program being advocated by Narconon is nothing more than a poorly 
disguised program for obtaining recruits into the Church of Scientology to 
begin their processing, programming, brain washing. While at the same time 



197 
 

 

obtaining federal and state funds as well as private and public insurance 
companies to support their cause. For all these reasons I would strongly 
encourage much more intensive investigation by those responsible for further 
licensing of this proposed institution.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

[signed] 

 

C. M. Palmer, M.D.  

 

CMP:j 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Public Health Service  

 

Indian Health Service 

Rockville MD 20857  

 

DEC 22 1989 

 

The Honorable Garry Bilger 

Mayor, City of Newkirk 

Box 469 

Newkirk, Oklahoma 74647  

 

  

 

Dear Mayor Bilger:  

 

I am responding to your letter of August 18 to Mr. Manuel Lujan, Secretary, 
Department of the Interior. You forwarded information about the 
Narconon/Scientology drug treatment program developed by Mr. L. Ron 
Hubbard, and asked that we review that material.  

 

The concept addressed in the "Purification Rundown" document is presented as 
a particular form of religious belief by the Church of Scientology. The Indian 



198 
 

 

Health Service cannot support or condemn the effectiveness of such a concept 
in the treatment of alcoholism and drug abuse. However, in general because of 
a lack of empirical data, the "Purification Rundown" concept cannot be 
considered medically sound.  

 

I trust this information is helpful. We appreciate your effort to bring this 
information to our attention.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

[signed] 

 

Everett R. Rhoades, M.D. Assistant Surgeon General Director 

  

 

 

 

The University of Oklahoma  

 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY 

820 Parrington Oval, Room 208 

Norman, Oklahoma 73019  

 

August 4, 1989  

 

Mr. Robert. W. Lobsinger, Publisher 

The Newkirk Herald Journal 

121 North Main 

P.O. Box 131 

Newkirk, Oklahoma 74647-0131  

 

  

 

Dear Mr. Lobsinger:  

 

As per your request I have reviewed the documents you sent me regarding the 
Purification Program of Mr. L. Ron Hubbard and the Church of Scientology. My 
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overall comment on Mr. Hubbard's literature is that there is an absolute lack of 
data to support his assertion that the Purification Rundown succeeds in doing 
what the presently adopted programs fail to do. The documents reviewed also 
contain many truths and half-truths. One can readily agree with his statement 
on page 164, that "We live in a chemical oriented society" and the following 
paragraph. One also can agree with the fact stated in the next paragraph that 
there is a "linkage between drugs and increasing difficulties with crime.... and 
the modern breakdown of the social and industrial culture." However, there is 
no evidence that Mr Hubbard's approach will cure these ills. On p. 166, 
paragraph 2 he states that "these actual substances can restimulate a being. 
When they are gone from the body, the constant restimulation can cease. So it 
is actually a spiritual action that is being done," The last sentence states a 
conclusion which does not follow a logical if-then, and as such, the statements 
is [sic] totally without foundation. In the fourth paragraph on this page he 
states that "The removal of these life-hostile chemical substances from the 
body. of any person apparently speeds, and in some cases even makes possible, 
case gain. It is even worth doing for its own sake." This is a worthwhile goal but 
his next sentence "The Purification Rundown, therefore, is for everyone." is not 
a logical conclusion. On the same page there is no data to document his 
assertion that "a large majority of them would benefit by the Purification 
Rundown and benefit even further from future audition [sic] as a result."  

 

The remainder of the document describes the program, and the precautions 
needed to protect other the program workers and program participants, 
smattered again with some half truths such as on p. 169 "Toxic substances tend 
to lock up mainly, but not exclusively in the fat tissue." This statement holds 
true only for lipid (fat) soluble substances. "(There is no such thing as a fat 
cell)" is a meaningless statement. "Fat tissue" should be adipose tissue which 
consists of many cell types, and the major lipid storage cell is termed a "brown 
cell". His statement on p. 172, "In 1973 someone got a Nobel Prize....but....he 
didn't know the facts...." Not that the Nobel Committee cannot make a mistake 
in their choice of recipients, but this statement by Hubbard is too absurd to 
comment on.  

 

On p. 174 Hubbard states "The principle here is that by giving one or two 
vitamins in excess amount you can create a nutritional deficiency of another 
vitamin..." again is a non-documented half-truth. On page 3 of HCOB 21.5.80 
Hubbard states "Beyond any doubt the survey showed that those with heavy or 
even mediumly heavy drug histories benefited most from the 5 hour daily 
schedule," Where is the data supporting this statement and what type survey 
was used to collect the data? On page 13 of HCOB 21.5.80 Hubbard states "Per 
the original research and all reported survey data..." again where is the data 
supporting this statement and what type survey was used to collect the data?  
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Hubbard's HCO Bulletin of 3 January 1980, revised 10 April 1980 is quite 
absurd. However, Hubbard ends this bulletin with the statement "The Church is 
not responsible for the handling of any bodily or physical condition or ill, it 
being the responsibility of the individual to seek the competent medical advice 
and treatment of his doctor in such matters" I could'nt [sic] agree more. In fact, 
this statement, in Hubbard's own words sums up my feelings about the 
documents you asked me to review and Hubbard's program in general. Finally, 
the only data Mr, Hubbard presents is in the portion of the document, entitled 
"Research Data on Nutritional Vitamin Increases on the Purification Rundown". 
This is not data but rather a table to show how much of each vitamin/mineral 
the Purification Program recommends for individuals on various dosages of 
Niacin.  

 

Overall the program proposed by Mr. Hubbard is pure unadulterated "cow pies". 
It is filled with some scientific truth but mainly is illogical and the conclusions 
drawn by Mr. Hubbard are without any basis in scientific fact. I hope that this 
review has been helpful.  

 

Yours truly,  

 

[signed] 

 

Bruce A. Roe, 

Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

  

 

 

 

NEUROLOGY & EPILEPTOLOGY PEDIATRIC & ADOLESCENT  

 

WILLIAM B. SVOBODA, M.D. 

PEDIATRIC NEUROLOGIST  

 

ST. FRANCIS MEDICAL PARK PLAZA 

1035 N. EMPORIA, SUITE 270 

WICHITA, KANSAS 67214  

 

April 30, 1990  
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Robert W. Lobsinger 

121 North Main 

P.O. Box 131 

Newkirk, Oklahoma 74647-0131  

 

Re: Narconon  

 

  

 

Dear Mr. Lobsinger:  

 

I apologize for my delay in responding to your letter and packet. I appreciate 
the information and the tape. We moved our offices just before your packet 
arrived and I have been searching for the information on the nutritional status.  

 

I am much reminded of the approaches described in the article "A Loss Of 
Nerve" (copy enclosed) which outlines some of the approaches used by 
Narconon.  

 

Hubbard begins by stating truth-based generalizations to create an air of 
scientific foundation. Long-term deposition of many mineral and chemicals can 
be demonstrated, but not for all substances. The need for seeking medical 
approval for participation also emphasizes safety for these approaches could 
be fatal for a person with a cardiovascular disorder or an electrolyte imbalance. 
Finally, the observations against diet and food fadism as unproven claims is 
generally agreed upon. Once he has estabished these accepted truth, he can 
more easily make marginal statements that tend to be accepted as probable 
truth, in line with his statements preceding, although the unknowing reader is 
usually not familiar with the statistics alluded to.  

 

Hubbard destroys his argument by stating that fat cells do not exist. Anyone 
looking through a microscope can see the fat cells. This statement speaks to 
hopes, not truths.  

 

The concept of exchanging good oils for bad oils is unproven. In essence, 
although he speaks strongly against dietary fadism, he then proceeds to do just 
that.  
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The recommendations for various vitamins were compared to the 
recommendations of the Food and Nutrition Board of the National Academy of 
Science in reference to other nutritional fadists, i.e., the megavitamin myth. 
This compares to Hubbard's listing:  

 

   NRC-RDA SCIENTOLOGY  

Vitamin A 3,500 I.U. 5,000 I.U.  

Vitamin C 45 mg. 250-1000 mg.  

Vitamin D 400 I.U. 400 I.U.  

Vitamin E 9.0 mg. 800 I.U.  

Niacin 11.0 mg. 100 mg.  

 

  

 

Excesses of Vitamin A can cause brain swelling (pseudotumor cerebri) with 
transient losses of vision. Niacin does increase vascular circulation but in the 
acid form, it has been linked to high bilirubin (jaundice) and liver damage. It 
has been linked to psychiatry in that it cured pellegra psychoses, a niacin 
deficiency. Howsever illness may be based on both excesses and deficiencies. A 
person can die of dehydration (lack of water:) or can drown (an excess of 
water). The appropriate USC of niacin is in deficiency states. Excessive use can 
be toxic to the liver. The American Academy of Pediatrics has issued a series of 
position statements over the past decade speaking against the use of 
megavitamin and trace element therapies for various childhood behavioral and 
mental aspects, with strong emphasis on adversive reactions to excesses. These 
statements would apply to Hubbard's claims. The Niacin theory is just that, a 
theory, without any basis for the concept of "turning on and turning off."  

 

Excesses of various minerals can cause GI problems and, of more concern can 
cause kidney problems including kidney stones.  

 

Basically Hubbard's theories in general are just that - theories without 
controlled proof. He flings facts around wildly in excess, i.e., to drown the 
reader in facts in order to convince them that he knows, but he has little to 
reference and document the facts. A review of Hubbard's communications is 
that these directives are only theoretical observations without substantiating 
facts or details and with no reference for the reader to "check the source out."  

 

There are many current so-called experts on "ecologic-metabolic" profiles in 
diagnosis arid treatment of various disorders, both mental and physical , with 
many theories on the loose. of the multiple claims published in fadist journals, 
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few are substantiated by controlled studies and most are based on anecdotes 
and theories. Hubbard's "fat & oil" claims are but one of these and indeed 
resemble some of other claims, i.e., D. Horrobin's 'Evening Primrose Oil … 
Miracle Worker of the Eighties' or A. Donald's 'The Powerful Healing Magic of 
the Evening Primrose', a recent fad that I have been in contact with. None of 
these have proven to be the promised cure when subjected to controlled trials. 
Of even more interest is that these usually claim to be safe when nearly every 
effective therapy has risks.  

 

In general the program does not address why people get into drugs in first 
place. Scientology criticizes psychiatry (often correctly) for over-reliance on 
drugs rather than working with the client, yet all that Narconon does is 
substitutes the diet fad and exercise for the drug....still not working with the 
psychodynamics.  

 

Dr. Bruce Roe has done an excellent job of a brief criticism from a biochemistry 
standpoint and I agree totally with his observations. He is more expertise [sic] 
in these areas than I.  

 

The information you sent me about the Newkirk Narconon situation has been 
most helpful. My wife and I average about I major cult talk every 2 weeks and 
have thus been able to provide-warnings about Narconon actively to psychiatry, 
psychologists, social workers, counsellors, ministers, and the legal profession, 
as well as churches and all the school principles of Wichita. We have been 
giving out your warnings with emphasis.  

 

I imagine you already know of and/or have seen the ads on TV (Fox Channel 
4/24 of Wichita, et. al .) regarding the sponsorship of the Goodwill Games by 
Bridge Publications / Dianetics / Church of Scientology. These tend to be on 
late in the evenings. A group of us have been part of a letter writing campaign 
to CNN in protest. In addition, the Federal Trade Commission is looking into 
the relationship between Dianetics arid the Church of Scientology regarding the 
accuracy of their advertising. The information gathered will be reviewed by a 
panel of FTC lawyers with Scientology having 30 days to respond. The three 
options, as I understand it, is (1) the advertising can continue unchanged, (2) 
the advertising must be modified in certain ways, or (3) the advertising is 
banned in all media with violation resulting in legal action by the FTC.  

 

Also I enclose a copy of some of the present battles in Tampa Florida regarding 
the battle between the IRS and Scientology.  
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Again, thank you for the tape and the information. Anything that I can do to 
help, please let me know. I am sorry that I was not able to come up with more 
information regarding the Communications on the Narconon Techniques for 
you.  

 

Yours truly,  

 

[signed] 

 

William B. Svoboda MD 

Pediatric Neurology  

 

Enclosures:  

 

Article: A Loss of Nerve 

Reprints: Newspaper clippings IRS vs. Scientology 

VCR Tape 

 

If you should require additional information or documents, please feel free to 
request. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration and I look forward to your reply. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Edgar Love 
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